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) The Cauſe of Diviſion Diſcovered. 


WHEREIN | 
6 I Thc oreat Golipel Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the DoGrine of Prayer with Impofition 
of hands, as the way ordained of God to ſeek 
for it 3 Is afferted and vindicated, as the In- 
_ and Duty of Chrifts Diſciples iN_ ge- 
ricra 
in Anſwer to a Book Intituled 


A Search for Schiſm. 
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7 Cal. 5. 7, $, 9. Ye did yun well, who did hindey you that 
 3ou fhould not obey the "i ? Thk perſwaſos © cometh 
et of him that calleth you. A little leaves trauveneth 

the whole lump. eh 
? have confidence in you, through the Lord, that you will 
be none otherwiſe minded , but be that troubleth you 
ſhall bear his burthen whoſoever he be. Wherefore love 

the Truth and Peace, Z:ch.8$. 19. 
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® _ The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


To he Church oj Chriſt in Lezder, with 
E the General Aﬀembly of Meſſengers, 
8 Elders, and Brethren, occaſionally 
: meeting 5, cage to conſider of the 
- Aﬀatrs of the Charches of Chriſt, 
&. Salutation, Oc, 


Brethren, 


Hen 1 conſider how much 48 
is your deſire, and the ace 
fire 6f the Charcbes 18 

| gener , that brotherly 

cOncord, race a: :d truth, might pſſeſ' the 

7001 of 4 [l our diviſions, 11 sffettion,judg- 
ment, oy pa" ard pariicularly.ty the 
fourth prixcciple of Chriftianny, And hew 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
many Prayers are daily made to God for (0 


' great a Bleſſing z eAnd that hopeful way 
we lately ſceem'd to be in, to lay hald of the 


thing which hath been ſo long acfired : And | 


therewithal that moſt anhappy cprution of 
our hopes (as ye kncw) ariſing from ene who 
bould rather hawe been a reſtores of the 


antient path which many have e forſaker and | 


fo a healer of the breach which hath been 
maat, by its being neglefted + Who being 
in reputation for Wiſdeme, hating there- 


withal great epportunity (and 1 am perſwa- 


ded really intended) 10 do the Chwch of 
Chriſt much good; Even then, by a little 
{olly "/ollonchs his own Councels (doubtleſs 
through Satans malice,who extied our good) 
hath made himſcif and his enterpriſes ob- 
noxious, ana our wound more grievous, © 
 1fſiy, when 1 confidered theſe things, 7 

ceald it paſs them over witheut a Sigh, 
(eVer $215 which here 1 preſent anto you) 
faying in my heart, Why hath the Lord done 
this ? Which was no ſooner concerved, but 
1 wag immediately ſatisfied, that the Lord 
WAS 


 þ  - The Epiſtle Dedicatory, * > 
F mas jealous fur bis huly way, which bad been 
gr-fly prophancd by an hypucrinical confor- 
| m:y hereunto, And true for ever 15 that 
|} 974, Hoſea 14. ult, All the wayes of 
A the Lord are riohr, and the Juſt ſhall 
* walx therein; But the Tranſgreſſor ſhall 
& fall therein. "And certainly, as owr Bre- 
1 © thrers veſuſing to ſeek the Lord after the 
7 If «ue oraer at the firſt, ſo this proargious hy- 
a | pocif at the laſt, may tootruly 
4. |} becalled * Perrez Eccleſia at ;p, bes 
of 9: this day, 

le © Thou Lordart righteons, thou know- 
ſs | -- eit the Hearts of the children of men,and 
/) |, haſt diſcovered the hidden things there- 
þ , of, and baſt pleaded the cauſe of thy 

| f | precious (though much abuſed) Tinth: 
7 © Even fo Lord let our iniquities be ever 
| - corrected, but yet in mercy torgive us 
© Our Treſpaſſes. 
ve | Butwhat ſhall we ſay, ſhad we now 10 
ut f more £0 atont this dreadfull work, to bring 
4 | the Ark (the fourth principle of C hriftiant- 
1s | h ty Es to its proper place 13 the Chur- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ches ? or rather ſome irregular Churches to 


me ON 


Is TR IN 3s 


their due reverence unto its 4 

If tt ſeem 7 good 13 the CveS of the Lora, ; 4 

Jer bis ſerwants ftill convene to con ſider of i 7 
| this matter,t perhaps 197 [Pall find grace tn hes | , { 
| fight ; for there ts hope that we ſhall one un- | © 
; der ſtand another; and with onc conſent ſeek ! | © 
| and ſerve the Lora God of our Fere-Fa-ffs 
| th0r5s « 
Ana this I am the more induced 10 be- 1 


Hewe or hope fer, from, not ouly the great 
. defire which 1 yet find to be alive in the 
Srrcs of Chriſtians generally, that peace in 2 C 
this matter might be upon Iſrael. Bus alſo 
from the great forwaraneſs which 1 fonrd | (7: 
7n the Searchers themſelves to conſeat u5toÞ | 
certain Propeſals for Peace; the firff / | Q 7 


which # this, 


bs - 1 Ny _ 
J my 


That it be cranted and profeſſcd on aliÞf 
iidesby ; the formerly divide 7 parties, 3 
7 hat tnat Jaying on of Hands, 7/e6, p< 
£.2.is one of the Pri ncipl. $ of oY ts *| : 
De QCt; 4 TE. and a Part OI the { (Ou FLEET : G 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
” This Progoſetion being cenfidertd, it ma; 
appear that there wants bat a ftep(as tt were) 
a, If to unity in the trath if ſelf,and ſoto a laſting 
ff ! Peace one with another, And methinks it 
is © ſhould be-no impaſſible 3hing for ns t0 agree 
© about the particular ſervice intended, Heb, 
© 6. 2, (wnliſs a ſpirit of perverſne(s be min- 
lcd amongſt us) Towards the clearing of 
PI which aifficulty, ſomething is ſaid in the ſes. 
F | Tue, which 1 defere may be conſidered. 
* Why the Searchers (hould ſo much declatm 
be | | againſt you, as if you wnchurched all Chur- 
ix i chr but your ſelves, 1 can ſee no reaſon; 
* having never underſtood, that you did at any 
46 | 1trmc by any agreement, deliver ſuch a Do- 
rol rine. Nor #18 ſo much your buſineſs to 
W , j mcdale with unchurching any boay, as t0- 
keep your ſelves from corruption in Dorine 
Yun Manners, 
ik Indeed the point of C emmunion with 
5, # :hoſe who reject ox oppoſe your Faith and pra- 
, = ice tn the caſe depending, hath been much 
5 | debated,and reſolved in the Negative (eſpe- 
;. | c1all'y tonchine the Table a the.l "_ r 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

this is ſo far from being an «Argument that ii 
you deny them to be Churches of Chriit, that fy 
1t plainly Argues you own them for ſuch ; but 
yet ſuch, as fortherr rejecting or oppoſing Wp 
ſeme truth of Goa, are therefore uncapable of |. 
prefent communion with thoſe that religi- he 
ouſly obſerve the truth by them rejedFed and 
oppoſed. For if you deem them to be no Þ 
{ hurches at all, what need any atbate be 4 
had, Whether it be orderly or ſafe ts com- | 
municate withihem at the Loras Table ? ®: 

Now, that perſons may be allowed the Ap-. | 
pellation of Chriſtians (and ſo of the Church 
of Chriſt |-and yet (as the matter may be 
cireamſtanced concerning them) ought to | 
be held at ſome ditance in reſpett of pre- | 
ſent Communion, with ether Chriſttans, or © 
Churches, amplics no abſurdity, but is ra- | 
ther very neceſſary, 1 hope the enſuing diſ- | 
courſe will demonſtrate. F 

Something alſo 1 have ſaid in vindicati- | 
on of the eMe(ſengers Office (which 1 pex- Þ 
cerve to be mach queſtioned ty ſeme) 1 con- | 
tefs my felf nething ſo fit a perſon to plead 
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The Epiſtle <P 


Wi cauſe as ſome other. However, if that 
at Bprhich 1 have done may give occaſion io any 
at other t6 do more, or more effeftually, tn this 
12 Mpornt,, 1 ſhall think my pains well beſtowed, 
of BL. comms all that 1 have ſaid to the bleſſing 
i- of God, andthe Conſideration of his Chur- 


ad kc hes, 


Tur Brother and Servant, 


Tho. Grantham, 
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7 To the Authors of the BOOK, 
of ' _Intituled 


A Search for Schiſm. 


M ZErethren, 

WL Hen we conſider how God 1s 
fo able ro effe&t good things for 
iis people by contrary wayes, even by 
turning the unkindneſs 0: Brethren into 
_ means of prelerv; ation tothe family, Gen. 
{ 59. 20, WC are mac ie even againſt { hope 


p punaben Sr ofpbe Lot) IIs, 
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ao {mall emulation againſt ſome, tor no 
other cauſe, then for their confidence and 
conſtancy in thar, which by the Fzſzo% of 
Treih, is made knowa for the good off 
the Clturch. For how 1s it credible 
That a pure fountain (or mind filled with 
Love and Peace) thould ever ſend for bf 
ſuch dreadful fireams of flandets again, 
the Church of God, as can hardly be pal 
ralelled in any Author 2? As1it the Con-k 
Sregations of Chriſtians under impoſiti. 
bay; On of hands, were 7zvaders and uſurpers offi 
the Lords peculiar Prerogative, ſuch ai 
would irrevocably throw their fellow ſer-ip9 
vants into Hell and death: Such as Zockl 
beaven-eate againſ the ſtricteſs piety of x aF« 
arſenting Brother, and open it wide to thiſe 
 #hat are defeftinre i: Morals, . Such as| 
beat the Furnace ſeven Jeme's for thiſe which 
- ® bow ot to their diftates : Such as makeli 
Conſcience a make Fees Such as kindle} 3 
flames in Gods Houſe by Fire taken from|þe 
the Altar, and bring the fatteſt Oo!-:t tons} 


to maintainthat fire of Conteniien : Suchſ 


as will rather fire the houſe of Ged, than aye 
rithout doing ſomewhat, which may perpe- 
nate thetr names: yea{uch as are Sathans 


Tromake the meaſure run over and over) 
Wuch as, if they could execute all that the 
Krondemn, few er none cenld be ſaved ! - 
S Tc is true, after all this,and much more 
@p1 the ſame nature, you ſtroke us on the 
pi Bcd, and tell us, chough you thus ſpeak, 
Ft you are perſwaded better things of 
hz moſt of us ; a narrow Plaiſter tor ſo 
rear 2 wound, being no more then muſt 
Fe (21d (if Charity bear any ſway) of the 
er Ffoanifold Sets which now proteſs Chri- 
oc&Ftianity, among whom there are many 
/ 4Fwho according to their Light) are pious, 
0/eþe:ceable, and ſerious. | 
as Bur alas, who will believe thar many 
:ci&mong ys are good Chriſtians, if ir be 
aktFrue, rhar one part of our Chutches con- 
alk iſt of ſuch as are notortouſly known to 
r07%Þþe ſuch as you have CharaGerized 2 
05 But what ſhall we fay, ſhall we render 
ach} ratling 
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prorueyers to bring prey to his den, . And 


(61) 

railing for railing ©. God forbid ! for we 
are tal = of God 10 overcome evil with 
good ; nor will w? revenge onr ſelves by 
reerimi; TC And as we are confident 
that our 7n7ocercy will in theſe things 
ge plead againſt you; fo we truf 
there.are no {uch 1! impietics, and execra 
ble doers among you, it this y our SedrcnÞ« 

have not tindtuved you. ona | 
The Lord knoweth, and 1{:aci ſhall 
know, that if we knew any {auch evil wor 
kers in our Congregations, they {honld 
Either reform or gO 00 their Place, And 
if you know any ſuch, you might hav 
done we)l to have ſinled them out, thai 
we wizhr have known them by name 
and nor ha e tht 5 SIOw US into 1 the hand! 
Of SCCrners, to be 2 derifion to the foo 

e 7 vere 's that ſpeaket 

: Swore, but the Hong 


! 

"wa are) We Coult Dut eh: at many O 
you are mectly enſuared inthe publica- 
a4; " H 7-2 qo 4 nnal 1. 'T | 
tion of your Epiſtle , and it is range 


YO 


VOL 
131d 
and 


14% 


that 


(52) 
you ſhould imply his pen in this matter, 
whom you knew to be too much entan- 
gledin the folly of his own wayes (at 
that time)to be truly ſerviceable to God 
nd his People, whatever he hath been in 
time paſt, 

_ Whar is here written, now offers it 
cli to your conſideration, as a thing 
compelled fromus at this time, by your 


Wigh provocation, well knowing it ro 


e more ſuitable ro the time, and the 
ſtate of the Church in general, ro be ſtu- 
ying for terms of reconciliation, then 
Arguments for Difputation ; and there= 
fore we could with that Chriſtians would 
not thus put one another co buſineſs, fee- 


Sos they do bear (28d are like to bear) 


1 their body the Marks of the Lord 
Jeſus, according to that ſaying, Gal. 
J, I7s P | 

Nor was it needful toſet down your 
Cemands 1n this our Anſwer, partly for 


J-ear the ſubſtance may be underſtood 
noe) waar we have ſaid, and partly for 


nat 


that you have made your Book ſo pub. 
lick, as thar it 15 (as 1t were) 1n eyery 
Brothers mand, who therefore when he 
ſees this Anſwer, may compare 1t with 
your Search, for his owa fatisfacti- 
ON, a 7 #» | 


Your Brother, 


\ 


Tho. Grantham. 
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Sigh for Peace: 
OR, 
The cauſe of Divifion diſco- 
173, þ VErecg Ofc. 


'T is certainly an eafte thing 
(trengh very pernicionue ) to fill 
the Church of Chriſt with 
] Dnefbions 3 and {uch tO0, AS 

Foe * 1y carry a ſhew of {trengeh a+ 
22inſt the moſt important Articles ot our Faith. 
Bat it is nor (o cahie for thoſe who are {ick of 
EQucſtions or 4:m-1nds, to receive fatisfaction 
by any endeayour whatſoever, And AS in 
| = .. _ othex 


(2) 
'f other points of faith 3 the Queſtions of fore 
ember been endlels; cven fo now that humourf 

lf: hath been and is mich at work, againft that 

folemn ſervice of prayer, witlf the impoſition Ke 

of hands for the promiled Spirit of God, as aff j 

gift pertaining to the members of the body off x 
| our Lord Jeſus Chritt. As 1s too apparent q = \ 
| fandry papers extant , and among, the reſi, 
one entituled , ef S2rch for "WW : com Ro 
| taining no Icis than an hundred Demands 

Wu 46 (though 4.5.only be thenun 1ber {et down by theſ 

i Dara s ) which i are the MOYCe 2 prodigec OUS ; 

|.-.-- - foy that divers of them have been anſwered, byRE 

divers :hands, and-no _ ' made by the en-| 
quirers. What the reaton hereof ſheuld be is] 
doubtful, unleſs the oppoſers 0! this truth in-| Ir 
tend to fate the Controvertieanciy ( tor IL was K 

told that this Book of Demandas Tie it a prepa-ſ# 

Tatory tO a greater w ork ) and thereby become 
C more effcctually ) the difturbers and ob-f 
ſtructers of that meaſure of unity remaining, 
and peace pretended. $ 
But as in this we ſhall be too ſolicitons, fo, 
neither in our Anſwer , thal) 1 e need to be 
oaluminous, by tracing their Werans one by 
one. For though the number thereot be ta- 
ny, «yet they are Ry to three Heads, tou- 
ching which the tratiz being evin. ed , rhe 
 Ewhole Bod ly of ther = mands arc an{wered, 
. Nowſp 
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pPa-Þ thereof at this day. 


by 


na ied of the Luxrd s So he hath appointed a ſolemn way 
ou-lzberein his Servants and Handmaiads, generally, 


thell 
cd. | 
owl 


E Now the Heads to which their demands may | 
4 pd 
& be reduced are theſe : 16.co8 


J jc&t chat folemn ſervice of prayer with im+ 


& Whether they be true Churches of Chriſt | 


or not ? 


1ds I munion between thoſe Chriſtians who relj- 
E gionily obſerve praycr with the impoſition © 
5} of hands, as a principle of Chriſts Dectrine, 
yl pertaining to the beginning of Chriſtian men z——= 
& and theſe who reject and oppoſe it. | 


£ reſpect of its grounds and ends; as allo 1n re- 


1 


Þb-M proceed in the conſideration of theſe perticulars, L 
© ſhall begin with the laſt Art 3 touching whict. 
E particular, I ſhall endeavour to make good this 
;@ propoſttion, viz. 


(3) 


The firſt, concerns the conſtitution of thoſe 
Congregations of Baptized Diiciples who re- 


polition of hands for the promiled Spirit : viz. 


'The. ſecond, reſpe&eth the matter of Com- 
vo _ 


5 


The third, is touching the ſervice it ſelf, in 


pedt of the perſons concerned in the practice 


That I may with the mare facility and clearneſs 
1 hat as God hath promiſed to give the Spirit of 
kts Son ( »r hu hoby Spirit ) to all that are the cal- 


ire ta wait upon him for the reception therenf, 
hich way ts the prayers of the Charch ( performed AM 17 
B 2 by 


(4) 


by boy AMiniſters ) with ihe aying 04 of <7 T'TC. 
and this AS A princ Þ. e of Crit An Rel pion, L--iþ 
lon ring ta then m i the mn ri: JY 0 f their Chriſt i ls 


{t Ales 


$:- we mean by he hs 0 
Cas well as heretofore Att: 19, bY eltncr Ty 
reaſon of 1gnora or . fome worle ca! ute, 
Heem not to know hty 
Got. As if they bad fo TogOtten unto what th cyl 
WCre Bapti7Cc. Altthe 28. 19. 
By the Holy Ghoſt then, we donot mcanf 
the Spirit of man. in 1ts moit reformed and ele-f 
vated {tate imaginable 3 neither any created 
Spirit whatſ{ozver. 
(te. But by ene Wy 
” by whoſe op 
was rw 1p fort 
þ 26. 13s And wiiich knoweth all things, e-N 
ven the des ep things of God, I Uer. 2. IO. -Andſ lt 
which is preſent every where, Pol. 139+ 7:9.9h 
W hich Spirit we therefore believe to be onell 
with the Father 1n nature and c&ffencz, and 
therefore rightly {aid to be God, As 5. 
39 4» 9s 7 
Secondly, when we ſpeak of racns receiving 
, this holy Spirit, we do not mean chat he 
#: dels 1 in them efſentially : and per{orally 3 for 
{of 


ICT 


a hetber there be an; 


CT Roar 


bat. boat faces 


fs _— 


Ghoft,we mean that Spirit. 
11 ch. Creation of the worn 


6} 


For CxP Matt on oft fome hf of this vr 
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(5) 


as ſo they cannot contain him. But he dwels 

L-.8 1.1 them by mManitciiation _ operation, By 

1iank SITS, according fo I C97. By fruits, _ 
cording to I Gir. [13 4, 5, 's JT. Gdlarce 5, 
22, 25o © 


B 1:&cd ruth, 


%- 


| 


And ſeeing the ground __ fo much neg- 
| 
C1 


Fc | 


that 2loxio! 15 Pro! niſc, that 


S: 


as the rignt of all the 

g Diiciples of Carilt. It bchoveth that we = 
'M pen the nature of 

EE bing .atfocted with the excellency , and made 
& {culible of the neceihitie thereot, we may tie 
4 more devoutly t -ek or Ti 4 NOT only in our 
T private dex VOTION . DU all: ) 111 that {pecial and 
: p«blick way :lbched in the holy Scripture 
ir. for the obtaining lo great a benefit. . 


1 
» 
oy 


2 tourth principle of Chriſts Hl 
»8 doctrine . ke much 1m that great promiſe 
as OT x 7 6 

by { ka & DIFIC 2 8. God R 


Fan edd : 
Let 1t therejore firithb ECO lidered, that tO Ss. 


@ be under the common influence and operation 
T of the Spirit, in the Mini ex ry C of tne Word, 


nd in order to converſion, 15 one thing 3 and the 

3. 9. reception of the Holy Ghoſt, as a Seal and 

>neſÞ confirmation of the ſouls of Chnttans, as. 

nd] it is the earneſt of their inheritance, is ano- 
5 ; ther. 

8 cis certain, a perſon may be eminc ntly 
ing under the operation of the Spirit, in the firſt 
het confideration 3 and yet be a ftranger to the 
forſ reception of the Spirit in the other as ap- 
nf B 3 peared 


| (6). 
peared firſt in the Apoſtles WaGtees » who 
though they were the perſons which recei- 
ved the firſt, fruits of the promiſed Holy 
Spirit, yet were they for ſome time 1n the 
protcttion of the Goſpel before they rec 
ved It. --. a 

#p-For they did not rcccive the _ of pro-( 
I/,6 mule tillatter the Afcention our L ord, it 
i ofa 91- 4,5. — But wait for the promij [os bs F.rher 
WA. 36- which ( ſaith be ) ye bat * bra d © fn S p 7 ws | 
| AL truly baptized with mater, [ut we ſhall T c 
Wrre9ns pith | he Holy Gift not ht dayes Perce. _ John 
. PF 7.39 The Spirit wis nit yet given, breanje al 
= Jeſu was nit yet plorificd. In like manner theſ 
' Samaritans were converted from the errour off 
their way, by the preaching of the word, and } 
became the Diſciples of Chrilt, and yet thei 
Spirit of promiſe was tain on none of rem, Acts 
8.12, 15, 16, Thc Ephalihs allo believed inf 
God after _ heard the Golpel of their {: alva-|} 
tion ; rs erent fea red with the holy Spirit of 
promile ill afterward, Eph. 13,14- Apreeable | 
-Fevcantil IS that queſtion cf the Apolile, ' Att} 
Bs 19.2.7. we ye recerved the Hy Gh off 35INCE LL 
believed > The perſons to whom this queſtion 
was put, were believers in Chrift , yea Bapti-Þ 
zed believers. Whence we arc tonote, thath 
Baptized Diſciples habb/right to the pro-| 
muſe of the Holy Ghoſt 3 and indced hence it 
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the ſpirit of God in the Minifterie of the, 
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was that: Peter could ſo confidently and uni- 
—_ promile . ( in the word ot the .Lord ) 

1e gift of the Holy Ghoſt :» every one that dorn 
reprns of their injqutirs, and are baptized in the. 
nie of the Lird Jeſus {hriſt for the remiſſion of 
their fins, Ads 2.38. It appeareth the refore, 


that perſons may be under "the operation of  _ 


Word, to their illmminatics and conver ſony +& 
{0 far as to bc PoE into 4 certain [tate of, IN 
Cori? 11:7, (tor thoſe that may be called Diſ=xa_ 
CP! /es arc called { to iſttans, Acts 11. 26. ) and; * 
yet be withoyt the enjoyment of the ſcaling, 
and confirming ſpirit ot prom {ey 6 themſelves, 
oy 1s yet more evident , from fozn I4 16, 
[ xill prey? the Father, and he ſhall give Joi 
anther Comforter — even 1%e Spirit of TREAT H— 
fir be dwellerh ITH yim , and SHALL be 
IN you Note well, this promiſe doth not 
reſpect the ſpirit, as it worketh Adzracles, 
oy. z but alſo, and indeed much m—_ the 
Spirit as It i& a Leader into ail {rt uuh 29 called 
knercfore re Spirit of Tru”, yea, "tis the < Spt- 
cit in ſich wiſe as- Þuld -bide with, and jn 858 
WTI Tor ever 5 Yea, it 15 the Comet or 07, ONS 
Spirit of Comtort , and 15 therefore that 
gift ot the $ Spirit which pertaineth to Chri- 


x | 


I7. 


Secondly, That this jerling and 6) »firming 


4. Sniris 


(8) 


| Spirit of promiſe belongs to Chrifſts Diſciples 
generally , whether male or f>male, I conceive 
ſome neceliity te demonſtrate, becauſe the Sears 
cher:, to the intent, that at the Jeaft tlicy may 
exclude - «7: : fr© on th cn tit of P-Aaycr, with 
the laying on of Hands, will not have them 1n- 


cluded in the word 7 Z & M, Ads 8. 17. but 


if we prove, that CZE have right to the| 


promiſe equally with -», we thall not at all 
tear the triflinz, demands of the Searchers 10 
their 29 Querie. which only ſerves, -to ſhew 
the weaknels of their caute, for it ſeems it it be 
true, that women ( as well asmen ) had Hands 
impoſed on them with Prayer, by the Apo- 


ſtles, tor the Holy Spirit z then their cavils | 


againſt the »niver{aliry LU the pratt ceof laying on 
or Fl :r:4s 15 (at leaſt) the lel's confulerable, Now 


that the promiſe of the Spirit extends to Cr:;-} 


fti-n wimen as well as men appeareth \from 
the Prophets foreſight of the extent thereof, 
Iſa. 44.3. 1 nil: powr water npon him that #s 
| rſs and flinds up»a the dry ground, TI will 
powr my Spiruz upon by ſeed, and ny hieſſrag Hon 
their iff-ſoring, Joel 2. eAnd it ball come ro pt 


afterards that 1 will pzzr ou; my Spiric' upyn. al 


flrſh — and upon the'ſeryants, and upon” tire 


Handmaid in thoſe diyrs, will 1 powr out of my 


Sviric. Which glorious promiſe was firſt ful- 
blled to the Chrittians, ſoon after the Aſen- 
tion 


oe” Sets 
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| (9) 
tion of our Lord, Ai: 2. And now is the 
time, as well as then, for Chriſtians to reap 
the fruit of that promiſe, Acts.5. 32, — the 
boly Goot whicz God bath g ven 10 them that obey 
lum. Reraule ye are ſons, God bath (-nt forth the 


ot rit wf h.25 Son ints Your hearts. Gal. 4.6. [n 


7c [as Cori tiere ts neicher male nor fem ils, 


but if yz be Chrijts then are Ye Abrahams ſred, and 
Heirs according to promiſe. Tt 1s the Spirit of 
promiſe which doth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that weare the ciildren ot God. And again, 
He tht lt ab! Ll verh 1 in Cir ft, and bath anointed 
H4 15 G fd, WH 0 att FL 2 s E d AS, and 0'1VEN the 
carte! of the Spirit in e:r Hearts. Yea tis, 
even thi 15 Spirit, 15 one of the great and precivns 
promiſes by which Chriftians are made parta- 


kers of the Divine Nature, according to 2 Per. 


L, 3.4 Thus we fcc that the Scriptures do 
evince, that the H 1ndw7 Ads as well as the fer- 


yinrs Of the Lord : nat the Children of Gu 


without exceftt.n ; that bh: Church of Grd with- 
out rejection of any true Idember theres? » have a 
cletr andabit ite rioht to th, oift of rhe Þ ly Snirit. 

And it is alſo evident that the promilſe of the 
Spirit, confifts not only ,,no, nor chiefly in 
thole gitts, which ſome ſay are now ceaſed, 
to wit, ot Miracles, Tongnes, &-. ( thonob 
they have md Scripture ti 'r it ) But this promiſe 
chic fy conlilts-:1 4: {ant fring g Praci7s and fun! - 


ſtab ijhn* 


(10) 


: eſtabliſhing comborts thereof , yea in that whic 
fealeth a Chriſtian to the diy of redemprim 


(which tongues and miracles will fail to dof 
_- and in the mean time 1s /rhe warer to him that i 


thirſty, as betore we have ſeen. ?Tis that Vs 
&:5n which the holy one which {eacherh Chriſti 
ans all things, or Lrads them into all truth, 1 


a word, it 15 that reception of the Spirif 


which « 4bzve all gifts of Tongues, Propheſic 
ec. called Cnrity, and 15 branched into web 
neſs, tromperance, oodneſs and faith, yea , "7 
that git ov: the Spirit by which the Z5ws of Gy 
5 thed brad in the hearts ot Chriſtians + Il 
ing the Spirit of Le, power, and a {rand mind 
in the exerciſe whereof ( I_mean this gift d 
- the Spirit ) a Chriſtian 1s both :rcepced »f God 
and approved of men. So chen we have the glc 
rious promile of the Spirit remaining for, an 
pertaining to the  Handmaids and ſervants 0 
the Lord, in the moſt excellent gifts thereo 
45 much as ever, and conſequently are as muc 
concerned to ſeek tor it as ever any was , and 
this lads me-to the fecond branch of my. Pr: 
poſition, viz. 1 he datiful olſervance of that wa 
hich ts allowed aud confermed from Heaven fo 
abr 4iming that heavenly donatiin. —— 

That God ſhould by 115 Prophets foretell 
ſuch grace, and {0 otcen mention it as ſo gre 
4 premiſe > the reception whercot 2s ſo necefſar 
F ” ; 


# 
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35 without which Chriſtians do want the /ively 
evidence,/ewl © confirmation that they are the Sons 
Ef God,and heirs n1th Chriſt; & not allign ſome 
WM 11cnliar way, and ſprcial mens, for all chat are 
concern'd, to make uſe of in order to their 
obtaining it, ſeems not to be credible 3 which 
yet hehath not done , if prayer with 1mpoſt- 
Wtion of Hands by the Church (or her delegates) 
be rejeGed 3 if otherwiſe, it were well it ſome 
body would align us what peculiar way the 
word of God directs us to. as being that whieh 
God hath ratihed irom heaven, as a means 
peculiar tor that cnd and purpoſe; which it any 
afſay to ſhew us, Let them allo conlider why 
the Apoſtles took that way which 1s ſo much 
negicered by our Brethren, it there were any 
glofſother particular mcans and way to be uſed 
anWtor the end aforeſaid ? But if it be ſaid that no 
{pecial way or means 15 left us, but the general 
Ordinance of prayers &&c. We mult then fay, 
It is not like the dealings of God 1n other , ca- 
anFlcs ; for ordinarily when it pleaſed God to 
promiſe or give ſome {ſpecial favour or gift 
; waſunto his Church , he therewithall ordered 
3 fqggome * iolemn <or ſervice to keep in me- 
mory that his favour, end to be a means to ' 

ell affipartake of the trut of his promiſe : Thus the 
preagCovenant which God made with Abradam' 
farÞnd his ſeed, the deliyerance which he'wrought 
a | for 


(33. ) 
for them, the oreat things which he promi- 
{ed them, maſt be perperuated , and waited 
for, in the uſe of {uch waycs, as in the 
wiſledome of God ,, were thought ft for the 
memortal or reception. of theie favours re- 
ſpectively, And lo mult the remiition of our 
{ins by che death of Chritt, be ſoughr for, and 
ſignih=d,not only by th: word and prayer, .in 
general z but particularly, in the Eaptiſme of 
of repentance, for the remitſon of our tins al- 
ſo. Nor muſt we only recetve the fleſh and 
lood of Chrift, by the word preached , bat 
particularly 7, 10 the (olemn uſe of the Tab! le of 
thc Lord alto. In hxe manner, - we are not 
only to ſeek to God for his Spirit in the con- 
tant and ordinary courſe of Prayer, but alſo 
1 a ſpecial and peculiar way 'of Praycr, al- 
lowed and confirmed from Heaven, for that 
very end and purpoſe , which 13 the point to 
be demonſtrated according to what the Scri- 
ptures in that behalt doth teach us. 

And firtt from that place, d4tts 8. 14, 15, f 
16,17. Now nhen the Ap jtles which were at Fe- 
ruſa cm hewwd that $4 i ria had vecerved the 
ord of God, they. ſent unto them Pater and Fubn 
wh: when, tees Tere cIm? down prayed for them that 
cDey 7, p17 rrograve theny oa ft — then laid tory 
their hands on them and they received the haty 
G "off. > For the better underſtanding, of this 


place, | it is mect to conſider that ſuch as pray 
| | to 


ray 
to 


C33 3 
to God, ought to know that the thing which 
they pray tor is attainable; and that they know 
it i5 the willof God that they thould ask of 
him that very thing which they pray for, eſpe- 
tady wb enthe prayer 15 18. de pr /arrve! Fd I Imicean, 
withou" c "BH al excor+ſſivns, as in the caſe be- 
fore us the prayer 35 ſach, as 1ndeed it ought 
to be without doubting, 'when weask of God 
thoſe gifts which he hath promiſed. ws I. 
$, 6. 7 But it by the koly Ghott in this place, 
be meant only the extraordinarie gifts there= 
of, ſuch as Tonguer, MH raclrs, &c, Then cer- 
tainly there was no ground from any pronule 
of God , to pray that ail thoſe perſons whoeb were 
B eds in Samari:, [hugld ſo receive the Spirit. 
No, nor any Sround from any promiſe of God 
to pray for ſo much 1s any 9e parrecui ar proſon 
amung them el", {ith the Pronul- of God 
1n that caſe, is not made to this or that man 
or woman by name 3 and conſequently here 
was no ground for the Apoltles to pray abj 0 
[xtely and belijevively, but rather dcwbrine.), 
for that very thing which racy purpoſely 
prayed for. Seeing it is evident that not all 
the members of a "Church , but rather very 
tew ( and them alſo unknown by naine to any 
man, no not to the Apoliles themſelves. 1 Core 
12.11,29. Att 1. 24. ) are choſen to be Pro- 
pacts, workers of ng 6) And there- 
tore it followeth that there could be no ſuch 
| laying 


_ 
laying on of hands at all -practiſed here, 


ſome imagine , namely a laying, on of hand 
for the extraordinary gifts of the holy Ghoſt 
For though it is true, that God did ſymerime 
g1ve {uch gitts of his Spirit in the way ot Praie 
with laying on of Hands, yet that ſuch gitts 
was the only proper end of that ſervice, 15 
confidently denied, becauſe (as betore ) it 
was impoilible to know ( in any ordinari: 
way ) for whom topray, or on whom to im: 
poſe Hands, whether on men or women. fec- 
ing neither ſex 1s exempted trom the extraor; 
dinarie gitts of the Spirit. . 

It is certain that God gave the gift 0 
Tongues, &c. in the Miniiteric of the Word, 
Atts to. Yet it doth not follow thence , that 
{auch gifts are the only proper cnd of preaching 
the Word ; but the undoubted end of the Lord, 

' In that Ordinance 1s, ta: men believe, and b 
ſaved ( though perhaps they never receive the 
gift of tongues, prophette, &c. ) and this ic0: 
certainly that end which thall be attained by 
all that rightly accept that means of ſalvation, ſth: 
Fphn 20.31. Theſe things arc written thatÞa' 
ye mizht believe, and in b2lieving that ye mayſſÞcc 
have lite through his'name. "oF 

Nor will Att: 19. 6. prove that there is, orſſha 
ever nas any [ue9 thing 4s laying on of Flands tir h 
the exiraordinary gifts of tze Sjyiris only, tor Ba, 


ſill 


J 
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aftill we muſt diftinguiſh between an effeft onely, 
adYand that which 1s rhe widoubred end of any ſer- 
offvice. The reaſons even now urged , do for- 
nebid us to ſay,that tongues, miracles, &sc. was 
1icſſthe undoubted or preciſe end of laying on of 
ii ands, Aﬀs 19. becauſe the fexvice was uni- 
| igverſal 3 but extraordinarie gitts are particular 
) iFonly 3 And let it be ſcrioutly contidered , that 
riot Pu! had found 1ilve hundred mcn inftead 
1m: of twelve who had Ant received the huly Gh:f 
fec{W/nct they believed 3 onght he not to have done 
-Or-Mbat to them all which he did to theſe ? Doubt- 

Is he ought; yet who can irragine, tnat ſuch 
- offiits-as Tongues, Miracles, &c. thould be gt- 
rd. Mven to each individual ? This would be tar 
hatfWrom that order which-God hath beautihed his 
ingſſ-burch withall. 1 Cor. 12. 29,30. And where- 
»rd fs Paul in this place, and P-:er and jobs wn 
{ ls 5. 15 conceived by ſome of ons oppotites, 
theſſſo have impoſed hands to work Miracles fcr 
3 j;Kontirmation of the Word, this is a very great 
 byRniſtake, for then there is no reaſon to imagine 
ion. hat the practice of laying on of hands ſhould 
thatſÞave been general ( as doubtleſs it was. ) For 
nayſſÞ<cing that the healing of one Cripple As 

&. 16. was ſuthcient t5 convince open enemies 
- orffifhat the power of God was with his Apoſiles; 
; fir Then ſurely it was not neceſfarie that all che 
forfBaptized thould miraculoutly ſpeak wich 
ſtill | tongues, 


(46) 


tongues, for to convince t| amblves or others 
that the Word which they had received wa 
from heaven. , But alas, men fall into thi 
errour, by their anwillingnc {5 to ſee the truth 
for ſignes are not for them that belie2 3 and 
Miracles had been wrought by P 1i/ip at .S :», 
ria, to confirm the wurs, before Peter and 7 hn 
came there. 4s 8.6, 7. and all that we read 
of Perer and 7: hn in reſpc& of confirming 
the Word, 15 only this, that they teltihed and 
, preached it, and departed »e-/., 25. » 

Now that all che Diſciples at Samaria had 
Hands impoſed on them, cannot without ab 
{urdity be denied, for certainly they tmepoſed 
hands on all. 113 »bf: tel The they rrajed : 5 but 
will anyman ſay that they prayed bat for ſome 
of them only, that they might receive the 
promiſe of the Father, and that all the ref 
- muſt be excluded both from tne prayer, anc 
the gift prayed for ? Surely ſuch a conceit 
would make Peter and F-b» miſerable comfor:- 
ters to thoſe Diſciples, whom they ſhould thus 
- neglect in their prayers for the holy Spirit 3 as 
all the women, which were Baptized. were fo 
neglected,in the opinion of the Searchers, tor 
they by their demands will needs {uppoſe, that 
the "Apoſtles did npt impoſe hands on women, 
as if women had not as clear a right to the 


promiſed Spirit as men ! They might as well 
have 


b 


(17) | 
have doubted whether Peter and F-þn laid 
Winds on men, ſccing the Text fayes nothing 
:Warticularly of them any more than of the wo- 
nen. But I ſay theſe imaginations are very ir- 
tional, fith (as before) it was-not known 
o Peter or John, what perſons by name 
zould have extraordinary gifts, . whether the 
ervants or Heonamai«is of the Lord, nor 
rhether any..of them ſhould be Prophets or 
Wpcakers with tongues. But this they knew, 
hat the gift of the Holy Ghoſt belonged to 
Wiicm all ( for ſo chey had preached to others, Aﬀts 
2. 38.) and therefore certainly they prayed 
- Wor all to whom the promiſe did belong 3* 
ſnd then doubtleſs for whom: they prayed , 
Wn them they laid their hands, and (o it 15 evi- 
Jent they laid their hands on all. The fame 
ay be noted from Paxls queſtion Afts 19. 2. 
[ave yereceived the Holy Gheſt ſince ye believed ? 
here certainly he includeth the whole num- 
- {cr of theſe certain Diſciples, who (by there 
n{wer to the queſtion ) being all diſcovered 
0 be wanting in refpec&t of that great gift of . 
od z Pay/ myſt needs be very partial, he had - 
Wot the (ami care for all, that he had for ſome, 
ind if his care was equally tor them aHy,: 
. When reaſon tels us he would not be want- 
ng to any of them in his endeavours, that” 
hey might receive that Spizit which as---* 


(18) 


they had not received. So that {ſtil we fee, 
laying on of Hands was practiſed as generally 
as Baptiſm, or any other Ordinance, where the 

aGtile of it is recorded, and that 15 an evi- 
dence that the end of that ſervice was that 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt which is general, 
and conſequently not for the extraordinary 
gifts of the Spirit , otherwiſe then as they ar: 
included within the compals of that gxaciors 
 promile, 

That the laying on of Hands, As 2. Ath 
19. was not the laying on of Hands for extra: 
ordinaric gitts, but for the general donation 
of the Spirit to Diſciples indifferently, 1s yet 
more maniteftz becauſe upon this only ground 
could Pau! ask the Diſciples, whether they had 
received the Holy Ghoſt fince they believed; 
and upon this only ground may the Miniſters 
of Chritt ask this queſtion of the Difciples at 


Salt 02” TRE” __ waits an. amd 


this day, I mean fo to ask it, as thereby im. 


plying that they onght to haveit, torſo much 
Paui's queltion doth plainly. imply, as appears 
by his endeavours that they ( who had been 
{ſo long without it ) might now be made par- 
takers of 1t, and that for them all indiferent- 
ly. And upon this ground only conld Pete 
_ and fohn ue the means to obtain the Spirit for 
the Diſciples ar Samaria generally, namely be- 
cauſe the promiſe of the Spirit was univerſal. 

= Again 


(19) 
. Again from this conſideration , that that 
laying on of Hands eAtts d. eAtts 19.. wasa 
general praliſe, and the gift prayed for in that 
ervice, a general pift, 1t will follow that the 
Apoſtles performed © this ſervice of prayer 
with laying on of Hands , by ,vertue of their 
Miniſterial Authoritie,and not by vertue ofany 
particular power they had to give the Holy Ghoſt, 
as ſome do vainly imagine , otherwiſe it will 
follow , that by their gift of miracles they 
were bound to work a miracle for every Dif- 
ciple at Samaria 3. and for cyery one of thoſe 
certain diſciples at Epheſus, 0 

* which is abſurd to ima- * _— way 
ine; or elſe that they did N90 - Ke 20ers 
To this ſervice more than Cor——_ 
they were bound to do Ei- ' can render a good 
ther by vertue of gift or reaſon. | 

8 office, which isas ridicu- ll 
lous on the other hand 3 for though it 1s 
acl certain that they had rio power to give the 
a Spirit of God toany man 3 yet certainly they 
cc had power ( or authoritic from God ) to 
pray , with the laying on of 'their Hands, 
ny tor the members of the bodie , that they 
might receive the Spirit of promiſe, as ap- 
' peared by thoſe heavenly confirmations 
which enſued upon their performance , inſo- 
much as that it may be {aid , this ſcrviceof, 
C 2 prayer 
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| prayer with the laying on of hands is as much 
| confirmed from heaven , to be a thing well 
pleaſing to him, as any other ordinance 
whatſoever. 


And foraſmuch as the UNIFERSALITY Þ 
of the practice of layng on of Hands, with || 


prayer for the Holy Spirit , being evinced is a 


matter of that importance, that cyen thenee 1t | 
will follow.tharit 1s no ſuch thing as manyima- | 


vine it to be: ( vize 4 temporary prattece enly 
fitted for the Apiſtes times, that ſerme few ha- 
wing prattiſed or ſalmitted to it, It was10 ceaſe, 


being only perf rmed for the gift of tongues and | 


miracles, Q&c. ) I will therefore procecd a lit- 


tle further to demonſtrate this ſervice to be 


very univerſal,” - 

It may appear to all indifferent men , that 
very many thouſands were in the rcligious 
praciſc of this miniſtration in the firſt Chur- 
ches. And firſt from the ſtate of the Church 
at Samzria in its plantation, where the num- 
ber of Diſciples was very great, in likeh- 
hood not leis than 'an hunared thouſand, as 
may be gathered from Acts 8, verſe 14, It 
15 fajid, Sarmaria had received. the word ; and 
verſ, 8. There was great joy in. that City. 
Which exprethons, that they include cach in- 
dividua), I will not affirm; for, it they 1m- 
For: the generality of the inhabitants ( as _ 

will 
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( 23) ” | | 
will appear ) it ſufficeth for my purpoſe. This 
is evident , partly for that we hear not of ſo 
-e © much as one perſon , who oppoſed himſelf 
| againſt Phzlip's preaching in that City. No 
Y 3 not ſo much as Simuz the Sorcerer , for he 
hk Rx conſented to Philip's  dodrine. And' partly, 
2 | tor that there 1s the ſame reaſon to believe, 
it 4 that the whole (ity Cor the generality there- 
y of ) was converted by Philip , as that they had 
been generally deceived by Simon the Witch ( as 
that will not be denied ) foras it is ſaid ver/. 
1 9. He bewiiched them , to wit , the people of 
Simaria, which is interpreted of all,, or the 
generality. Ver/e1 1.Tobims they had regard, from 
& the leaſt even to the preateſt of them. - So on the 
2 other hand it is ſaid, verſ. 5. That Piilip went 
t | down to Samaria, and preached Chriſt to them, 
$S | 7+. all, or the generality. of them 3 as it 1 
. | rationally gathered from wverſ. 6. Ad: the peo” 
h I je wITH ONE ACCORD, gate heed to 
- [8 thoſe things which Philip ſpakes , heer,ng and ſee- 
- IE ing the miracles which ne did. © 
s | Hence we may perceive, a very general | 
t Cit not an univerſal ) converſion of this Ci- 
{1 Þ ty; who, Like as in times paſt they gave 


regard to the Sorcerer, both the leaſt and 

| greateſt of them 3 But now, with ON E 

, ACCORD, they gave heed to what Pzilip 
ſpake 3 even fo, ver}. 12. it 15 {aid of the very 
C4 ſame 
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prayer with the laying on of hands 1s as much 
confirmed from heaven , to be a thing well 
pleaſing to him, as any other ordinance 
whatſoever. | 
And foraſmuch as the #NIF ERSALITY 
of the pra&ice of layng on of Hands, with 
prayer for the Holy Spirit , being evinced is a 
matter of that importance, that even thence it | 
will follow.tharit 15 no ſuch thing as manyima- 
vine it to be ( vize 4 temporary pratece enly 
fired for the Apeſties times, that ſcme few ha- 
wing prattiſed or ſalmitted to it, It was ceaſe, 
being only perf rmed fur the gift of tongues and 
miracles, &c. ) I will theretore procecd a lit - 
tle further to demonſtrate this fervice to be 
very univerſal, | 
It may appear to all indifferent men, that 
very many thouſands were in the rcligious 
practiſe of this miniſtration in the frft Chur- 
ches. And firſt from the ſtate of the Church | 
at Samzria in 1ts plantation, where the num- Þ|} | 
ber of Diſciples was very great, in likeli- Þ} : 
hood not lefs than an hunared rhouſand,, as 
may be gathered fxom Acts 5, verſe 14, It 
iS fajd, Sawaria hid received. the word ; and I © 
verſ, 8. There was great joy in. that City. 
Which expreifions, that they include cach in- | | 
dividual, I will not affirm; for, if they 1m- 
For: the generality of the inhabitants ( as na” 
will 
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| will appear ) it ſufficeth for my purpoſe. This 
15 evident , partly tor that we hear not of fo 


much as one perſon , who oppoſed himſelf 


| againſt Philip's preaching in that City. No 


not ſo much as Sim the Sircerer , for he 


| conſented to Philip's dodrine. And partly, 


tor that there 15 the ſame reaſon to believe, 


| that zbe whole (ity ( or the generality there- 
= of ) was converted by Philip , as that they had 
| been generally deceived by Simon the Witch ( as 


that will not be denied ) foras it is faid verſe. | 


Y 9. He bewitched them , to wit , the people of 
S Samaria;, which is interpreted of all, or the 


generality. Yerſ.1 1.74 him they had regard, from 
# the leaſt even to the preavteſt of them. So on the 
other hand it 1s ſaid, vexf; 5. That Piilip went 


down to Samaris, and preached Chriſt to them, 
i. te all, or the generality of them 3 as it Þ 


| rationally gathered from .verſ. 6. A:d the peo” 


ple WITH ONE ACCORD, gate heed t& 


S thoſe things mhic5 Philip ſpake, heer ing and ſee- 


ing the miracles which he did. ”, 
Hence we may perceive, a very general 
(it not an univerſal ) converſion of this Cit- 
ty; who, Like as in times paſt they gave 
regard to the Surcerer, both the leaſt and 
greateſt of them 3 But now, with ON E 
ACCORD, they gave heed to what Philip 
ſpake 3 even fo, ver/. 12. it 15 (aid of the very 
- ſame 
ſs 


E 


, / 
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- ame people without exception, that when they 
bileeved Philip preaching the things concerning 
the Kingdom of God, and the name. of Jiſus 
| Chriſt, tey were baptized. 


And that there might be no cauſe to M 


doubt , whether the account given , be ſo} 
general, asthe terms already noted may im- | 
Ply 3 itis added by way of explication, b«9 | 
Al:n and Womm. Yea further, as the derei- 
ved City 1s now recorded 'to be converted, 
{o the very deceiver himſelf is brought in as 
believing and baptized, werſ. 13. We have 


therefore not only a general or indefinite ac- |M 


count. of the Diſciples at Samaria , but what 
is generally or indefinicely delivered in tne 
words, Samaria received the Word, 8&C. 1s ; 
{ufficiently defined to be meant of the people Þ 
with one accord. - Of the Deceiver, and them Mt 
that had been d:ceived, Of the people of both 
Sexes, tOwit, both men and women, And UPON 
thoſe very perſons, it is faid ( without the 
leaſt intimation of any exception of any per- | 
ſon or perſons whatſoever ) the Apofiles 
lajd their hands , after they bad prayed for them, 
that they might receive the holy Gh'ſt , frr as Net 
he was faln on none of them. Note | on none 
of them ] wherefore they prayed tor them 
all, Therctore they impoſed Hands on 
them all, 228 


Now 
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Now, ſuppoſe that the City of Samara; 
would afford but three hundred thouſand ins 


8 babitants capable of inftruction, if then I 


do allow two parts out of three , yet there 


Z remains t02000 Converts probably z hows 


ever intallibly a great multitude. To whom 


E we may well add ( asa people -owning the 


doctrine of impoſition of Hands ) the Church 


{ at Feru/alem, which confifted of many thou- 


Wands, by whom Peter and fohn was ſent to 
Smmaria, and it were unpious to think, that 


| they would now jangvare a fervice in the 
S worſhip of God at Samaria, which was not 


before received, in the Church that ſent them 
thither. But this ſervice is numbred among 


E the principles ef the Hebrew Church, and found 
Z practiſed in the Church at Epheſms 5 whence 
 itappears, this miniſtration was as univerſal as 
I other Ordinances in the primitive Churches. 
| Ergo, it was for the peneral pift of the Spirits Er- 


7 20, not for the extraordinary pifts only. 


Nor doth that Text, Dent. 34+ 9. alledged by 


| the Searchers , prove the contrary 3 for it 1s 
| not only ſaid , that /iſhva was full of the 
Stirit of miſed mr, for Afyfes had Iid hes hands 


01 bin, LC which ſcers to be no more, then 
what Timothy received by the laying on of 
Pars hands ( viz, ) the Spirit of -—— a ſound 
winde ir judgement , which may be received 
C 4 where 


where . the miraculous gifts of the Spirit "are 
' wanting. Doubtleſs, it may be fajd without 
| boaſting , that ſome Chriſtians in thele days, 
are ſo endewed with the Spirit of God ( at 
leaſt in compariſon of many of the Lords ſer- 
vants) that, :hey are fall of the Spirit of wiſed«m;Þ 
yet the Searchers will not ſay, they are fl off 
the miracalcws gifts of the Spirit : ſeeing theyy/ 
have told us ( though very untruly ) that theÞW! 
end of laying on of Hands, Att, 8. «AG; 19, 
15 ceaſed, or not attainablez which they con- 
ceive was only the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
Which conceit of theirs is the more. prodigj- 
ous , when we confider that fome- of them 
did lately ſubmit to laying on of Hands, 
with prayer to God. But I marvail with 
what conſcience , if indeed he was of this 
minde, that the end of that ſervice was not als 
 tainable, | 

It is worthy conſideration ,, that there wasÞ 
a Church at Epheſus , long before Pau! laid 
hands on thofe certain Diſciples, which he 
found there, at his ſecond comming to that 
City. AG: 18. 19, 20,26,27, So that-the word 
of God had been contirmed there tor many 
years 3 Priſcilla and Aquiiia having been 
left there, who. taught ſuch as were igno- 
rant, the way of the Lord more perfcatly, 
Apollos allo, mightily convinced the Jews 
WR Pp by 
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by the Scriptures, that Jeſus was the Chriſt 3 
we cannot now reaſonably think , that Pazl 
would ſettle thoſe certain Diſciples A4t#ts 19, 
in 2 Church dittin& from the Church at E- 


Epheſus alrcady , much Jeſs in a way or pra- 
die cmmadiſtiaft from the Church 5 and if 


not, then it follows , that the Church at E- 
pheſzs were allo in the practile of prayer, with 


Ithe laying on of Hands , as wcll as thoſe 


certain Diſciples, who were now to be laid 
into the building with the rett 3 which yet 
is the more confiderable , if we note 
that - paſſage in Epheſians 1. 13. which 
was ſpoken of the whole Church at Epbeſe, 
and ſhews plainly, that they had received the 
Holy Ghoſt or Spirit of Promiſe, after they 
believed the Goſpel of their falvation 3 which 
tally agree with the order, wherein the cer- 


tain Diſciples alſo received the Spirit. 


And here let us not omit that paſſage, 4; 
22,107 9.17. Whence it 150D- « And yer it's 
{crvable, thar Paxl,the eett wiſſel, wrne , which 
muſt be ſent to Damaſem, to be Paul ſaith G1, 
taught the principles or rudi- J31121) 5516. 

per Sap % *for the ſubs 
ments of Religion by * Ananias, que of the 
and particularly in the Doctrine Goſpel was res 
of Baptiſm, and laying on of vealed to him, 
Hands for the gift of the Holy Þefore Ananias 
Ghoſt,not only in repe& of the © 3 him, 
miracaloa3 
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loas gifts of Tongues, &7. (For it is a doubt 
( among Chriitians ) whether he ſpake with 
tongues, by vertue of any proper git ) or by 
mcans of his education...) But -the fpirit «&d 
love, power, and of a ſecond mind , which 
he afhrms God had given him, 2 TJ, I. 7, 
And though 1 It 1 true, there was ſome yariait- 
on in the order of things in Paz/'s caſe 3 that iP 
no prejudice to the truth in general , ther: 
being an emergency which might occaſion tt, 
and a ſpecial allowance from heaven for it at 
that time. Nor may this variation be a pre- 
{ident tor us, to vary im things of this na-| 
ture , having, no ſuch' occafion for it , any 
more than the //raelites cating the Paſſo- 
ver, without bcing cleanſed, according to the 
purification of the SanEuary 3 when an <& 
| mergency called tor it, and the Lord- al- 
lowed it , gave them oround to do ſo again, 
when there was neither the one nor the o- WM 
ater nor 15 It material againſt ought that 
rf we have ſaid, that ates was no officer in 
— the Charch , aac therefure impoſed Hands on 
Pin! by vertae of bs vitt 4; For ualeſs 
we. imagine the Church to have greater 
power than God , we cannot deny Ananiar 
co have authority y, tor all that he faid and 
did to Saul, Seeing he had immediate 


million trom heaven, whiz! 15 cquivolent to 
the 


(27) 
wb: Churches miftion at leatt 3 Nor 1s it 
eaſonable to think , that power to aG in Go- + 
pcl Ordinances , is fo tied to the Church, 
s that God may not anticipate that Order 
yhen 1t pleafſeth him. = 
And as this choten veſſe] was taught the 
2it-Mudiments of Chriſtianity, fo he inſtructed 
at ie{@thers in the fame, as we have ſeen in part, 
hereſſ$nd may fſce yet further, in his writing to 
it ſ 20:b3+ 3 who being under ſome fears and 
- atfcmptations, he labours to comfort him, from 
he conſideration of the Spirit which God 
ad given him which was the Spirit of love, 
power, and of a ſound mind , which he re- 
inds him of, by mentioning the means uſed 
or obtaining it , which was the putting on of * 
1 &-(P-1's hands. Sec and conſider, . 2 Pim. I. 4, 
al- j, ©, 7» S, | 
ain, Weare now come to the great Charter .of 
- o- Wie Church, for this point of Faith 3 I mean, 
hat Mit Epiſtle which Paul wrote unto the He- 
- in: Church 3 who. as he himſelf had learn- 
; on &d and taught others, concerning the laying: 
1:6 {Fn of Hands, as we have ſeen before, fo he 


uts the firſt of Goſpel Churches in mind, . 


iter 

1145 {t- that which they ( who were to be as a 
md Mandard to-the' reſt ) had been taught, in re- 
ate Wvcct of their principles as Chriſtians. Heb. 5, 
- ro 2+ and particularly, concerning laying 


ON 
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on of Hands, Heh. 6. 2. Concerning which 
particular, as I ſhall have too much occaſion 
to note the differing opinions among the Bap-]} 
tized/Congregations, ſo I ſhall hrit ſet downWh 
thoſe. things wherein they do generally agree Wa 
or rather, that which is granted by the Sear 
chers. And firſt, if 
They grant, that the diftrine of the Hl 
Gyoſt { 1 iuppoſe they mean the Promiſe of theſſſWhc 
Holy Ghoft ) was frequently taught «as 4 prin 
' cle of the Chriſtian faith > and they give wiſt» 
no reaſon , why it ought not with like fre 1 
quency to be taught, asa principle of the fam 
Faith now. a 
Secondly they grant, Tha: that laying on io 
hands, Heb. 6.2. « a principle of the dottrinWr: 
ri of Chriſt , and a part of thifct 
_ * Whick they 'f,ndation*. Now, eitherſſÞicd 
_ nj mey they muſt grant that theſÞrt 
id alwayes grant, . k 
os eife 1 had nog £WO, to wit, the promiſe offiraz 
mentioned it in Che Spirit, and laying on ofÞth 
this book. Hands, with prayer to ob-Mic 
tain it,” makes but one/prin-Þin 
cipte of Chriſtianity, or &fe they fall into thatſ«m 
which they condemn 5, viz. the making (cvenſſpdil 
principles. But to fay the truth , they ſeemſcr 
to make theſe two to be but one; yer fo , «ſz; 
chat they would deftroy the praQtick part. For}; 
they demand,whcther laymg, on of Hands, Het, 
6, 2 
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hich. 2. 715 nr be fignratively underſtood , {or the 
fon uly Spiric which wes piven thereby > But the 
Bap-Mnſwer is cafe , and tcllz3 them plainly, that 
ownWhis is the way to have ſuch a figurative foun- 
rres ſation, as Babes in Chriſt could never under- 
car-ſſtand 3 and then will come in 4 fignr ative Bag- 
Iz only. Yea|a figurative Reſurrection too, 
Hi FFould creep mto the Church, at the heels of 
theſe other frevres 3 till at laſt, the truth of all 
rin-Wc principles would, ftand only for a Cy- 
wil" 1140 
fre-@ But the inſtance , which the Searchers bring 
ameſÞ firengthen this their figurative interpreca= 
2m, very providentially overthrows it. For, 
» (Hough the Cap z taken for rhe Wine, and the 
rinWriid and Wine, for the Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
th ct we know that the ſign , -and thing figni- 
herfſied , do both remain 3 for the nſe and com- 
hefſOrt of the Church 3 and why then ſhould 
e oflrayer, with the kying on of Hands ( which 
n ofÞ< the gn ) be made, void by the promiſe of 
ob-Fie Spirit , which 1s the ſubſtance. Theſe 
rin-ings premiſed , the Searchers twenty fifth 
-hatſcmand, and the diſcourſe thereon depending 
ver diſcerned to be frivolous. Becauſe whatſo- 
cmſſcr they are pleaſed to write , it & certainly 
, 5Þ0xn rrat their opinion i contrary to that wri- 
Forſy. Otherwiſe it were calie to ſhew , not 
let, only 
. 2.6 
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only the Novelty of their conceit inthe ſaid Q Que 
ſion , but the vanity of ſuch an interpretation i 
he ward foundatin, as there they bring, might 
be diſcovered. For evident it 1s, that the 
fame which is called, the firſt principles of the 
Oracles of God, ard milk for Babes, werf. 12, 
15 called the principles of the doctrine 0 
— Chriſt | which pertain to the Eczinning off 
Chriſtian men | which now the Author 
would intermit z and the toundation, which 
he would not lay again 3 which foundation 
when he comes to ſet downin its parts; which 
principles, when he comes to enumerate, 
are thus ſet forth 3 of Repentance from dead 
works, and of faith towards God: Ot the 
dodrine of Baptſm, and of laying on & 
Hands. Of the Refurrection of the dead, and 
of Eternal judgement: 

And what though it be "72 that other 
foundations can n man lay , than that which 
15 already laid , which is Jeſus Chriſt ; doth 
this prejudice that uſe of the word foundatiy 
on, Hel.6. 1. not at all. Or at leaſt not any 
more than the Church, being called Chrif 
1 Cor. 12. 12. and the pillar and ground | 0 

| foundation | of the tru thz 1 /im. 3.15 
deth prejudice the Son of God, hs being Cal 
led Chritt, or the foundation. And are no! 
the Prophets and Apoſtles called the founds 
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tion Epheſ. 2, 20. of which Chriſt in the ſame 
place is {aid to be the earner ſtone? And yet 
eh furely Chriſtians of ordinary capacity do un- 
1.0 derſtand,, that theſe ſayings do not contra- 
dic, but agree very well with that faying of 
Faul, other toundation can no m'n lay, &C. SO 
long as Chriſt 15 held to be the Head, the all, 
| 3nd in alLto the Church of God. 

But fith the Searchers do grant {( and fay to 
my knowledge, that they did ever grant ) that 
laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2. to be a prifi-- 
ciple of the doErine of Chriſt , and a part of 
the foundation which. I take tv be a good b. fis 
for « happy compoſure of our unhay d ference ; 
It remaineth, that the only ( orchicf ) point 
of difterence lyeth in this, what laying on of 
Hands u: ts, that us called apart of the foundation, 
Hel. 6.2 ? Whether laying on of Hands with + 
prayer , for the Spirit of promiſe; or ſome. 
other kinde of laying on of Hands. ' We at- 
firm the firft , they imagine the latter. But 
Jatify now, ask them what laying on of Hands they 
an} 11! atlign to be meant, Hel. 6.2, and then, 
6 they either anſwer nothing at all, or elſe ſo 
| #0 fatly contradictorily one to another, or witle 
1.15 ſuch heſitation in themſelves, as it is to be ad- 
> ca] Tired but more to be lamented, that ſuch 
” nol -caders in Ifracl { as they paſs for and to 
ind} give them their due, might well paſs for ſach, 
tion IF 
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1F, &c.) ſhouid not be- able to digeſt the 
milk which Babes muſt feed upon , nor can 
they aſſign to Babes their Portion therein. But 
inficad of Milk,they ſometimes ſet before them 
ſtrong meat, cven that impoſition of Hand; 
which pertains to Biſhops in the Church 3 and 
this as one of the Babes principles, which is 
- far from being fit nutriment tor them. And 
now that the Searchers may ſuthciently ſhew 
themſelves to be in the dark , about that lay- 
ing, on of Hands which they confeſs to be a 
aprinciple, cc. They number up fx or {even 
#ſorts of laying on of Hands, and. then puts it 
daxto the queliion, Which of all theſe laying on of 1 
hands iz intended Heb. 6. 2. and 15 that which ne 
. BM. alla Dutrin? of Chriſt ? By which unwary h 
Xt demand , no doubt they have led many af; 
fimple meaniny, Chrittian into a Maze , and 
there left him 3 nor can they pollibly give him 
relief, fith they cannot extricate themſelves 
from the fame meander; and as an addition to 
their folly, they demand, char ſering divers mul 
ave differently perſwaded , conrerninp that laying 
on of hands, Heb. 6. 2. Whether this be nit 4 
ſuſſicient ground for them to doubty hether that lay: 01 
ing on f hinds practiſed Ly 1a be inflituted by God? 
Which if 1t be , then they have ſufficient 
ground, to doubt of all things which ther o, 
(as well as we ) do hold for Gods inſtitutions {11 

: For i 
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For certainly divers men are ( notwithſtand- 
ing their intereſt) diverlly perfwaded of molt 
aut places of Scripture, on which they ground 
cm iy their taith and practiſe; But to leave ther 
2ds M jn this miſt, till they being weaty , ſhall Je 
nd Bf Greto return tothe Lord in this part” of his 
13 will; T ſhall endeavour to ſhew plainly; 
nd Bf what laying on of hands it 15, which is called 
WWF 2 principle of Chriſts doqrine, and a part 
© Wof the foundation, And though the Sears 
© 2 WM chexs are pleaſed to trouble their Readers, with 
"0" Falarge enumeration of layings on of hands; , 3 
1 MW yct they ſeem at. latt to be content”, That? 0G 4 
? 0 Wthat laying on of Hands Heb. 6.2. ſhonld be mew nr 
"PW one our of x0 3 namely, either that which was O12 c 
T) for healing the fick , or elſe that which was for ,;5 ; 
Y 2W:þ+ extrarrdinory gifts of the Spirit 2 But ey IJ 110 ; 

rather incline to the firſt , and as for the lat- 
ter, we have ſhewed there is no ſuch thing, 
nor ever was being a thing out of the reach 
of mans underſtanding. to' whom ſach pits 
"$4 belong, and. conſequently they know not 
Non whomto impoſe theirhands. © Rants 
That the laying. on of Hands, Heb." 6,” 2% 
, (#fould be that on the fickgis no way congttitous 
4 Yeo truth or reaſons For, how ſhonld tl [5 IC, 

one of the firſt principles of the OHRERE. 
7 God, and Milk for Babes ſeeing it is Mele 
b:eſed to believe without a miracle, than with 
F * +" one, 
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one, (but it is not more bleſſed-to be without4 
priveipes of Chriſts Doctrine, than to have 


it ) and thoſe who would not believe unle 


they ſaw them, | are upbraided for the hardne( 
of their hearts, Certain it 15 , That that lay-ſ 
ing onof hands to heal the fick , if neceſſary, 
yet is -prercquiſite to faith ,  ſigus being, (for 
them which do notbelieve 3 and not for thet 
that do. But the laying on of hands, Heb.6.2, 
is ſubſequent to Faith, yea it follows Baptiſin; 
and. that as -1t is a principle of the: Oracles of 
God, therefore it cannot be that which was 
for the working of miracles. Again, laying 


4: on:of hands on the fick, is moſt proper (it 
-.-», not only proper ) for thoſe that are without, 


and theretore not milk for Babes in the Church ſ- 
and conſequently not that laying on of Hands 
Heb.6. 2: As: for ſick perſons 1n the Churdfſj 
of God.. they are not bid to have hands laid 
on them ,. but are bid to ſend for the Elder; 
of the Church, that they may pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of theR | 
Lord, &c. And they have a promiſe, that thc 
prayer of faith ſhall fave the fk | 
" And what though the healing of the wo 
man, Lake 3.17. and the diſeafed people & 
the Iſland, «Att; 28. 9, 10. may. be teaching 


 toall,yet this doth not prove, that it is a prin- 


ciple, appertaining te the beginning of a in 
tan, 
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ſian, and to follow his Baptiſm. Nor doT 
ſce, that it is properly teaching to a Believer 
2s ſuch 3 for what doth it add to the Faith of 
a Chriſtian, »hs Lelieverb already., that Ghriff 
bath « one far g-e4tr# things than. the bealing of 4 
diſeaſe 7 For he believeth , that he hath over- 
come death, and brought life and immortality 
tolight, by the Golpel. Indeed, to thoſe that 


doubt whether Chriſt be the Son of God, ſuch 


a ſight may be fome way convineing to them. 
But ſtill this 1s for the begetting of Faith, and 
ſo. not the fourth principle of a Chriſtian», We 
ſee then, that laying on of Hands on perſons 
which are without, to, work miracles , can 
with no ſhew.of truth , be ſaid to. be that lay- 
ing on of hands Hel. 6:2, Eſpecially if we 
conſider, how it is joyned with the cafting out 
of Devils, CIark 16. 19. Which is therefore 
a further evidence , thar it is not in any wile 
to be recounted as milk for Babes., 1n the 
Church of Chriſt. I willend this point, with an 
argument from our Brethrens opinion z whick 
is, that laying on of Hands for working miracles is 
ceaſed ; whence I argue, - ws 

All the principles of Chrifts doGrine do re-. 

main, of which principles; Laying on of Hands 

#5 0Nte | 

But Laying on of Hands for working miracles 

{ ſay- our-Brethzen ) « ceaſed 3 Ergo, laying on 
- D3 ot 
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- of Hands for working miracles, is not that 
which is called a principle of the docrine of 
Chriſt. - Eve, Laying on of. Hands to heal 
the fick , js not that which 15 caJled a princt- 
ple of the doQrine of Chrift. Thar the lay- 
ing on of Hands, «Att; 8. Att, 19. is the ve- 
ry ſame that is mentioned, Het. 6.2. apped- 
reth thus, /That in Heb. 6 2. isa principle of 
the DoGtrine of Chriſt, a part of the Fonnda- 
tion. But why {fo > Not fimply as a bare Ce- 
remony, or A& done by man 3 bur rather 
inreſpe& of ſome divine thing fignihed , and 
obtainable ,-in the religious obſervation ot it, 
as the proper undoubted end of that ſervice, 
and rhar for babes in Chriſt, That laying.on 
-of Hands Atts 8. At 19. doth agree with 
theſe conliderations, being diſpenſed to Babes 
in Chriſt, religiouſly performed with prayer to 


God , and fignihed a ſpiritual benediC&tion, 


and was uſeful for the obtaining of it , even 


the ſpirit of promiſe z and was cherefore fun- 


damental to their Chriſtian ſtate. Again, that 
laying on of Hands Heb. 6 2. hath” 1mmedt 
ately follow Baptiſm, as its proper place; 
and fodoth that laying on' of Hands, 4#. 8, 
and tt; 19. which cannot -be faid ot any 0- 
ther laying, on ot Hands whatſoever. 

The que conſideration of the place of this 
tyirg on of Hands, 1s veryamaterial for our 
. _— infor- 


pl 
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hat Einformation', what particular laying on of 
> of Hands, is intended Het. 6.2. Yea, it is ne-' 
1eal Fceffary in any caſe, that the order of the truths 
ct ſof Chriſt be maintained, otherwiſe we ſhall 
lay- ſſbe very prepoſterous in Religion 3 Let us then 
ve- irefledt upgn that order, in which the princi- 
a> Yples of Chriſtianity are propoſed to us, Heb, 
of Ws. 1,2. Here that faith which juſtifieth , muſt 
da- needs follow brokenneſs of heart, as not only 
Ce Scripture, but Chriſtians experience doth yit= 
her neſs. And the promiſe of the holy Spirit doth 
nd follow the. Baptiſm of repentance, for re- 
it, Emilfion of ſins, As 2. 38. 'And fo doth the 
ce, means which God hath provided for the ob- 
-On Ftaining that gift or promiſe 3 . and fo doth the 
1th BRefurre&ion precede the eternal judgement. 
bes Nor can I 1magine how our diſſenting Bres- 
r t0 thren can fatishe their- confcrences, touching 
on, the place of that Jaying on of 'Hands, which 
ven Eithey imagine to be a principle'of Chriſts 'do- 
an- YGrine,” ' Forlet thoſe that fay , it 1s aying on 
nat Bof hands upon! the fick., tell me: where they: 
di- will place it in” the order of*their -princi- 
e-; pics; and why-it may not as. well precede 
5, WFaith, as follow. Baptiſm ? And how can 
'0- thoſe -chat- will have it” to be laying on of 
« hands on Officers , make it the fourth  prin- 
his ſciple,” or fundamental. ro ' Chriſtianity , fith 
mn reaſon the Church muſt be founded, before” 
D 3 he 
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the ordain her Officers, As for thoſs which 
fay, the laying on of hands Heb. 6. 2. is wic- 
ked mens laying wicked hands on the Saints, 
t ay a more prodigious dream was ſcarce 
ever heard of : For how can that be: the 
fourth om of Chriſts , which neither 
he, nor none by his appointment, ever taught 
at all. And though it 15 true he {peaks of fuch 
_ athing, and forc-tels 1t , yet that proves it 
not his dodrine , for then it will follow, that 
Judas his treaſon , and all the impious ads 
fore-told inthe Scripture, are the doEtrines of 
Chriſt. | 
Nor ſhall we mtermit D:&or Hammond's 
conceit, as if the laying on of Hands, Hel. 6. 2, 
ſhould helopg to thoſe whotall after Baptiſn; 
which conceit our brethren do ſeem very highly 
to approve of 3 as if any thing but truth in this 
caſe were acceptable to them}, though it over-i 
throw their own opinion. For whiles they 
lean to the Door, they have quite forgotten, 
that laying on of Hands, Heb. 6. 2. isa prin-F 
ciple of Chrifts doctrine,and a part of the toun- h 
dation'3 yea milk for Babes in Chriſt. But what 1 
ſhall we fay, do none attain to all the prin- c 
ciples, nor to every part of the foundation, || :* 
but ſuch as fall after Baptiſm ? Again, arc 
they only B:bes which fall ſo, as to need the | 
indulgence of reconciliarion 3 or do not fome-i} © 
| times 
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times ſtrong men fall , when Babes hold on- 
their way ?._ It isnot forgotten , that the chiet 
Author of this Search, did (© fall, as toneed 
the indulgence of reconciliation z from whence 
[conclude; that he either is a Babe, or elſe 
ſtrong men may fall; It thelatter, then I fux- 
ther conclude, . that if there be any ſuch laying 
on of hands as the Doctor ſuppoſes 3 but 
proves not. (. though our. brethren unwart- 
ly fay that he doth ) yet it cannot be that, 
which 15; mentioned, Het.. 6. 2, for the rea- 
ſons aforeſaid. AS alſo, for that it would 
follow from this conceit, that one. and the 
ſame perſon , muſt- have hands © impoſed on 


him 70 times and ſeven, if he fall © often 


after his Baptiſm, and require the indulgence 
of reconciliation. | F 

I doubt not, but that our diſſenting Bree 
thren would eafily grant, that the laying on 


| of Hands, H:+b..6. 2, is the very fame that is 


mentioned, A#s $. At; 19. provided wedid 
not urge - the continuance-of the pradtice in 


the Church of God. But then 1 would know, 


how we can rightly wn thatprinciple ,. if we 
deſtroy the pradtick part? And! here let me 
{erioutly ask our Brethren , what manner of 
nlxacion they give young Diſciples ,,con-- 
cerning this matter ? or how they principle 


"|| them. in it, or build them upon it ? Their 
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conſcience is witneſs, ( T{peak what 1 know, 
for:I alſo was as they are) that they either 
wholly paſs by that principle in filence , not 
inſtructing them at all concerning itz or elſe, 
ifany thing be ard about it; 1t- 15 rather to 
make the matter doubtful, than to clear their 
underſtandings in it. And indeed it's im- 
poſſible they ſhould do otherwiſe (as the caſe 
ftands ) for ſeeing they know not what it is, 
are therefore ſuch. (1 fpeakit confidently, yet 
I traſt humbly ) - as (_notvithitanding their 
largeneſs in the knowledge of many things ) 
have need to be taught this principle of the 
Oracles- of God. ' Let -it not offend them, 
though I plainly tell-them , that in this point 
of Faith, they are'too much like the A4rbenj- 
45s in another caſe, for as they by their in- 
ſcription to the unknown God, declared plain- 


ly , | that they ignorantly worſhipped him c 


whom. they knew: not 3- Even fo our Bre- 
thren, whules they grant ( and all men muſt 
grant.) laying on of 'Hands, Heh, 6. 2. to be a 
principle of Chriſts do@Grine , and yet cannot 
determine what laying on of Hands that is; 
they do little leſs than ſubſcribe, to the 2N- 
KNOWN PRINCIPLE, or the UNKO#wN 
PART OF THE FOUNDATION. Tfo- 
therwiſe, let them determine poſitively con- 
_ccrning this principle , what -it 4s3 and Jet Þh: 
if | 3 their 
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their diligence appear”, in teaching itz toge- 
ther with the reſt of the principles: which 
yet ( to ule their own dialect ) I deſpair ever 
to ſee them perform either the one, or the 
other 3.at leaſt, ſo long as they carry them- . 
ſelves towards thoſe who ſhew them that 
which they fo ignorantly pretend to own, fo. 
much like the Athenians , as .to account of 
thoſe to be ſerrers forth of [trange Principles, 
15 they. accounted Paul, a letter forth of ſtrange 
gd. And though you ( asthey ) ſcem to be 
very defirons to hear what in this caſe we 
ave to lay 3 yet when, we have told you the 
truth, then, as they thought it a thing incre- 
lible, that God ſhould raiſe the dead 3 {oF 
you think it incredible, that we ſhould receive 
any bleſſing, in'the way of prayer with the 
lying.on of Hands 3 as evidently appears by 
your demand, in theſe words. 

How doth your pratliſe of laying on of hande, 
agree with theirs, ( meaning the Apoſtles ) 
28 S. ef(ts 19. having no juch bieſſing to come 
mnicate, as th ey bad ? 

In which demand , you ſeem to lye under 


two very great miſtakes: z as firſt, that the A- 
poſtles had the bleſſing of the gifts of the Spi- 


Wit; to communicate to others 3 as if, they 


could give the gift. of prophefie, tongues, mi 


Wile, &c Secondly , that on whomſoever 


they 


he - 


they laid their hands, the fame received ſuc. 
a bleſhng 3 to wit, the miraculous gifts of the , 
Spirit. . Which blinde conceits you neva} 
learned of Simen Peter, for they are the e&:- 
rours of ' Sim e Magus ..- Ads 8, Whoſe | 
blindneſs. was baked by Peter , affirming, 
that that bleſſing was the gift of God, Yea 
It is written , and the Scripture cannot be bref 
ken, that every good gift , and every perfett pift, 

i from above, and cometh down from the Fathy 

ef Lights, &c. Yea the Spirit it (elf is free, 
b!owing where it liſtethy, and « therefore not 10 
communicated by any man whatſoever. We coll 
clade therefore ,. that the Apoſtles had no ble 
{ing to communicate to thoſe, on whom the 
laid their hands; but could only beg it at thei: 
hands of God , as the very words of the Text 
doth ſhew, A#; 8. They prayed for then?” 
that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt , notÞ.* 
that they might receive the gift of tongues, 
miracles, &c. but only that they might «|. 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt. From the Text thu 
. confidered:, I argue 5 + He djd communi: 
cate the bleſſing only , ts whom the prayer mi 
made for it. . But the prayer was only made il 
Gel, therefore he only did communicate the bli; 
;ing. Again, Tvey that beg 4 bleſſing for then: 
{ei2es, or for cth:rs , do not communicate tha; 
bling to them/eluer, or. te hers 3 But, the A 
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wles did only beg the bleſſing of the Spirit, &c. 
the tkerefore they did not communicate it, &Ce 
VIE het it further be confidered , that if that 

Wwbich they ask be c<cainable, andobrained by 
ole thoſe that now wait upon God in prayer, with 
15 the laying; on of Hands, then our practiſe doth 
Fgree very well with theirs 3 now what did. 
hey ask ? The gift of. tongues ? &c. No, 
-/*Wicy only asked the Holy Gheſt , and. ſurely 
Mic Holy Ghyt is now attainable and attained, 
"W2'n theres where tongues are net attained, O- 
Wicrwiſe it will follow , that the greater part 
tf the Saints in the primitive tines, as well 
as the Saints in theſe dayes , have not recei- 
& the Holy Ghoſt 3_ which is not only too- 
Wiſh, but very pernicious to imagine, For Atts 
83-32. its ſaid, the Diſciples were filled with 
oy,and with the Holy Ghoſt 3 avd the Church 
15 exhorted to be filled with the Spirit. All 
jhich may be attained to now, although the 
1 Fniraculous gifts of the Spirit be not attain- 
"od, nor indeed are they neceflary 1n or- 
Wer thercunto5 as the places laſt quoted do 

ew. 

Now: that there is an agreement between 
be laying on of hands, Aft; 8. Atts 19. Heb. 
KW. 2. and that which we practiſe, wall fur- 
4; ter appear by this parallel : The Apes per=., 
| raed laying on of Hanis, with prayer to the 


Lord, 
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Lir4,and fo do wesThey performed 1h ſervice on 
Diſcapies,cs ſuch, whether male or {emale, and {0 
do we 1t nas praftiſed by them in order to the 
reieiving the Holy Ghiſt, and fo it is by us; 
They placed laying on of Hands, tn the fourth place 
ef (briſtian prixciples, and ſo do wez They 
aiked mit Tonon's , and Miraculous gifts, no 
more do we : The effeits of thar lervice depen- 
aed nuonthem, no more it doth on us3 But 
that mas according to the will of the. Father then, 
and fo'it isfo us. 

Juftly might we return our Brethrens de- 
mand upon themſelves, in their practiſes of 
prayer and preaching , when we confider how 
God gave the Spirit in the likeneſs of fiery: 
tongues, to the hundred and twenty Diſct- 
ptes, who prayed with one accord, 1n one: 
place : 'Fhe like to which effect , never tot 
lowed the moſt ſerious prayer, that Ever pro- 
ceeded from our Brethren. Muſt we then 
conclude, that there is no agreement. between 
their prayer, and the prayer of the Church in 
choſe dayes This is the way to make void the" 
the waycs of God, unleſs he give us _the- like 
ef at all times; which he ever gave to any, 
at any timc. The like may be ſaid of preach- 
ing For 'when Per preached; As 10. the 
Holy Gnoft fell on: all that heard the word, 
Jo as That they ſpake with tongues. Would it 
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not be abſurd now to ſay, that Peter did come 
unicate the ble{hing of tongues there? Ard 
thence to conclude, that none may preach.un- 
le(s they have the blefling of tongues to com- 
municate to thoſe to whom they preach. _ : . 
Nor may we ſay, that the like effc& did ab 
wayes follow the preaching of P:ter himſelf; 
no nor his laying on of Hands neither. For 
taere 15 no mcnt10n that thoſe Diſciples at Sa= 
naria received the gift of tongues 3 but only 
that they reccived the Holy Ghoſt : For we 
have ſhewed, that the Holy Ghoſt may be re- 
ccived ſo, as that perſons may be known, and 
lazd by others to be full of the Holy Ghoſt , 
nd yet the miraculous gitts of the Spirit may 


Mc abſent. Nor 1s it to be doubted , bat that - 


mon Afigus had hands impoſed on him, in 
ommon with the reſt, faith he was a Believer, 
and Baptized, and ſhewed as much zeal as the 
«lt ( 1f not more ) for 1ts ſaid he continued 
vith Phiiip, and wondered, beholding the 
mracles which were done, ©c. Nor was the 
deceit of his heart percetived , till after the fcr- 
ie of laying on of Hands was performed, 
«8, And yet certainly his recervings in 
clpect of Spiritual bleihngs, was not fo great, 
ut that it may be ſafely preſumed, that many 
riftians in theſe dayes, do receive the Holy _ 

020k as much as S;mun 1 044 did. And 
| thoagh 
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though Peter aid tohim , thou haſt no pat 
or lot in this matter, yet the words | this 
matter |] , cannot refer to Simms defire "0 
ſubje&ion 'to laying on of Hands but ty 
his ambitious and avaritious. delire , to be 1 
Miniſter to diſpence that, ordinance to others 

for carnal advantage. | 
And whereas it 1s much doubted, whethe 
laying on of Hands , was ever taught or con 
manded by authority from heaven ,- me thin 
this ſhould hor be hard to be underſtood. Un 
leſs we can be {© void of reaſon , as to dream 
that Feter and Fobn, when they came amony 
the Diſciples, went prepoſterouſly , from per 
fon to perſon , praying and putting thei 
hands upon them , and that without tellin 
them what they meant by if, Whichto 
were enough to amaze the Spectators, and j 
contrary to the glory and gravity of Goſptd 
- performances 3 which as they mult be acts (« 
ſabje&ions ) 'of- Faith, if they do pleaſe God 
{o the faith of ſuch as (or ſubje&ions ) muſſſno! 
come by hearing, with underſtanding - hf tha 
they muſt do' , of to what they maſt ſiſthe 
mit, and to what end. And this hearinfſ} tha 
' muſt be from the Word of God , elſe there] the 
no ground for Faith, or practice in matter of 1 
of Religion, fo as to pleaſe God, But Gſſlite] 
was well plaſed with the Apoſtles ating, an Hai 
[ 
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the Samaritans ſubmiſhon, in the caſe of pray 
& with laying on of Hands, and bore wit- 
of nels from heaven that he approved itz There- _ 
to fore their obedience was:of Faith 3 Therefore 
e aff they heard with underſtanding, that what they 
ra did was their dutyz 8 therefore the Lord taught” 
them both concerning the duty, and the end 
hall thereof. = | ads 
xl That the Apoſtles ſhould practiſe with fuch 
nk frequency, this ſervice of prayer with the lay» 
urJing on of Hands ,, upon Diſciples generally; 
-anſ8 That it fhould be recorded among the chief of 
on ticir Acts, in promoting the Goſpel, and fet- 
per ling of Churches, that it ſhould be placed a- 
helmong the principles of Religion, and all this 
wh without authority from heaven, is unworthy 
tne followers of Chriſt or his Apoſiles to 1ma- 
Moine, | | 
, But foraſmuch as divers have laboured- to _ 
MY atisfe the contrary minded in this point , 
whoſe works are extant & unanſwered, I ſhall 
not inſiſt farther 3 ſave that I do briefly ſhew 
that our -Brethren , are not conſiſtent with 
themſelves in this particular. For they do 
infl that themſelves, which they will not allow 
© thcmſ{clves to do; for they practice laying on 
of Hands on Officers , for which there'1s as 
little by way of precep: as for the laying | 
Hands ag Diſciples, or racher leſs. For fiance 
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they do now acquit that Text, 1 7 im. 5. 22, 
as not having any thing todo with the bufi- 

\ nels of Ordination 3 'and'to ſtrengthen a con: / 
trary interpretation, do bring the Suffrages of | 6 

Dr. Hammnnd, tor, Cyprimn, and the Conn-iſ ! 
cil of Carthage 3 ſure I am they have no Text] 6 
which hath ſo much as the face of a-precept 

' | I mean in fo many words | tor laying hand 
upon Officers akhough it is beyond doubt] tl 
with me, that that way was ordained of God, ſl # 
to depute his ſervants in the Miniftery, to their G 
works reſpectively 3 wheretote I will conclude 1: 
this diſconrfe, with this Enthemetne. 5 

There is ſufficient grqund in Scriptute for] 1/ 
laying on of Hands on Officers in the Church. ps 
Ergo, "there.is ſufficient 'ground in Scripture « 
tor laying hands on Members of the Church. +: 
And whereas our Brethren do make a ſhewfſ 

(by their actions ont of fome ancient Au: 
thors,: as well 'as Modern ) as it Antiquity t: 
were on their part /in''this- Controverfie 3 I l: 
wul therefore put in ſomething by way ot ef z 
vidence to the contrary , as I finde them; x 
partly from the Authors themſelves, and part-ll m 
iy from fuch as have gathered certain ſenteu+ÞÞ ge 
ces out of the works of the -Ancients concernÞ} 1, 
ing this matter, | b- 


\ 
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Tertullian to this effe&t 3 That Ike Tertnleds 
a in Baptiſm the fleſh us waſhed, that thereſur. &« 
on: | ſoul may br made clean 3 (o in laying ons. 
5 of fl of Hands the fleſh # overſhadoned , that 
nn-}f th: ſoul may be ' illaminaied by the Holy. 
ext} Spirits | 


n&ll In the Conſtitutions of Clemens, 
ub} there is ſaid to be this paſſage, viz« 
od, #* muff all haſten to be born again ts 
heir God ( meaning by Baptiſm ) and as ; 
udel lengeb ro be ſigned by the Biſhop, that \ 
, to receive the ſeven fold grace of | 
for the Spirit ,, otherwiſe a perſon cannot 
hl prrfeftly be a Chriſtian, if careleſly 
url and willingly ( and not of neceſſity) be - 


ch. Yemaan withoat its 


Au Cyprian , ſpeaking of the Samari- ©ips #p- 
uiyY tans Tecebving the Holy Ghoſt, by «d J«bs+ 
; I laying on of Hands 3 faith —— 

te] hich alſo 7 done with ws , that they 
mill hich are baptized in the Church, - 
tf muſt be preſented to thoſe who are ſer . 
en over the Church, that by prayer and 
r-Y} laying. on of Hands , may obtain the 

Holy Ghrft, 
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Ferom,ad Terom (according to Andreas Wil. 
Lycifs let) touching laying on of Hands, 


; hath, theſe words 3 viz. 7: hath ever 
been the (nſtom of the (hurch, 


Evuſeb. I, Exſebizs, hath a paſſage concern» 
6-542. ing Nevatus ( who lived about the 


middle of. the third Century ) how 
he ſlighted the impoſition of Hands; 
theſe are his words ( after mention 
made of hjs being baptized, he faith) 
He obtajne1 nis —— that which bt 
ſÞ.uld have dozz, according to the Ca 
nan ( or ra'e) of the (Parch; to utt, 
Confirmition by the hands of the Biſi'o, 
Jnſumuch then he clrained nut that, 
him came he ly the Hily Ghoſi > See 
alſo to the ſame effe&, the ſeventh 
book of Exfebjws, c.2. 


For Modern Writers, Eraſmm (in 
my. opinion) as he 15 moſt clear with- 
out mixture in moſt of his Expoſitr 
ons, and particularly in this point he 
15s moſt clear, 


Theſe are his words upon the prin- 
Cciples, Heb. G6. I, 2. | 


T bt 
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The firſt degree” unto ChriſHanity, # Eraſm. 

to be repentant .of, our former life, and 10paraph.in 

ver fl fr ſake fin; Next of all it is required , Heb:6.24 
that we be. tang? e. that tra dnjucengy, and. 


ſos!-health, 5.10 he hoped for of God * Then 
Ile I firthwith , that ze be purged by Holy 
the Baptiſm, from, the, filrhineſs of or. ſins, 
OW IN ard r:ftsrcd, again to the ſtate of inne- 
ds; ency 2. then that we receive the. H oly 
00 Y Ghoſt ,; b5. 1aying on of Hands ;, and be \ 
th) BN lieve the reſyrreftion of the dead to come 5 
be Wl ind alle that laſt. judgement , that ſhall 
-4' YN card ſome to eternal felicity and other 
we ſome , to everliſting pains and damna- 
0, tions , "1, NaH » Pakge. 


See Y Diedate hath theſe words Laying Dydars 
th Wl on of Hands , 4s a Ceremony Joyned Annot.on 
to Baptiſm, for a ſign of Bleſſing and Con-Ht.6.2. 
- Wſerratjon ro God, And he calls theſe 
(10 principles, the fir(f grounds of C briſtian 
th- Catechiſm , and the heads of Chriſtian 
it!” Bf Doftrine. 


As in Bajtiſm z the outward Mini- Tindale 
 Whery or myſtical waſhing deth regene- in 2 Tim: 
IN" Bf rate, waſh anay fins, cleanſe and purge Va 

from oxr filthineſs ; ſo doth the im \ 
The | | L232  poptions + 


(52) 
fition or Lying on of Hands, give ut 
"+, the pift of the Holy Ghoſt: but the ont- 
"PN #Hr0 an2 #yſFical waſhing , doth onely 
repreſent unto ws , chat in Ghrifts Blond 
64 Jani art clean waſhed" hay; 8c. 


—- | & *& 


From theſe Teftimonies it appear- 
eth, that what the Churches of Chriſt 
now contend for , touching, the pra- 
Qice, and the ſubje&s;, and the end 
of prayer , with Laying on of Hands, 

Is no »ovel- thing) 'but a6 the inftitu- 
tion of © that Ordinance 1s found' in 
Holy Writ *( as we have ſhewed ) 
it hath continued in uſe as neceſſary, 
i place, thenext to holy Baptiſm, a- 

 mongClniftians generally. 


\ " 


ue 44 _”y 
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\(SSESEAS:ES 
[=XEEENED: 


p Ecting lately with a very 
T: $ worthy Brother, at * Eff 
wW. Haddon in the County of 
hk \Norchampton 3 he did much 
importune te, to admit 
of a ſhort diſpute with him 
about the principle under 
confideration 13 to whom 
: [ conſent , and he lard down chi Aﬀerti- 

Fon, 


F: 


ek: 3 = That 
"Ta 


($47 


That Layirg on of Haas, Heb. 6. 2, 


Qt: eh 4-o dp-arrgt Prancipie., nord o, 
> Prallicd Dy. 


© - | 


Apainſt which I laid doiyn this Poſition: 


F 12. 


Layttg oof Bands Hed, 6. 2. & fl 
Principle of the Doarineof Chriſt, "+ 

_ be praiſed by bis people, and a pu 
of the Furndation there mentioned: 
__ © Which my Oppoſite did wholly den}: 


(It was argued that 1 ſhould" he” Opponentyſſ 
wher eupon I offercd this Argument. Sy 


tori $21 Opponent. ArgyI« | 
_* The word Principles, Heb. 6. 1. being oftheſ« 
Plural number, is refer'd to All' theſe particu- 
lars > namely,: Repentance ,' Faith , Baptiſms, 
Laying on ot-Hands, the Reſurrection of the 


dead,and the Eternal judgement. w 
- Ergo, Laying on of Hands, Hel, 6. 2, isa a 
w 


principle of the doctrine of Chriſt. : 
R Cn 


v4 


ON, 


G5) 


Reſpondent.” 
You onght not to prove it a Principle bythat 
Text, | 


Opponent. 
My poſition 'is not the Text, therefore I 
may prove it by this Text. 


Reſpondent. 
. The Text about = 97 we d fer will not pond 
it : 
Opponent, ; 
If any Scripture will prove it , it is (uffici- 
entz and therefore anſwer to the Argument. 
Either diſtinguiſh ,” or deny the Antecedent or 


conſequence. 


Reſpondenes 
1 will prove thas Laying on of Hand ſy > Heb. 6. 


| FX foundaticn principle, COMA, wanna 


Opponent, | 

Sir, you would by no means be Opponent, 
when I dctired you to make good your Aſſer- 

tion ; but complain'd, as if Lput you upon that 
which was not your part : Why then do-you 
4 now 


Ju 
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now refuſe to anſwer , and pat your {elf into i 


the place of the Opponent, which you knoy 

is contrary to rule, fith I am now to prove, 
Reſpondent. ; 

ell, I anſner by denying the conſequence, 


Opponnent. 

I defire to know whether you grant the 
Antecedent , for your denial of the Conſe. 
quence only , ſappoſeth that you grant the 
Antecedent. | 


Reſpondent. 
1 { do grant your Amtecedent. 


10-2E. \ Opponent, 
- Then take notice that you grant the firſt 


branch of my Poſition, which you denied | /a- 


ing, 1 deny it all |for that the word prancipls, 
Heb, 6.1. refer toall the particulars aforeſaid, 
then to Laying on-of Hands and fo the Con- 
ſequence will tollow. Thus you grant as much 
as I can deſire. 


- Reſpondent. 
I xii] prove "IM | 


Opp6* 
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Opnonent. 

Brother, you onght not to prove till you be 

Opponent, this you know better than I do. 

Theretore either reca] your anſwer to the An- 

tecedent, or confeſs your errour in denying the 
firſt branch of my poſition. 


tO 
JW 


Reſpondent, 

the ll ll, far Argument ſake, 1 orant an erroar un 

{e- marter of form, 

thei Orponent. 

No Brother, your errour is an errour of 
judgement. Firtt,to deny Laying on of Hands, 
Heb. 6,2. to bea principle of the Dodrine of 
Chriſt, and#hen to grant it 3 none of theſe 
you muſt needs err in judgement. I 
Here my Reſpondent was not milling to acknow- 

wit [edge an errogy 19 judgement. And therefure ( #5 

az 4/0 for divers other preſſing occaſions that was to be 

le cenfidered, and the time bu: ſDort ) I put. a period 

ud, Wl to (be difput', | 

ONn- And becauſe I had many other things to fay, 

uch © which time would not then permit to be ſpo- 
ken, will now offer them to confideration 
and that as for other cauſes, fo chicfly for that 
I hope it may tend to the fatisfaction of my ho- 
noured Brothez, and others that are under the 
{zme miſtake, 

Argus 


| (58) 


Argument 2, 


Laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2. #4 4 Princigle 
FA tve Oracle: of Gd, 

Ergo,. E:ying on of Hands, Heb, 6,2. * « 
Principle of the deftrine of Chriſt. 


The Antecedent 1s manifeſt , becauſe the 
42192 particulars which 1s called the principles 
of Chriſts doctrine, Heb. 6. 1s called the prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of God, H*b.5. 12. which 
4s eyident > Becauſe as the principles of Gods 
_ Oracles, Het. 5. 13. were the things which 
the Hebrew Church ought not to haye any 
need to be taught again 3 fo the principles, of 
the dodrine of Chriſt, Teb.6.1,2.are the things 
which (as a foundation ) among them, ought 
yot to need any laying again. | | 


Argument 3. 

All thoſe par:iculars, which in Heb. 6, 1, 24 th: 
Aveſtie ſairh be men!d intermit, and ſo g1 on to per- 
Feftion ', are the Principles of the Deltrine of 
Criſt © i 

ba: Laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2. % oned 
the particuicrs, which the Apeftie ſaid , Heb. 6. 1. 
th it be moald intermit. WE} 


Ergo, 


(59) 
| Ergo, .Laying on of Hands, Hch. 6.2. # a 
Princaple of the D Girane of Chriſt. 


I take this Argument to be irrefragable , 

| therefore I proceed to the ſecond branch 

of the poſition, which is3 That laying 

on of Hands ; Het. 6. 2. ought to be 
practiſed by the people of God. | 


But firſt -muſt explicate the words [ Laying. 


in of Hands || which in the underſtanding of 
any conſidering, man , muſt needs fignifie an 
Att, and therctoxe cannot be reſtrained to the 
paſhve3 for as the ſubje&t on whom Hands is 
aid, is pattve as to the, Act, (but not 1n faith) 
{o the party impoſing of Hands is a&tive. And 
evident it 1s, : that the word | Principle] Heb. 
6, 1. refers to the Attexpreſily, and to the paſo 
jve implicitly, as any conſidering man may un-, 
derttand : Whence Iargye, 


: Argument 1. 

Sering the Laying' en of Hands, Heb. 6. 2. 
a ic 6s a Principle (or D\tirineuf Chrijt (if you 
pleaſe) ts nor paſſive only, tur ative aljis Ir muſt 
weeds by pribt /ed, either by the ſervants of ( brift, 
ir the ſervants of Sathap 5 

& 


B:;r 
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By: Laying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2. as if ts 
s principle of the doftrine of Chriſt , « not tobe 
proctiſed by the ſervants of Sathan - | 
Ergo, L45:29 on of Hands, 4s it is a-privtie 
- ple of the doftrine of Chriſt, 2s to le prattiſed by the 
fJerwants of Chriſt, Wi | 


The Major is plain. The Minor ſurely will 
not be denied. For who will preſume to fay, 
that the principles of Chriſts dodrine ( as 
ſuch.) are to be pradtiſed by the ſervants: of 
Sathan, Seeing 1t is Chriſtians ( 10: the des. 
vils Fiſſls) who as they are once to lay if, 
io are nn to lay again the Foundation. As 
for wicked men, they will perſecute the Saints 
again and again , and fo Chriſtians muſt have 
the hands of wicked men laid on them again 
and again; and that when they are gone on 
to pcrte&ion, as well as when they begin their 
profeſſion , fo then this Laying on of Hands, 
Hel. 6. being tut once to be laid , cannot be 
that which the wicked do impoſe 5 fith its 
certain as they do it often , ſo ſure it is, they 
ought not to do it fo much. as anec. A» 
g2in, Ts lryingon of Hands by the wicked, 10 
p:r.ecute twe Saints, ts the diftrine. of the Devil. 

' Ergo, noprincipie of the D.Etrine of Chriſt, Et- 
£9, Nu tai liyzing on of Hands mentioned, Heb. I 
8... 2. | Argur : 


EOS 


Argument 2. | 
[.aying on of Hands, Heb. 6.2. was bed and 
wattiſed 5 the primitive Charch, as a principle 
Wof (Priſts Doftrine 3 
Ergo , 1t onght ro be held and prafliſed as a 
principle of Chriſts Dottrine now, by the ſubſes 
quent Charchec. 


The Antecedent is proved above, therefore 


Wthe conſequence. is indubitable 5 which yet 1 


may demontirate thus. 


Argument 3. 
None of the principies of  Chriſts D&rine 


M(pbich mere praflical ) are abolifhed, no more rbew 
Miboſe which are not prattical. 


Ergo, Laying on of Hands as a pratlical Soi 


ple, Heb. 6. 2. ought now to be praflifed by the 


wrvants of Chriſt. 

The Antecedent cannot be denied, without 
manifeſt danger to all the principles of Chrifts 
Dodtrine 3 for if one be aboliſhed, then why 
not the reſt ? So then the- co nſequence muſt 


Fnot be denied. 


The third branch of my poſi tion proved, 


Wiz. That the Laying on of Hands, Heb, 6.2. 
fs 4 pars of the foundation there mentioned. 


Bat 
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But firſt, for explica tion of the word | Fozn« 
ation +| it is to be conſidered 3* That when it 
is applied 'to Chriſtianity ; or the Churetr of 
God 3 It may be conſidered farit originally,and 
in the main, and {vo Chrilt our Lord 1s only the 
foundat on. Or fecondly,demontiratively ,or ig 
the mean 3 and fo his doctrine may be ſaid to 
be the toundation,by an uſual manner of ſpeech, 
when the thing containing or holding forth 
35 taken for the thing contained or held forth, 
For, whatloever Chriſt is in himfelf, certain it 
is, he 1snot a foundation 7O Hh But as he 
is held forth mn his dodtrine, 6 eb. 6. I, 2, &c, 
Hence I Mc, Sqn; . Wie 


| Argument I. : 

The word Fonudaiion , "Heb, 6.1. c:nror , 
refer” d ro Chryp, «4 the foundation of his Chard, Wb 
originaliy, or in the main, or in the higheſt or Wii 
miſt ſublime conſtleration. WO 

Ergo, The wird hes ] 5 refer d p41 
the dottrine of Chrift, in the firlt , gr miſt ea(8t of 
demonſtration 3 to Blt 5 the Fr rſt rudiments, or of ti 
prenaiples of Religion, even os ab abys in Chrip 
my K13 them. 


The Sendbgl 15 true, otherwiſe what 
| fhall we think ct Pals . Would he not teach the 
Chri- 


(63) 
Chriſtians concerning the knowledge of Chriſt 
in the more ſublime points of Chriſtianity > 
Girely he profeſſes to do this, at the time he 
wrote to them 3 and indeed , how elſe could 
he lead them on to perfection? Het,'5, rr.and 
6. 3- SO that our conſequence 1s very ratio- 
nal, 


| Argument 2. 
The word Forndaii-ns Heb. 6. 1. 7 crmpree 
henſive of all theſe particu.ars, towit, Faith, Re 
fentance, XC 
Ergo, the word Foundation, Heb, 6.1. i com- 
wrebenjive of Laying cn of Hands, Heb. 6..2. as 
well as any of the reſt. 


Thatthe Antecedent is trace , may in-part 
be perceived by the Searchers themſelves 3 For 
they were more rational than r» d:ny, the 
word Foundation te be'meant., of this or that 
particular onlyz and gran: it to be meant 
of the reſt. Therefore they would have zune 
if the ſaid particulars to be underftocd by , or 
omprehended in the word Found ation, but re- 
train it only to Chriſt which yet is contrary 
to their own opinion, fich they have ſince 


granted, Laying onof Hands, Heb 6.2. ;ales 
arc of the Foundatiin, x | 


The 
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The conſequence is good, becauſe no reaboiliſ 
can be atligned , why the dodrine of Baptif 
ſhould be a part of the foundation thenſ 
meant, rather than the promiſe of the Ho 
Spirit, with the way of God to ſeek for it, 


, # 
4 Ak =» nc co 


- Arganent 3. | | 

The Apoſile in Heb. 6.12. deſcribes the foun 
dation in its ſeveral parts, 
- Butit # irrational in ſuch 4 deſcription z tin 
rermix iwo purticulars in the mid? of four , ill 
ewofirſt, and txo laſt, bring Fandamental , a 
the two middiemiſt © (ircumſtantial ( or nhat d 
would you have them. ) eAnd yet give #4 no int 
ration of any ſuch unſuitable commizxtitns 

Ergo, Laying on of Hands tu one part of ti 
Foundation, which 3s mentioned, Heb. 6. 1,2, Wdil 
an 


G 


T., G. 


COR ERSTASER 


The Si | 


Of the Conſtitution of a true 
CHURCH, 


Either are the demands of our Bre- 
| thren,about what truths, the knows 
ledge whereof are neceffary to ithe 

| Conſtitution of a true Church, fo 

dificult 3 but that we fhall give them a dire& 
anſwer, at leaſt to a larger degree, than what 
they in that caſe have aitigned 3 for they only 

{ct down Faith, Repentance and Baptiſm,with b 

a holy lite, &r. omitting not only the fourth 4 

principle of Chriſts Doctrine, &though they 

confeſs laying, on of Hands , Hel-6. 2. to be a 

part of the foundation) but alſo they omit: the 
Belief of the Reſarre&tion, and the eternal 

judgment. If it ſhould be ſaid that they com-, 
rcherid the two laft principles in that of 


HMtith towards God, we muſt tell them they -. 
$4 had 
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had better by far have expreſſed them 5. for 
certainly in this caſe we cannot. be toy 
expreſs, if we expreſs _ but the truth, 
But tobe plain, 1t's juſtly fuſpected. that they 
do not make the Knowledge or Beliet of the 
Reſurre&10n and eternal. judgment neceſfary 
to the Efſence of a true Church 3 for if the 
had, they would ſome where or other have af 
Kerted theſt truths to be. neeef{ary tn that be- 
half 3 which-they have ;not: done, but rathe 
| argued to the contrary,” whiles they reaſon 
from the ſtate of the Church betore Chriſt 
Aſcenſion to the ſtate of the Church after 1 
as we {hall ſee more anon. 

Theſe things premiſed,T anſwer directly to 
their demands,(in this cafe)That the beltet and 
praCtice ({o far as they are practical) of all f 
theſe principles or truths, Het. 6. 1,2. Arfj a 
neceſſary to the right or perfe& Confittutionſ 
of a true Church,which I thus demonſtrate, I a 
: All the firſt principles of Gods Oracles (fron c 
the time they were in- being ) are neceſſary f: 
to be known, believed,  &c. in the Corſti:ation (| 
atrue Chure? : Ergo, all thaſe truths, Hel-.G. 1 f 
A. Are n:£ Ary'to be known, believed, Cc. in tif 
conſt itntion of a trae ((burch, cc 
. The Antcedent 1 prove, becauſe, firſt privy 6 

ciples are either neceſſary in the conſtitution of # 
_ 8Pue Charch, or 30t at alle Bit firſt principles 4 
TP neci 


NY 
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| neceſſary; Ergo, they are neceſſary in the conſtitutis 
on of a true Church, \This will yet further ap« 


pear, by conſidering, every principle apart at= 


heyſl ter this manner. | | 
the 1. If Repentance from dead works be not 
faryſh neceſſary to the conſtittmtion or beginning of 
hey a true Church, no man can hew a realon 
all why it ſhould be neceſſary at all. 
be. 2, If Faith towards God be not neceſſary to 
- the conſtitutiou ofa true Church , then not at 
alonfl all, | 
ri 3. If Baptiſms be not necefſary to be 
ct taught, &c. in the conſtitution of a true 
Church, then not at all. 

y toll 4+. If Laying on of Hands for the promiſed 
and and Sealing Spirit be not neceſſary in the con= 
al flitutionof a true Church, then not neceſſary 
Ar at all. - | R > 
tio 5,6.If the Knowledge that the dead ſhall rife 
c | #gain and be judged, be not neceflary in the 
ron conſtitution ofa true Church,then not neceſ- 
fo fary at all. And therefore I argue further. | 
nfl Afilk t neceſſcry for Babes, 'or mankind in hi 
5, ff firſt eſtate ; Ergo, all thiſe principles, Heb. 6.12. 
» 11 Are neceſſary ro Churches in their beginning,-er 

; conſtitution, The antecedent 1s evident by ſenſe, 
ri} the conſequence 15 true, becauſe all the prinais - 
of , ples, Heh. 6.15 2. Arecalled-Milk, Heb. T. 12, 
And that which pertains to Babes in Chriſt, 

G2 and 


, th. - a en.” " TP""IE- P 
{5 bs % ">" , 
as T4 _ 


', and conſequefttly to 'the conſiitution of 
"Charches, , 
©. Again, If thePrinciples of Religion be not 
' to be taught in the beginning of our Chriſtian I © 
*State, no man can tell the time when theſe I 
things ought to be taught. For paſs but the { 
- -timeotthe beginning, Plantation, or founding Il '? 
: of Churches, and let our Brethren refolve us [” 
*concerning the proper tune to begin to teach 
the Principles of Religion, and particularly,that £ 
principle of Laying on of Hands ? Mean while I 
we conclude, that the proper time "to inſtruct I *5 
Men concerning the promiſe of the Spirit, and It 
conſequently touching the means to obtain it, £Y/” 
15 at or about the time of their beginning their £74 
Chriſtian courſe, or being made the Members IN #4 
of Chrifſts Body, becaufe-cvery Member of that i 
body ought tobe vivitied by that one Spirit, (Ns 
which God hath promiſed to them that. obcy £ſ 
' him. | | 8 
Again, The auhs'e foundation «© neceſſiry to”? 
the con$titution of a true Charch; Ergo, ail tit 
principles, Heb 6, are neceſſary ty upe conſt ith 
tion af 4 tree Church, 
The Artecedent will never be denyecd by. any 
. wilz builder,for they know the Supeartt ucture 
43s not like to be ſecare,-if the Foundation be £4"9 
defeftive. The conſequence is. good, becauſe 
cvcry/principle,. Hz; 6,15 a part of the Four 
b 2 dation, 
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dation, and fo Laying on of Hands among the 
reſt, as 1s granted on all fides. | 
Nor will our Brethrens dem2nds grounded * 
on the ſtate of the Church before the Ajcenti n. of , 
wr Lord, prejudice ought that we have faid, 
ſeeing it is evident, that they were not only | 
ignorant of the promiſe & the Spirit. and by. 
mhar means ut ſhixld be obtained, but. they were 
plainly ignorant that Chriſt muſt die for the 
ins ot. men, and riſe again for their juſtifica- 
tion, as appears. L»ke 24. 19,20,21,22,23, 24. 
25,26,27. And he| thatis Jelus]ſa;d unto thems 
[that is his Diſciples] whar things ? And they 
ſaid unto him concerning Jeſs of Nazareth which 
yas a Prophet mighty indeed,and word lefere God, 
ind all the people, And the chief Prieſts and baw our 
Rulers delivered him to be condemned tn death, and 
have cracifed bim; Put ws TRUSTED that 
it had Leen he that ſhould have delivered Iſrael. 
eAnd beſide all this, today u the third day (nce 
eſe things were. done 3, ya, and. certain women 
«ſo of our own company, made us aſtoniſhed,>hich | 
reve early at the Sepuichre,and wien they found net 
hs Birdy, they came, ſa) zng that they bd alſo ſein 
al iron of Ange(s, which ſaid T hat he was alive. * 
And certain that wag with us wen: t6 the Sepulcher, 
and found it even 45 the women had ſid, Int bim _ 
they ſaw not $ Then he ſaid | that is Jeſus] #nro 
tem that is his Diſciples ] O foils, and {lon of | 
| Cs. 3 heart 
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heart, to believe all that the Prophets have ſpoken, 


onght not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things. 

' Hence theſe three things are evident. 1. 
© That Chriſts Diſciples were ignorant that - he 
ſhould work mans deliverance by dying, for 
them. 2. Thathe ſhould overcome death by 
Ti{ing again from the dead. 3. That Chriſt 
both reproves their ignorance, and inſtructs 
_ them in the knowledge of the Scriptures 
touching theſe principles. 


| Now let us ſee what our Brethren have 


gx'ned by quering from the ſtate of the Church 
before, to the ſtate of the Church after the A 
cenſion of our Lord ſurely not an hairs- 
breadth of proof, that Laying on of Hands 
ſhould bediſpenſed with in the perfect confi: 
tution of a true Church , any more than that 
the knowledge of Chrifts dying for our fins, 


and riſing again for our juſtification, may be, 


diſpenſed with in like manner. 

But howſoever it was the pleaſure of God to 
wink at the days of this ignorance, yet ſurely 
we know that men are not now under the 
promiſe of ſalvation, unleſs they confeſs with 
the mouth the Lord Jeſus| that is, not to cry 
Lord Lord only, but acknowledge him their 
Lord purchaſer, and their Lord commander] 
and ſhall b&dleve in their heart that God hath 
' raiſed him from the dead ; whence we con- 

= clude, 


(#7): 
clude, if they be not under the promiſe of fat- 
vation, they are very unfit for Church-Coms 
MUNIONs 


I. Ki, : | 
18 And here we will' take notice of your de- © 
Ir mand, Where the Apeſtles Laid Hangs upon any 


y after they had received the Holy Giſt ? | 
Fi The ground of this demand ſcems to be 
» | corrupt in two reſpe&s 3 firſt, in that it ſup- 
 poſeth,”thatif the end of an Ordinance be ob- 
tained, the Ordinance ceaſcth. The contrary 
to which is evident in the caſe of Baptiſm, 
þ | 4#- 10.47.48. For Baptiſm in the ordinary 
C. | way of Gods communicating; the graces of the 
Goſpel is antecedent to the reception ther cot, 
de & 15 propound ed as a means wher2!n not ONLY 


;- | the Renuition of our gas ſhall be granted to 
at 'us, but asa.condition wacreupon ye thail g8&- 

; > 0) I > | AL 4. 5  Q 
5, CCLIVEe the oft of the Holy Gnoſrtr 5 <A '-<, De 


» | yet we know the Spirit was (once at Icaft) gi- 
ven, and' received betore Baptiſm was diſpen- 
ſd, yea thoſe perſons had the chief end of 


{0 ; 
ly Baptiſm 3 for God that knew their hearts did 
16 | now evidence the Remitlion of their fins, pu- 


h || rifyng their hearts by Faith, As 11, yet did 
not al] this in the leaft make void that ſolemn 
ir | Ordinance, the Baptiſm of Repentance for Re- 
miſfton of fins, which was fore-ordained to fig- 
-h || nitic and Sacramentally to confer the grace of 
i= || the pardon of fin, and the inward waſhing 'of 
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the Conſcience by Faith in the bloud of Jeſts 

Chriſt. Tf then the end of an Ordinance being 

ebtained. doth not make void the practick part Uh; 

_ (during the time that the Church 1s under Or- i 
dinances) then who can forbid prayer with 
the Impoſition of Hands, for the gitt of the 
promiſed Spirit, even for thoſe that have re- 
ceived a meaſure thereof already, ſeeing. none 
will ay (I truſt) that they have received 6 
much, but that they are capable of receiving 
more, 

Again, it is the will -of God that there 
ſhould be no Schiſm in the body, nor contuk- 
on in the Doctrine or practice of his holy 
things, 1 {or.l.10. Rim. 16 17. I Cir,T4 33: 
And therefore hath not ordained a divided or 
confuſed order 1n the conſtitution of his Chur- 
ches, which yet cannot be avoided, if once it be 
allowed that part ofa Congregation (under a 
pretence that they have the Spirit or gitt of the 
Holy Ghoſt already) muſt be admitted to all 
manner of priviledges in the. Church, without 
any regard had to an Ordinance, or principle 
of the Goſpel, without the obſervation where- 
of, the other part cannot arrive af the privi- 
ledge of Communion in the ſame body, with- 
ont being gwlty of the breach of order. A 
weak {ight may perceive whither ſuch a con- 
cit would lead us at laſt, even into that Wil- 

| | derneſs' 
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dernels. whither. many are gone , who (for- 
{oth) becauſe they bave the kernel , to wit, 
the Spirit, they have no need of the ſhell, to 
wit, the Ordinance of Ged | as if that Spirit 
which leads men into diſobedience were the 
Holy Ghoſt] till at length they have ſo much 
$211, that the Knowledge of Chriſt crucified 
without the gates of Jer u/alerr, 1s of as little 
cteem with thera as his Ordinances. | 
"The other corrupt ground of this demand 
[ms to be an QUEY-meanmp concelt of preſent rg® 
wings, and hath too much of that Language,” 
'pat pr fit ſhall we kave if megray antobim ? And 
ems to border nwuch upon their apprehenfi- 
ns, who-concerning, Holy Baptiſm do' thus 
Deak, [ am as well as Water can wake Wwe. Not 
onfidering that the 43 of God # ſtrength to the 
rigkes and that G d never {aid to Þ1y people ſeek 
eme in vain. The ground therefore of this 
mand being thus corrupt, we hall leave it 
mithout further Anſwer. 

' We ſhall ſeriouſly conſider the moſt impor» 
nt pinch of a greatpart of our Brethrens de © 
nds and that is, w4erher they vagft not tobe 
jeerped 4 true Church, they Dear uader the prin 
ſoon of Faith , Repentance, and Baptiſm, refu.> 
ne to belteve and do further what they ſhall from 
we 11 time underſtand tile according 39, ihe will. 
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Theſe latter- words (I confeſs) do make a iſ, 
fair ſhew,yetare as little ſatisfactory to us with 
reſpeQ to the truth under conſideration, as the 
Itke reſolution would be to them, from fuch 
perſons of other. perſwaſions as ſhould defire 
Communion with them, oaly deſiring tobe 
born with, in the caſe of Holy Baptiſm,till they 
ſee it tobe their dutyzthough in the mean time, iſ * 
they frequently diſpute and write againſt it, 
and do more than any other Adverfaries what-þ 
{oever, to weaken the Hands of many Chriſti 
ans, who religiouſly obſerve it, as neceſſary to 
the perfe& conſtitution of the Church © 
Chriit. I ſay, like as this kind of reſolution, 
would little comfort our Brethren, ſo-:doth the 
other as little comfort us, till we 'ſee them in 
good earneſt more ſolicitous for the know: 
ledge of the truth which they ſee not, than hi- 
tnerto(or at leaſt than by this their ſearch) they 
have appeared to be. But notwathſtandingſſhc 
this, and much more of like nature which 
night be ſaid , I ſhall anſwer this demand 
with all integrity and ingenuity : And fill 
Negatively. | 
That thoſe baptized Chriſt ians who vejett pra) 
er with the Laying on of Hands, for the Spirit fh:t | 
promiſe, hath a Church-ſtate perfect 1n princiſtſoin 
ples and orderly in conftitution , accordinFhigh 
to [Te;.6.1,2. {which [ take rage a plai-ſorm j be 1 
b 
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2 Br conf itution of Churcher, if there be one in all the 
th Bey Teſtament} I fay, that.our Brethren hath 
ne Mech 4 conſtitution, or {burci-/tare Tmuſt plainly 
cl ny, and for the grounds of this denyal I dare 
der my felt (1t not to the Conſciences of our 

be lifering, Brethren yet) to: the Reaſons and 
Ky {Kcripture-evidences preceding : But Secondly, 
ne, That our Brethren have a Church-flate in 
ime good meaſure according to truth 3 Imuſt 
at-Wnd do chearfully grant, like asI muſt grant 
w-Yim to be a man 1n reſpect of the genus, who 
ants an hand, or footzas alſo in reſpect of thac 
calure of Form and proportion which he 

olds with other men, and yet deny the ſame 
neſerſon to be a man in reſpect of the ſpecies or 
arts, which are neceſſary to the perte&t Efſ- 
Face, compoſition and Form of a man. Or as 
[may call an Edifice by the name of an houſe, 
neyMlough it want not only much of its compleat- 
1n2Wels in reſpe& of the Superſtracture (as God 
ucnowsallChurches do)but allo though it be ſom- 
andray defective, by reaſon of the abſence of fome 
hilracerial part of the Foundation, which defett no 
Urches (but by reaſon of their wilful want} 
14)Wecd to have ; tor though it is certainly true, 
t Vo: we cannv dy the things which mz ' would, in 
ncitong on to perfeftion (at leaſt according to the 
1 Wieheſt import of that expreſſion) by reaſon of 
| [fic manifo'd obſtructions within and without, 
it yet 


t 


\fF 
yet doubtleſs we may learn all the RudimenÞ 
or firſt principles of Chriſtianity , maugre theſÞ 

9. ki AF > *7 » . 
oppoſition of Sathan andall his Auxiliaries;ſſ 
otherwiſe it will tollow that we cannot ex:hr 
ceed the ftature of Babes 1n Chriſt, 

And that we may improve our Simile (by 
which we have explained our ſelves in An: 
{wer to the molt important of our Brethres 
demands )tor the defence of the truth under de 
bate. Let it be conſidered, that look how far 
forth ſuch a neceſſary Member as the Hand 

&. doth conduce, not only to the well-being 
but even to the very being of the body Natura 
ſs tar doubtleſs the leaſt Foundation principk 
of Chriſtianity , conduceth not only to the 
well-being, but to the very being of the Churc 

of Chriſt; and conſequently as he that taketh; 

Member from the body Natural (be it Hand ot 

other Member )detracteth ſomewhat from ith: 

being of ſuch a body, even fo, he that taketh a 

way from the principles or Foundation ot 

Chrittianity., doth intrench upon the being 0 

the body Myfiical- 
Now.that theLaying on of Hands,Heb.6.2.i 

fach a principle 45 is a part of the Foundation 
ec. 15 granted by our Brethren (as we hav 
heard) and therefore we do with good right 

Rand for it; as neceflary even to the Effence dl 

a Church, in 5% ſort 44 xe have even nuw 444 
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d, And, that that very Laying on of Hands, 
'.6,1,2. 15 that which we hold it to be, and 
cordingly do pra&F,we trult is ſufhciently 
wved betore,and that as by other Arguments, 
)alſo by this namely, becauſe no other Lay- 
vg on of Hands practiſed by our Brethren, or 
ry body elſe, can with any ſhew of Truth 
r Reaſon be called the fourth principle of 

hriſts Do&trine, or Milk tor Babes in Chriſt. 
Our Brethren do ſeem to be very ſenfible 
bw that the removal or extirpation of any o- 
cr of the pcinciples, Het. 6, would leave (it 
0: mortality yet.) a dangerous wound or grie- 
jus maiime 1n the Body of Religion; and 
erefore could they but once humbly confider+ 
y would certainly {ce that their rooting out - 
Wi: fourth principle, is very injurious. to the 
dy of that Doctrine contain*d'1n thoſe prin- 
ples, Hel. 6.1,2 FI 
Were our Brethren only wanting in" reſpect 
fthe truth we plead for, the caſe were: the 
Wore tollerable > but now, together with their 
king wanting, they are become the/enennes, 
rd greateſt oppolers of it. It 15 certainly (Q 
© Searchers) your oppoſition to- the truth 
Wiuch we profeſs, which 15, and ever was the 
HIEF cauſe of our divijons, as-1S evident by 
Wit is to be ſeen 1n ſeveral Congrepations, 
acre, they being imvodyed betore they _ 
tits 
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yet donbtleſs we may learn all the Rudimen, 
or firſt principles of Chriſtianity , maugre th: 
oppoſition of Sathan andall his Auxiliaries 
otherwiſe 1t will tollow that we cannot ex 
ceed the ftature of Babes 1n Chriſt, | 

And that we may improve our Simile (hi 
which we have explained our ſelves in An 
{wer to the molt important of our Brethren 
demands)tor the defence of the truth under df 

bate. Let it be conlidered, that look how f 
forth ſach a neceſſary Member as the Hand 
&'c. doth conduce, not only to the well-being 
but even to the very being of the body Natur 
ſv far doubtleſs the leaſt Foundation princip| 
of Chriſtianity , conduceth not only to t 
well-being, but to the very being of the Churc 
of Chriſt; and conſequently as he that taketh 
Member trom the body Natural (be it Hand of 
other Member )detracteth ſomewhat from ith 

being of ſuch a body, even fo, he that taketh: 

way. from the principles or Foundation qf 

Chrittianity , doth intrench upon the being þre « 

the body Myſtical: 

Now.that theLaying on of Hands, Heh.6.2. 
fach a principle 4515 a part of the Foundatio 

&c. 1s granted by our Brethren (as we hay 
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{. And, that that very Laying on of Hands, 
;,6.1,2. 15 that which we hold it to be, and 
ordingly do pradaF,we trult is ſufficiently 
pved before,and that as by other Arguments, 
alſo by this z namely, becauſe no other Lay- 
z on of Hands practiſed by our Brethren, or 
| 1body elſe, can with any ſhew of Truth 
6 be called the fourth principle of 
irifts DoGtrine, or Milk tor Babes 1n Chriſt, 
Our Brethren do ſeem to be very ſenfible 
that the removal or extirpation of any '0- 


cr of the principles, Hel. 6. would leave (3t 


: mortality yet) a dangerous wound or gric- 
us maime in the Body of Religion; and 

trefore could they but once humbly conhider,: 
ky would certainly fee that their rooting out - 
: fourth principle, is very injurious to the 
dy of that Doctrine contain'd 1n thoſe prin- 
bes, Hel. 6.1.2. 

Were our Brethren only wanting in" reſpect 
the truth we plead. for, the cate were the 
fre tollerable 3 but now, cogether with their 
ng wanting, they are become the; _— 
d greateſt oppolers of it. It 1s certainly (O 


Searchers) your oppolit] tion to the truth 


Wiich we protels, Wuich 1s, and ever was the 


[EF canſe of our divijons, as-1S evident by 
hat 15 to be ſeen 1n ſeveral Congregations, 
ere, they being lmbodyed betore they faws 
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this'truth, yet abſtaining from oppoſition arfſ t 
contrad\iftion, have 'very much Chriſtian Conf p 
munion, though they dfrer in their appreheqyſ 4 
ſions about the point depending, = 
It is our Saviozrs rule, He that rs not Apainſt uit 
55 0n oar part whence it will follow, that he # uf|ti 
on onr-part who 1s apainſt us ; But then(our Brf(5 
thren) are the men (and in a manner the onſſp: 
men) which are againft us in this point Ql: 
Faith And this 1s it which hath made t 
arties, where indeed there ſhould have beiu 
ut One. tl 
You ſee then Brethren, that we Hy ir 
ground of our Non-communion with yoſſ"t 
more upon your oppoſing the truth we hofd, th: 
upon your non- ſubmiſſion to ir. Yea beſhreſſin 
your late opporion diſcovered in your late un: 
feaſonable and partial ſearch ; for had it nt 
been for that, we had gained fome ' grounſſar 
(through the help of God) of our long «d:ſſenfec 
ons and unhappy diſtra&ions, S 
Had you (or at leaſt many of you ) carryÞ"? 
it hambly and peaceably as men deſirous f 
know the truth, it may be eafie for you F- 
know how dear you had been to ns, when yq"( 
conſider how much it was upon our hearts, Þ'*" 
imbrace you in 4s large 4 degree of Communion bin 
we could poſſible, without violation of exr principles t 
meerly upon, conſideration of your ( as 0 
: thoug| 


(95) * 
thought) very Chriſtian-like offers in order to 
DLACC, Vis That-you would not only permit, but 
che} dere #49 to preach »p the principle under conſiderati= 
Emin your Conprepations , but alſo that you would 
aſt of c14ſe your oppoſition againſt it, And though it is 
 & nf true, our endeavours for peace went ſlowly on 
r Br (50s know the cauſe ) yet you ought to have had 
- onfpatience, for things which are carryed on with 

nt leaſt violence, are commonly moſt permanent. 
2 tu} And here I ſhould havegiven the Reader no 
| befurther trouble about this particular, but that 
the Searchers are pleaſed to upbraid, andfvery 
y tſrangely to reflect diſhonour upon . ſome a- 
| yoſſmong us, and upon us all for their ſakes, asf 
| thJve made not only many more Fundamentals 
and Eſſentials to Communion, then ever God 
made 3 but that we are ſo eagerly ſet upon ma- 
king every thing fundamentall , as that every 
mſcircumſtantial thing 1s by us ready to be recet- 
Wvcd into the adoption of Fundamentals. A. 
"But, what the Searchers ſhould mean to 
wry "ggeſt by their demands, as if we made mix- 
ous #4 Hirriages 3 The eating of bloud and things 
ou Erangled : matters of 4pp:rel 3 and the taking 
>N YC nO:th to end rife, the Eſſentials and Fanda= 
ts, $#enta's of Churches, I cannot ſo much as 1ma- 
aion Eine, unleſs it be to make themſelves ( as well 
ciple$$ their Brethren ridiculous in the eyes of therr 
as adverſaries. However a neccllity lyeth upon 
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us to give the Reader not only a trne accoun 
of the received Doftrine of the Church touch 
-ing theſe matters,but allo the grounds or rea 
{ons thereof; leaſt otherwile being prejudice 
with their ſtrange reflections, their foul, n 
{ſhould be inſnared to theſe enormities. 
. And firft concerning mixed Marriages, thu 5 
: we teach, 7 bat is #& milawfui (by the poſitive L-3 
of God) for thiſe that are Members of the (jib. 
Charch of God, to Marry with thſe that ave no 43 
of that body. And for this we have the conſent offf” 
Holy Scripture, declaring the will of God here 4 
in;ever ſince he choſe a people out of-the fal, 
Trace of Adam to be his Church. As appearsb 
his revengeful roke on thoſe his Sons, whoy fe 
'the days of Noah took unio themſelves Wives off, . 
thoſe who were only the Dauphtern of men 3, bulif,.. 
'not ſuch as were: born from above. Ge», 6 
2367. To which we will add our Savl 
ours premonition and prediction, that the fi 
of the laſt days will be like their's 1n the days 
Neahb, Luke 17.27, to 30. and particularly 1 he: 
the caſe of Marriage 3 tor it, cannot be that oulf 
Saviour in that place ſhould be oppolite 
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How much the Lord diſallowed ſuch Mars 
rages in the time of the Law is evident, Exod. 
34-12,13,14,15,16. Dent. 7.3. 1 KingaIn192. 
Nh. 13. And that the fame tranfgreſſton in 
the time of the Goſpel ought to be avoided, 
annot be denyed, 1 Gor: 7. 39. and 10. $. 
2 Cor.6.1gs 
. And that the natore of the ſin commicted by 
xerſons fo unlawtully coupled 15 4 carnal folls= 
to (to fay no more) cannot be withſtood, but 
oy fuch as truſt more to their own Arguments 
hen to the Scripture, ſeeing the Law which - 
brbids Members of the Church to marry with 
Mole that are not, Deut. 7:3- 15 interpreted 


fthe very a&, 1 King. 11-1,2. Thos ſhalt not 
12 nnto them, &c. and for further Light in 
115 matter, read and confider theſe Scriptures, 
1.15-29. Mal.2.11,12, Rev.2.14. 
As jo this cafe the Scriptures are plaih to 


im that is not perverſe, {owe have the- con- 
int of the* Generality of men profeffing 
iriſtianity,both: ancient. and modern, to '0- 
tic the manifold teftimoaies that might be 
ought, I will only fer down two 3 The firſt 
| uth thus. tes | 
Marriage ts nat only grounded a the Law of 
ature and Nations, bat alſo on the Law of God x 
"it was inflitured and commanded by God, and 
« by Chriſt vindicated from abuſes and corgup- 
H tions 
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tions.n<==[n which, regard muſt be had to Religion, 
| that Martiage be mot 

- The: opinion of the made between hoe of dif 
Uoivcrfiry of Baſt, ferent Kelipions, It #5 ons 
$08 thing 10 {peak of AMarriage 
already made ; and of that which ts to be made; of 
the former the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 7. But the 
lattey us moſt ſeverely prokibited, Exod. 34 12, 
&c, Deut.7.3. #here a reaſon ts rendred taken 
from the danger of ſeducing, to which Pauls ſaying 
- aprees,, 2 Cor.6.14+» Be not unequally y:ked with 
the wicked, or bear not the ſtrange yoke with mnnhe« 
. lievers. Sad examples ye have of the events of 
ſuch: Marriages of therfirſt world, Gen. 6. Of St- 
lowon, 1King,:22. of Ahab, 1 King,21. 15, 
of Jehoſaphat > 3 King. $. Of Valence the 
E mperour, who by bus Wife was ſeduced and drann 

to Arianiſms - 7, 

It 4 riot lawful for Catholicks to marry with 
Hereticks or Infidels. Rhemi ts Teſtament, m 
. 2 Cor. 6.14. Where they al 

The: opinion of | {© refer to Sts From. contra 
the Rhem. Jocinjan tibitaand'ts rhe Coun- 

| _ 1 Cl at Kapdtceansrap lo. 31, 
Neither may it be inferred of theſe things 
which we have faid that perſons thus tran(- 
orelimng, muſt put axay their yoke-fellons, no, God 
t-rl4d that any ſhould fo imagine 5 for thoug 
it 15 true,God lutfercd that fin once to be fo - 
wit | vercly 
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vereſy puniſhed, yet hehath no where by any 
fanding Lan enjoyned ſuch a penalty 3, but on 
ifs the contrary, hath-permitted ſuch Marriages 
one to continue as have been unlawfully made, as 1 
age Revident in the caſe of Lech, who was fraudu- 
; of Mlently given to: Feat, by which means R-chel 
the Ythe lawtul Spouſe was withheld from her Huf- 
I2s band; ; : 
ken Shall mortal man be mnvre juſt than God ? ſhall 
ingflnin be more Righttons then bis EMaktr, Job 4. 
ith 17. | : | | 
be-f Nothing can be ſaid, why the Marriage of 
r of L:2þ to Facob ſhonld ſtand, that will not as 
S-vcll argue the continuance of the 
15. (Marriages 'of ſuch as err in' the caſe of their 
the choice as aforeſaid, the fin being, rather greater 
anni theone, thanin the other; for it was not 

awful ro marry two Siſters . eſpecially nor 11 
Fit0hc life-time of each other. There was allo. in 
 nfthis a& che ſin of Fernication or Add'tery. The 
 al-RLearned Proteftants afhrmthe fin to be Adult 
1traficry.S:e Dr, Willet in by Hexapla in ger. upon 
0:n-Rihis Text. = 
Again, Poligamy ( or having more Wives 
Ythan one) yas neither according to the [ſti Us 
ton of mar#iape, rior warranted by. any poſtiv? 
Law «f Gid, but. is rather againſt it, Arid had 
ts riſe (fo fat as the Scrip- -.. Sl, 
Urs bears | Record) from- Gen.4-19- 
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a wicked man, yet divers ſuch Marriages were 
permitted ( when contracted ) though never 
commanded, and ſo never lawful by any ap- 
pointment of God. | 
When the ſin of marrying unlawfully was 
puniſhed, by ſeparating the perſons {o coupled, 
the {hi/dres alſo was put away as well as the 
Wives,which howſoever it might ttand with the 
Nate of the Jewiſh Church ( and perhaps was 
* neceſſary inreſpe& of their Terreſtrial lnheri- 
tances, and the policy of their Nation) yet 
{ucely 1t would be great cruelty for men pro- 
felting Chriſtianity, to turn their Wives and 
Children out of doors, who both by :he Lay 
of Nature, and Naticns have as clear a right 
to all Temporal or Domeſliical priviledges now, 
as the Husband himſelf in gny Nation whatſo- 
EVEr. | 

-Finally, fith God. hath gricvouſly puniſhcd : 
this fin of marrying contrary to his poſitive} * 
Laws in that caſe, provided for his peoples 
$000, chiefly in thingspertaining to the wor- 

Ip and ſervice of God, let all Chriftians ; 
therefore ſtand in aw, and fin not, but com- ro 
mune with their own hearts in this behalt, 
leaſt they provoke the Lord to plead againſt” 
them by his judgments, for his cycs are upon b 
the ways of menzto render to them the fruit of 4 
their doings, Chiefly thoſe, who fin pecluwpa : 
| ouſſy 


5. = o&© 
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ouſly, for ſuch do reproach the Lord, as it is 
ar. © written Namb.15 30.31. | 
P In the | next place, 
ou ching hl-nd and things 
ftring'ed , we know the wiſdom of God hath 
the forbidden the cating thereot ;» Noah and hs 
FA Sons for eU:7e And when 
- "men had generally forgot- Lev.17.13214-19, 
ten the Lord he ſevered A- oY 
ir:bam and his ſeed to be his heritage, and 
yet | | 
Wl [6G them this Law to obſerve (among others) 
which Law he bath cſtabliſhed in the Chor- 
ches of the Gen:tles .in thoſe right needful de- 
crees, which doth declare the repeal of the Ce- 
rimonial Law, and gives continuance to what 
was generally neceſſary , 
upon the delivery whereof -A&s 15.29. 
4 the Churches werg eſta- | 
diſhed in that F-3:b, by which a man & juſti;3:d, 
ind not by the ork s of the Law. | 
True it is that which gee:b int» 1he mn, defileth 
mr amen, and conſequently bloud doth not 
lehle any man by eating, thereof. But diſ/»be- 
ac R4irmce which proceedcth from an unlawful de- 
fire to that which God hath forbidden, and {o 
ometh out of the man, that defileth a man 3 
"> bthen.not the fruit which 4daw did cat, but 
the fin which he committed defiled him, and 
the fame will defile his Foſterity, 1t they covet 
H-3 nd 


Gen.g.4. 
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and take the thing which God'hath torbidr 
den. | 
The Dodrine of our Churches about Ap- 
 parelis this,” that the adorning of Chrittians 
ought not tobe that of plating rbe hair, wearing 
of Goid, nor coſtly array, with Rings and toys,as 
the humour of phantaſtick. perſons in City or 
as ntry commonly leads them, But that jn- 
ead thereof, moderation , modeſty, and yet 


Fs according to the ſtate and condition of 


perſons reſpe&ively , ſhould be . obſerved 
on all fides, that fo Chriſtians might be'&xl 
awples to others, cvcn in theſe matters. - And 
what though ſome perſon 'or perſons in "the 
Chnrch be more than ordinary {ct againſt the 
vain taſhions of our days, and fometimes lets 
thcir zeal gba fi&p too tar. 15: this fo offenſive 
to our Brethren, that they can no way bear 
this without fuch a publick reprehenſion ? 1 
' fearinſo doing they may have done the 
Church more diffſervice,then thoſe whom they 
mnveigh againſt, | 
What the Searchers ſhould mean about thee 
Matters being made the Eſe-ntials of Communic 
, I cannot imagiae, unleſs they would: have 
us ro ſuffer men'tozfin in theſe caſes without 
being'caled upon to reform, and in caſc of ob- 
 ſtinacy tobe vithdriwa from by the Church, 
as dilorderly Peri that they may learn to be 
; 6 aſha- 
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uhamed, (yet we mean not that they ſhould 
be accounted as enemies , but admonithed as 
Brethren) and ſurely, it this be their meaning, 
that offenders in theſe cafes muſt beet alone 1n 
their fins 3 we ſhould in ſo doing looſe the or- 
der, and mn time the Effence of Churches. For 
ſuppoſe now a gallant of the Times ſhould de- 
fire to be Baptized,and to walk in Communion 
with the Searchers, only he tells them the 

of Yinuſt give him leave ts zzarry out of rhe Charch , 
req and allow him theliberty to tranfgreſs the A- " 
xi pfolical decrees, in cating blond and things 
nd frangled , and meats offered to Idols : and 
the therewithall that he may wear Gold, 4 tread 
the the {eps of the Gallants in matters of Aprerel, 
eric. Would the Searchers now admit ſuch a 
iveRperfon into their Communion ? 1f not, then 
ear they make theſe things as neceffary to Church- 
> [communion as' we do: And certainly thar 
chef which is ground ſufficient to keep men out -of 
iy the Church, will juſtifie a Church in with- 

L drawing from ſuch, if they refuſeto reform. 

hell To give evidence by Oath,to terminate ſtrife 
1; among men, we have not one Congregation 
wwe} in England (that I can hear of) doth oppoſe it, 
aut (indeed ſome particular perſons are doubtful 
þ-f in that matter, becauſe of our Saviours words, 
c<,{ Szear not ar all) and therefore it was very un- 
neceflarily put to publick obſervation, as 
4 an 


- 


A) | 
an Eſſential of.. oux Church-Commumion; 


What the Searchers do ſuggeſt againſt ſome, 
© as denying that Chriſt tnok fieſh of the Virgin Mi 


77, is,I confeſs, a matter of preat UNPOrtance, 
And ſure I am, many of our Congregations 


- neverheard of {ucha thing, till the Searchers 
became their informers ; nor do I think there 
15 ſo much as one Congregation i in England 
that holds ſuch a thing (tor particulars, no 


man may ſpeak) however upon this occaſion 1 


 cando no leſs then proteſt againſt that Opini- 
on a5a moſt dangerous conceu ; nothing infe- 


riqur tO theirs that deny that olorics and b.efſed 
perſon. to be God by N utare ; 3 for 2s the one de- 
nies his Manhood, the other denies his, Goabead, 


and ſo between them we have little left to. fix 
on, for our Redemption and Salvation. 
 Andas Il have ſhewcdmy diſlike to theſe 
 conceits (to ſay no more af preſent) ſo I hold it 
requiſite to proteſt my Faith in this caſe, as] 
have been taught, and as I have believed and as 
(I truſt) I ſhall hold faſt unto the end. 

That Faith which I have learned (and is the 
Faith. of our Churches generally ). is . this, 
F 1eit 

That 'the - Lord Jeſus . the Saviour of the 
* World ts God by Nature, and therefore of one ſus 
ffance with the Father 4s ronching bis Grdbrad, 


He is called the only begotten of the Father. 


The 


A 
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nc expteſ3image of his Fathers perſon. The 
re God and Eternal Lite. The Lord Al- 
wehty. Tt is he by whom the Worlds were: 
de. Without him nothing was made,which 
nas made. He is that very Lord who in the 
reinning laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
nd the Heavens are the work oft his Hands. 
ers the 4ipha and Omega, the frit, and the 
iſt, He is faid tobe betore all things, and by 


I Fin all things confilt. He is the I AM; who 
1-Wing.1n the form of God;thonght not robbery 
e- Wb< cqual with God, He 1s God over all ble{- 
:4 Wi forever Amen. Iconclude then,that he of 


nom theſe things. are ſpoken, 15 doubtleſs 
ad, Wd by Nature. | 
fx Wilts LordTeſuthe Saviour of the World is man 
Nature He was made loier then the Angels, 
ele took not on him the Nature of Angels, but 
1 it. We ſeed of Abrab:m He 15 of one ſubſtance with 
51 Bs Church touching his Manhood 3 and for. 
| 25 Wat cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them Bre- 
ren. Ag they are partakers, of fleſh and 
the Youd, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
115, ſme. He was made of a Woman, raiſed up 
{the fruit of Davids Loins according to the 
ire Wh. Heis D-iwids Son, called frequently 2 
an; and the Son of man. He had the pro- 
ties and infirmities oi man 1a all things, tin 
epted. This his Birth, Growth, manner of 
Lite 
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'Life and Death do declare. I conclude then 
he of whom theſe things may be {aid,is man b 
Nature. The ſhort is this. 

Jeſus the Saviour of the World 4s before 4/ 
things, and he that made all things, therefore he 
God by Nature, Feſus the Saviour if the World: 
w4s born in time, and ſffered death, or was ſlain 
therefore he is man by Nature, 


| Yet more ſhortly | 
Fhis Jeſus is Immanue}, or God-Man -in on 
Perſon. 


The Third Part. 


Heweth that our Brethrens rejefting and offipo 
poſing the fourth principle of Chriſts Diſif 
 Erine, enforceth a diſtin&jon in Communih 
on ( c leaſt in part) between them, and t! 
Charches which walketh in the Religions obſervation 
of it; and that ll diviſions which happen in tW:; 
Ghprch are not prijerly , but accidentally ag 
her t\ as alſo that it ts no abſurdity to refuſe to 
municate with a people who may be allowed the appt! 


lation of 4 ( bwicks 


Q 
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{: all ages have laboured 
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Asit muſt ever be granted that 4 Kingdoms 
ivided apainſt 1t ſelf is vrovoht to deſolation : and 


s very true when - apply'd to the Church of 


5od, where Divif:ns are as Epidemical as 1n 


ny Societies of men whatſoever ; So alſo it 
muſt be denycd that all manutr of diviſzons 
phichhappen within the pale of the Church 


WC Properly againſt her ſit. | 


For ſeeing it cannot be denyed, but that ſhe 
my be and hath been corrupted divers ways 


Wom her firlt integrity, both in xeſpect of the 
-m and poxer Of godlinel(s, even hence is en- 
breed, a _ neceflity that 1; > 
be be reformed,  Where= * Which ſeldom 


as tl voeds worthy men can be don2 withour 
diviſion, by reafon 


of Pride on the one 
re(fore che decayed parts 1: bind; and lono+ 


brift ianity, as well as to. rance on the orher. 
pot out ſuch things as ju 

ave been obtruded by ' innovation. And ſurcly 
hat was the duty of ſome; was (morc or leſs) 
i& duty of all : and conſequently the fin of 
Ich as put not their ſhonlder to the work, 
Neh.3.5. But much more theirs, who not on- 
[would not do it themſelves, but hinder and 
licourage them that would, Saying in effect, 
s the corrupt part of the Church of old 
din the days of the Prophet Jer. 44+ 16,17- 
« fer the word which chcs b ft ſpiken unto #1 
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the name of the Lid, we will not hearken "wif 
thee, but we will certainly d) as we have done ;, x 
and our Fathers, &c. Patting the mark of Auf 
tfrgaity upon their own ways, and the note 0 
novelty upon the DoErine of the Prophet offi 
| God. Something like to which is that ſayin, 
of the Searchers where they tell us, They a 
well remember when Laying on of Hinds was wllf 
eſteemed a Fundamental DoArine, which yet 
have reaſon to queſtion, when I conſider th: 


themſelves do hold ( and fay they ever dig 


hold) Laying. on of Hands, He. 6. to be F 
. part of the Foundation; And I think non 
.of its Aſſertors ever had leſs eſteem 'of 
it, then they. Neither doth -- the Moder 
tion of its Aſſertors in the point of com 
munion (which it ſeems they held: with tho. 
that did- not receive that Dodtrinc, for ſon 
tme after thcmſclves had 'owned it ) argue 
that thoſe who received he Dot. r:ne of Layin 
on of Hand , 'did not eſteem it- the ſame whidi 
now they do. - Sith reaſon wills that when an 
part of the Chureh of God atrains to thi 
knowledge of any principles of truth, which b 
the corruption of the times, hath been obſcu 
red they ſhould-exercite all long-ſuffering ang 
forbearance, to {ee if by any means the con 
trary minded ay be enlightned, : 
| a 


(105) 

But now, if after all endeayours uſed, and 
ratience extended, fome part of the Church re- 
main nholly av.r'e to Reformation, and that in 
ich weighty matters as the principles of Re- 
pion, 1t cannot bereaſonable (nor is it Scrip- 
ral ), * - that: [thoſe | 

Whom God hath enlight- 0 DOG INN OY 
d, ſhould be bound to continue with the 
bltinate in their by-pathsz but muſt at Jength 
care themfelyes in manner of ſpeech hke 
tat of Joſhnah, If i« ſees evil to you ro ſerve 
 Lurd, in th4 principle of hu Dittrine, chaſe 
Wi 2b4t you will do, but as for us ne are reſolved 
Wein £9 ſerve the Lord : Agrecable whereunto 
| that  direCtion of the 
Word to the * Remnant * For it cannor be 

at held to the truth with 1hovghr bur thae 


$f | ercmiah had ſome 
ler whole heart, Jer. 15. Jer food with Rik 


v, Let them yeturn to thee, or 11, 
return net thou to them. 


7" Whence I note four things, conſiderable to 


ir preſent occaſion. 22k 

1. That the, parties here ſpoken of, were 
With of the Church of God. 

2, That there -was a difference between 
Fm, touching ſome neceſſary part of Religt- 


3. That the Lord allows. this diviſion, and 


courageth the continuation of it on the Pa 
| © 


# 
» 
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of thoſe that ſerved him perfeAly,or according 
to his Word. "pp 
4. That the Church-ſtate of. neither part 
(as yet) taken wholly away or dettroyecd 3 And 
therefore hencelT infer this conclution. 
s' That in a time of the 
® Itis not ſo much (hyrches defeition in' th 
]n. Trrourzas the per® 14; ciples, or any reſſ.ar 
tiNAacious Continu- "> 
ance in an errour, P47 of Religion > theve m1 
that deftroyerh the lawfallyibe held a diſtintHo 
Ghurch » ſtzre of . in communion , between th 
thoſe that are un- part defeftive, and that whichh 
der the appellation *. f 4 a 
of Chriſtians » by © { us _— OY , 
erue Baptiſm! accor= th: Church ſtare of neithis; 
. ding to Mat,18, who!ly deftrozed. And b 
| how much the principles F 
points of Faith are greater or 1-ſſer, by ſo much thi 
diſtinition 15 to be -maijntain'd. with greater of It 
ferry.  ,;- | my 
This I might confirm by ' the conſiderations 
of the ſtate of the Jewiſh Church. under thol 
ge diftractions which happen'd among than 
otnetimes about principles of' truth, reterriae; 


1mmediately to the Majeſty- of Heave 

Hoſc11.12. | | ko 
And otherwhiles about thoſe which -bein 

neglected, would greatly impair the power 0 

godlineſs among, men, fade. -19.20 char. I 
which difiraQtions the Faithful Jaboured* as if 
were 


nh 

Wyerc 1n the very fire to reform the part di- 
- Wcmpered, without deftroying their Church- 
Whate, Fadg. 20. and 21. Chapters, Fer. 17. 
2.to 17. during which . combuſtions , there 
ſt needs be a demur in the point of com- 
mmion between the parts contending, as may 
ally be gathered from their bitter and ſangsi- 
ry conflicts, it our very reaſon did not con- 
Ince US. | 
But leaving the many and convincing Allega- 
ons which nnght be. brought trom the ſtats 
tthe Jewiſh Church, who were not denyed 
mt Appellation, though under ſuch defile- 
tents as rendred them unfit to Celebrate the 
Wy Rites and Myſteries of the Law-, and 
W:rctore conſequently yery untit for commu- 
on with thoſe who withſtood their pollutt- 
vs, which may ſufficiently -ſatisfie reaſouable 
 Wa(and therctore the Searchers themſelves) 

lat 1t 15 0 abſnrd thing to grant aje:ple the Ap= 
Wation of a Church, and yet hold thum uncapable 
communion with ſuch of the Cherehes or (onpre- 
W105 of ChriF as are free from theſe corrups= 
ons. I will deſcend to thoſe grounds whichr 
te more familiar tous, and then fſce how 1t 
inWay reach the caſe depending berween the 

urchers and their Brethren. | 
And firſt from AG: 15, 2. It appearcth that 
Wire was not only great diſputation ;brit diſ= | 
fentimn 
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OG 
ſention alſo in the Primitive Churches about 


\ 


* The woid qrogus 
here uſedzis rendred 
by Mentanws , Sedi- 
tione. Ando ir is 
by our Tranſ].cors 
in Gal. 5. 20+ which 
being conhidered , 
muſt necds ſupoſe 
(arleaſt) 2 demur 
in point of Commu- 
Kion, 


matters of Doctrine, whic 
word * diflention dot 

unply the diſcontinnance of 
communion between Pay! 
Ba-nibas , with - thok 
which did: adhere to them 
and that part of the G hurd 
which were zealous foi 
Circumciſion and the LawM,/ 
And yet we do not find 

that they did one anchurdfh; 


another. bat uſed the molt effeRual means tha 
might bc to putan end to the firife. And ver 
remarkable it 15 , that though the Aﬀembly a 


Feralalem did plainly determine the point « 
 Do&rine; yet did they forbear their cenſun 
againſt the perſons who errcd in that cafe 
cha{ling. to cxercile all Longanimity, rathe 


Hence Ir rhe 
Chriſtians - of this 
age lcarn Modera- 
tion, Modcraciors 
Moderation. 


then ſeverity knowing 
that their power was gl 
ven more for Edification 
then for deſtroying, an 
mans attainments in thc 


paths of Chriſtianity. How 


beit, when this lenity would not effect t 
Reformation of the ill manners ot thoſe cor 
rupters_or depravers of the Goſpel, then di 

the Apolile lay greater weight upon them,whh 


wcu' 


pr_ 
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would not ceaſe to trouble the Churches, G af. 
2 : 
| Nor 1s there any reaſon to doubt but that 
the Fudaizers had. ( generally ) been held 
it {ome diſtance in point of Communion, . or 
Wirivileges in the Churches before P.:z! wrote 
vo the Gallarians.For ſeeing that Epiſtle writ» _ 
tn by Pan!, Ss. vans, and Timathew, did im- 
Wower the Church at Theſ- 
ldenica to note ſach as diſ= + Theſ.x.r, 
ed ity nith a nite of di- 
Win#ion from the reſt of the Chriſtians who 
bform'd themſelves to its dire&ions 3 Then 
bubtleſs that Epiſtle, As 15. written in the 
ame of ehe great Aſſembly at Feruſalem, did e- 
ery way as much impoxer all Charches to put 
he tke note of diſtinttion ypon. all that did not 
ry the ſame 5 which note of diſtin#ica, howſo- 
er it rnight he as a bar againſt their preſent- 
Fommunion, yet did it not deftroy their Bre-" 
S S\Wer-209d, 2 Thefc3.14,15. <2.3 es - 
01008 So that it 15 further evident, that a people 
an Way be eſteemed Brecbren in Chriſt, or a Conurch 
_ thifChri/t, and yet juſtly be denyed * communion 
lowWith other C harches, Or Brethren in Chriji, For ; 
+ tYlfc matter in ſhort Iyeth thus. "As 2. 3rorher 1s 
cOlfmrmber, in reſpect of that Congregation Or + 
aYhurch to which he is immediately - rated, 
wh b, a partie ar Conpregdtion 1s but a member 1n 
vu" ” 


- 3. reſpect 
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.. reſpe&t of the Church univerial. As therefore 


- Diviſion againſt mannerot Diviftions whict 


_ - bas 11: dar 
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2 man may be called a Chriſti:n Brother ,and yet 
juſtly (for fame caule) be denyed preſent com- 
mynion with his tellow Zretbren 5 So, a Con 
gregation maybe accounted a (oarch of (rift 
and yet juſily be denyed communion by her 
Sfter Cherches 5 and chiefly when ſhe. i 
ſuch a Church as caxfes diviſiens and offences 
con:rary to the Diftrine which the Primitiy 
Churches received {rom the Ap Hes, All which 
being conſidered; may well ſerve to fatisfc 
our Brethren, that we commit no abſurdity i 
refuſing to communicate with them, thoug 
we grant them the Appeliation of the Churc 
of Chrift, and Brethren | in particular as befor 
we have ſaid. 


"Mi bs ANY 


Having ſhewed that al 


unſuſftrable errours, happen in the: Church, ar] © 
and corruptions are'+ * 2 


not. againft ©abls-00% properly againſt he 
Church, bur for che ju be ing after a ſort ra 
Church, _ ._ +, .,, ther ner. r3 for her Refor 
| "mation, then to bring hc 

to deſulation; when Corruption DoGtin 
or manners. have madeijn yaſions npon het 
(Though it muſt needs be granted that eve 
evoſe dwvigims arc . accidenta ally againſt th 
Church, and that as for other cauſcs, ſo-chit 
try, for that they © axe a ſcandal to the - Worl: 
; ani 
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and a ſtumbling to weak Chriſtians,). It be- 
hoveth that we'briefly ſhew what we mean by 
diviftons. which are properly. againſt the 
Church, and: they are ſuch as theſe. 
I, When both parties contending ſtrive ro fot #p 
ſerar ſinful thing, cr their own devices. OA 

2. When they divide aboat that which 1s not nc 
cefſary, but indifferent only. 
 '3» When thi point in queſtion 55 not fo much the 
bb thing ſeaght for-as revenge upon the perſons apainſt | 
whom the controverſie # beld, Thoſe and fuch 
like tend only to the ruinc of] Churches, haying 
no tendency at all to Edification. _ 
"Y - The firſt of theſe ſhewed it ſelf among the 
Corinthians, when they ſtove to {et up men:3 
{ome. this man, and others that, and this in op- 
poſition one unto another, Core Ie 12, Which 
tolly hath been the overthrow of Congregatt- 
ons, where mens perſons have been admured, 
hel and truth neglected. toe L 4 
The ſecond: is rebuked, Rom. 14. Byt, why + 
diſt thou judge thy Brother, or ſet at nought thy 
1 Brother ? ( meaning for | things indifferent) 
Therefore who art thou that judgeſt another mans 
he Servant #. ro bes own. Maſter beſtands or falls, y64 
he ſhall be bolden up, for God is abie to make im 
<h} Fand. EE 7 oh 17 
nll Thethird is dete&ted, Gal.5. 15. for what- 
ſoever the queſtion was, this was their fin, "ro 
L 2 1 
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Aid bite one another. Thus men may hald thy 
trath in unriobteouſneſ;, and without Charity, 
- preach C briſt murely of envy to add thereby [ome 
afflition to the bonds of thtir brethren, Thoſe 
kind of diviſions in the ages bordering upon 
the Apoſtles Lecame the Heathens ſpurt (and the 


Chriſtians ſhame) upon their (pen 7 heaters. 
Let us therefore now return to conſider the 


Nature of that diſtemper which hath. beta!len | 


our body about thefourth principle of Chrilt 
his Dodrine, Heb.6. 2. 

The Searcher$have declared it to be the fin 
of Schiſm; and*thepart diſtempered to be on- 
ly the Congregations under the practice of 
Laying on of Hands , as 15 evident from the 
whole Contexture of their ſearch, and the dt- 
recon. of the Epiſtle prefixed to it, as 1t there 
were nothing ' amiſs in this matter on ther 
part who (if I may ſo ſpeak) have made (and 
defended) a Schiſm in the principles of the 
Dodtrine of our Lord ,, and therewithall divi- 
ded themſelves from a principle thereof. 

And this word SCHISM is taken by the 
Searchers not in a'mild ſenſe, fuch as wherein 
'1t may be taken by propriety of Speech to -fig- 
mhe diviſion in ſo:ne lower confideration, as 
the word is tranſlated, 1 Cor, 1-10, But they 
have hoyſed it in thcir application of it to. the 
Congregations, protetting the fourth principle 
t) 
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tharch:dF2ll Churches but our 
felver. As if it were a light 
matter to brand all thoſe 


Churches for Schiſmaarich.. 


But they ſhould: have con- 


C idered that bare abſtaining 


from communion, chietly 
at the Table of the Lord 
(which is all that hath 
been done pernerally, it fo 
much haye been done) and 
that upon ſuch immergent 
occalion, as hath (at leaſt 
'!1 the time of hot conten- 
tion) been given for it, is 
far from being ſufficient to 


to the moſt extream fignihcation, even that of 
$Seartion 3, yea to fucha degree, as it we un- 


* Which how un- 
true that is, their 
ewn Scarch doth 
r:ſtife, for there 
they confeſs that 
we own them for 
Churches ac {ome 
rurns,. ( they ſay) 
bur ſurely , ( ro ler 
go this raunt) whar) 
we confels them ro 
be ar any time » WE 
conteſs them ro be 
ar all rimes,and that 
is a Church of 
Chriſt, though ir- 


regular in point of 


Conſtirurion, 


bear them out in this their raſh charge againſt 
their Brethren. Seeing our Savionr himſfelt 
puts a bar for coming to the Altar,'while diffe- 
rences between Brother and Brother, only re- 
mains undecided, which being duly conſider- 
ed, may juſtly cauſe the ſober Chriſttan to be a- 
fraid of ſuch a communion as (I perceive)- the 
Searchers would (hand ov:r h:ad) involve us 


into. 


Now, what hath been dore by ſome partic u- 


lar perſons among us in refpect of [C harch-nend- 


3 


in or, 
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;ngs, or unchurching other Churches through 
ipnorance or prepiſterus zeal,as I do not pertcaly 
know. fo I will not in any wiſe go about to ju- 
ſtifie. But ſure' I am, 1t13 no good gtound 
for you to aſperſe all our Congregations with 
ſuch mens actions; no more then the like pre- 
poſterous a&ions by ſome among you (for ſuch 
| there hath been, both particular pcrfons and 
'  Congregations)will juſtifie us fo faſten the like 
reproach upen you, which . hitherto we hays 
not done , nor intend to take the advantage 
of your procreation-to do it now. 

And what though there hath been (during 
the time of theſe contentions and oppoſitions) 
a diltinGion 1n communion between the Can- 
gregations aforeſaid, held to be needtul, at 
leaſt in ſome things (wherein Chriſtians com- 
municating one with another, cannot be very 
comfortable without unity in their Doctrine 
and practice). yet ſure this hath been done 
(generally) without contracting the guilt 0 


Schiſm on either fide, in reſpe& of all ſuch a5 


in the midſt of all theſe diſentions , have main- 
tain d the great .cngagement of {barity . to- 
wards one another. And for thoſe that have 
not ſo done, its juſtly feared the guilt hat 
been as great qn the one fide, as on the 0- 


rher, 
| Thi 
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This diſtin8lion in communion , hath been 
held (ET preſume) by all wiſe Chriſtians, rather 
ofneceſfity, then tor any delight they have had 
in it, partly for that the truth in queſtion 
would otherwiſe have been flighted as 4 thing 
ut ar miſt indifferent, And there is no readicr 
way to deſtroy any truth, then to let it, paſs 
with ſach an eftimation. And partly , for 
that contention would ever- have been rifing 
between Members of the ſame particular com- 
munity, and no means remaining to pacitie 
thoſe diviſtons. For, what pious Paſtor of the 
. EChurch can juſtifie his admitting ſome to the 
DN Lords Table without imbracing ( nay though 
oppoſing) the fourth principle of Chriſtianity, 
and yet with the ſame. breath deny another 
that iberty ? The truth 15, this diſparity w 
jdgment and practice muſt 2dmic of one 
thing ont of two (at leaſt ſo Tong as the Soixit 
of contradiction worketh,) viz. either” thar 
the parties difſenting may fit down in diftinct 
F Congreations, without the offence or grudg- 
ing one againſt another, orelſe it muſt admit of 
diſpencing with moſt of the principles of, our 
Religion, one by one till indeed we have none 
left intire 3 as will appear by fingling them a- 
part, and yielding to each opintoniſt the ple2 | 
which our Brethren do uſe in the caſe de- 
pending, which in cfie&X 1s this. 

I 4 Why 
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Why ſhonld we not fit down at the Lords 
Table with youz Seeing we own all the prin- 
ciples of Chriſts DoCtrine.as you do (which 
yet fear, &c.) except the fourth ? and as 
touching that, we ſav and believe, that che Laz- 
jng on of Hands in Heb,6.2. # a principle if 
C briſts dGrine, and a part of the feunlation yet 
we deny that Laying on of Hands, which you 


hold to be that'principle. This plea being, ad- 


mitted, a ſecond comes and pleads thus, 

| [Let vs build with you, for we own all the 
principles of Religion, Heb. 6.1,2. as you do, 
except that of Fanh, and yet we fay Faith isa 
principle according to H:b.6, 1. but we deny 
that faith which you fay 15 there meant to be 
that principle. 

A third comes and ſays, we have right to 
fit down 1m communion. with you, for we do 
own all the principles, Heb. 6. only the Do- 
&rine of Baptiſms which you fay is there 
meant, we deny to be a principle of Chrilis 
Dodtrine, and do lay that it is your own ina'- 


wation Or tradition, yet we own the Doctrine 0. 


Baptiſms. : 


A fourth pretends they own all the princi- 
ples, &r. only that Reſurre&tion. of the- dead, 
which we ſay 15a principle of Chriſtianity, they 
term an Hamane mnovation, yet they profels to 
-beheve the Relurrcion. 


9 


Finally 


, 
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Finally , there comes others and profeſſes 
that they own all the principles of Gods. Ora- 
cles, He',6. &@c. but withall they deny with 
Origen, that eternal judgment which we hold, 
and ſay. that there ſhall be an univerſal Salvati- 
on3 and yet they own with him a judgment 
which 1s cternal. And upon theſe pretenfions_ 
they demand the priviledgcs of Chriſtians a- 


mong us 11 all things, 


Now admitting laying on of Hands (as. we 
bold) to be as undoubtedly a principle of 
Chrilts Doctrine,as any of the reſt Gas that 
35 our caſe.) Let our Brethren reſolve us how 
we ſhall diſpenſe with them in rejecting agd 
oppoſing, that principle, and yet do nothing at 
all to the prejudice of any other principle , or 
part of the Foundation ? 

Certain it is(as betore we have hinted) there 
$no0 Artifice of Sathan ſo likely to wear out 
this or any other truth, as to make it {ubje& to 
the wills of men, v1z. to admit men to the 
{me degree of Eſtimation and hitveſs for com- 
munion 1n the Church, though they deny this 
truth, as if they owned it. And whilſt our 
Brethren are Jabouring with all their might to 
bring the fourth principle of Chrilts Doctrine 
to this ſtate of ſubje&ion, others are as bu- 
bly tampering with the Doctrine of Baptiſm- 
ing have prevailed to the great reproach of 
thoſe 
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thoſe Chriſtians who have (ſuffered themſtlves 
and the truth to be thus abuſcd. 

Open oppoſition though too bad,” yet is 
more advantagious to the truth, then ſach Pre- 
tended friendthip 3 for truth being oppoſed, 
hath fircngth and Authority to withſtand its 
greatett Adverſary. Bat if once ſabril men cre 
into the Church under a ſpectons pretenſe of wait- 
ing for the knonledpe of ſnob traths as they have a 
defipn to overthrow theſe. prove the greateſt 
prophaners and ſubverters of the ways of God 
in the world. And what devourer ſhall we be 
able to keep out (that hath but craftc to get mn) 
if once this door of diſpenſing with principles 
of Religion be opened? 

Aſſuredly had thoſe perſons , AZZs the 10, 
(the remiftion of whoſe fins was evidenced 
from Heaven very eminently) been admittec 
ro. communion , withont ſubmitting to the 
Baptiſm of Repentance for remillzon of fin (a5 
Peter: queſtion, can any man forbid water, that 
theſe ſhonld nat be B, miz:d, which received th 
Hoiy Gnift t ſecs totatimate that forme ſuc 
ought might pothbly dart it ſelf into the 


breaſts of ſome. } It had certainly made nl 
that ordinance almoſt t1r4/y, for hy doch nut nm 
. a=da; 3s BY 0 IA him) eif to be LITEAT wit 
the Stiri: 3 


Out 
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Our Brethren demand of us» whether thoſe 
ob ificartons nh1cÞ gives right tehB priſms do mot 
give right tothe Lords Table ? The anſwer 1s 
afie, for Faith and Repentance (as they fay) 
eives right to Baptiſm, bat not fo for the 
Lords Table, for though Baptitm be no quali- 
hcation for it ſeit, yerit 1s a very neceflary. 
qualihcation tor the Lords Table. But that we 
may reach the utmoit that can lie 1n this que- 
tion, we anfiyer further ; And hrit, | 

By granting that thoſe that are rightly bap= 
ted, have thereupon a general right to all 
the priviledges and holy Ordinances in the 
Church of God'z and ſo to the Lords Table 
zmong the reſt : But then ſecondly,we mauft 
diftiniguiſh between this general right, and 4 re- 
tular capacity tor the immediate participation of 
theſe priviledges. The children of Ephraim, & ce 
2 Chron,30.18,19.20. had a right to the Paſle- 
over in general with the reti of the Iſraelites, 
becauſe they were Circumciſed, ec. yet fith 
they were not cleanſed according to the Purift» 


cation of the SanEtuary, they were not ina rc- 


pular capacity to cat the Paſſeover with the 


rſt of the {jrarlires, therefore Hezrkiah made 
ſupplication for them, and it was permitted in 


that ſtrait, (for they could not do , what they 
would becauſe of the ſhortneſs of the time)that 
they ſhould eat- the Paſſeover otherwiſe then 
as 
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as it was written inthe Law; but this was. an 
extraordinary caſe as we have ſhewed before... 
Again, ſuppoſe I know that my Brother hath} 
ſomething” againſt me, when I am going toſff.: 
the Lords Table ; this doth not take awa 
my right from the Table of the Lord whic 
Lhave in general with other Chriitians, onh, 
now[ am not 1n a regular capacity- to partici 
pate. And what though thoſe that are bapti 
zed according to Chrilts command have right 
to the Lords Table as: aforeſaid, yct may the 
not be prepoſt er ar45 in taking their right fo 
there is an orderly way to partake of our. pri 
viledges. And we fay and have proved that 
the next ftep* or princt- 
* Lerno man here Je 5n Chriſtianity to hol 
obj: , prayer and 1 DONT | 
hearing. the word, P þ 2p. OT 7 0G 
which as they are #p1n Ged in proyer with th 
of neceſlity anrece® /mp5ition of Hands for thei 
gdenr ro 04r Meme þyiy Spirit of promiſe. This 
wy fo they are Q1ir Brethren do not onl 
of pcrpernal uſe in | | 'Y 
he Charch, negledt, but they oppoſe it 
| as an 2umant innovation. Up 
on this, not 4 brother only, but rhe Church hall. 
ſomething againſt them, they refuſe to be recon, ; 
ctled, unle(s we allow them in their diſobey 
dicnce, at leaft fo far as to leave undone that. 
which 15 their duty to do : hence it appeareth p. 


that whatfocycr our Brethren may wy to 
2 them 


LC 


2th 
fo 
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iemſelves in-reſpe&t of their, right to/ the 
ords Table, yet we tigd that-in them, which 
uts them into an incapacity for their 1mme= 
te parrtcipation 5 at leaſt with thoſe Cons 
regations, who religiouſly obſerve 'that order 
herein the truths of God are propoſed to be 
vlerved,s | | | | 

But here peradventure our Brethren will 
ly, they donor remember that me have ought a> 
jſt them in this caſe; To which it may be 
ſwered, that makes the caſe never the Het- 
rin reſpect of them that do know their er- 
ur 3 no more then my Brothers juſtifying 
mſelf in his treſpaſs againſt me,doth leſſenhis 
paſs, which is ſo far from that,that mn truth 
makes it greater, and there is now a neccſlity 
a: theſe two be reconciled before they fir 


Wvn at the Lords Table cogerher. 


If yet it ſhould- be faid,ne taze for granted the 
ef thing denyed, viz. That our Brethren are 


W:nders in the caſe depending. The anſwer 


firſt, this objection will help thoſe that de- 


F the Baptiſm of Repentance againſt our 


thren, for denymg them communion in 
tir. Congregations, as muchas it will help 
t Brethren againſtus, for though our Bre- 
en ſay they offend in omitting that part oft 
irifts DoErine, yet they deny 1t.2, Though 
r Brethren will needs fuppgle the oa | 
GOUDL> 
, 
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doubtful whether what we hold in the caſe d: 
pending be true orno, it is out. of doubt -wit 
us, and ſo mich the more as by how much ou 
Brethren labour to raiſe new:doubts and {cri 
ples about itaccording to that true ſaying 


When Black # rightly poſred with White, 
Then blacks miſt dark, and white doth. ſhi 
moſt bright. 


The Searchers infift much upon their of: 
in order to the accommudating the differen; 
depending. To which Tan{wer, had they pe 
fiſted in that candour and condeſcending ten 
per which lately ſome of them pretends 
to. It is not doubed, but the end might ha 
been happy, provided that their hearts were » 
r1ght according to thiſe pretenſions, But to 
plain, by all that we can as yet underſtand;ſort 
of them were more politick than pious in fu 
their endeavours, of which let this their Sear 
be an evidence to Peſterity, For, even when \ 
were buſily endeavouring to anlwer,thcir coflxe, 
deſcending propofals, with the greatcit corf}g- 
plyance, which with a good conſcience vj; 
could.even then comes our Brethren forth wiff,,, 
a fire-brand of Schiſm and Sediticn, and clapshg 
on the backs of our Congregations. AlN ( 
therewithnal arms themſelves with the mc 


Ch 
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Clandeſtine and ſubtil oppoſition againſt the 
principle under contideration, wherewith they 
have at any time (lo far as I know) as yet ad- 
ranced themſelves againſt it, which yet will 
make as little for their Credit. or the Churches 
Comfort, as their former attempts of this kind 
have done (unleſs God whote wiſdom - can 
bring good out of evil, turn jt to our advan- 
tage) for no weapln formed agairſt the truth ſhall 
Iroſrer. | 7 
And though it is true. there was ſome nn- 
happy obſtruCtions of our peace bcfore they 
Printed their Search, fo it 1s as true that the 


Yiypocrific of {ſome of the Searchers was the 
Mcaile thereot. | 


Nor need they make (o much of their pers 
mitting the Countrey Elders to preach up Lay» 
ng on of Hands among them, when they con- 
fider the hot oppoſition which ſome of them 
met with, as foon as they had done. And its 
known from ſome of the moſt plain-hearted 
among, them, that though we have been defi- 
red to preach the Doctrine bt Laying cn of 
Hands among them, yet * 
it 2 more to peaſe our by=> % Exore judicium, 
mourrs (which our fouls ab- 
hor) then that they have any expectation to 
fee-the truth by ſuch preaching. 


Ne 
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Neither is the complaint of;our Brethren 
juſt at this time, how that they, or many off 
them would have ſubmitted to Laying on 0 
Hands, : did we not prohibit them communion 
with thoſe, wich whom they formerly walked 
For they know that what ever hath been, whenfþ1 
' contention was in the higheſt about this mat- 
ter 3. yet there hath been as much forbearancef 
that way of late,as. could reaſonably be deſired, ſW 
and this condeſcention (perhaps) might ill 
have encreafed had you as you promiſed, ſea- 
ced your oppoſition againit the truth by uv 
_ profeſſed. But now you have revived the 
whole Controverfie, in moſt of the Congrega-W 
tions in England : _ And therefore as the cauſe 
of our divifion at the firſt was much on their 
part, whodivided the principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty and themſelves from a principle thereof, {6 
the revival, and _ (with the preven- 
tion of our concurrince at leaft in many things) 
will be found at the doorof the Searcher, when 
he ſearcheth well his own Habitation. 

When we confider P 4's charge to Timothy, 
t1 withdraw from ſuch as had 3 forms of Godlinefs, 
denying thenower thereof, And his command toff 
the Church at Theſſ-lonica, to withdr aw {rom ee 
very Brother £94: walketh diſorderly, we cannot 
but - dillike the . tendency of your 19th. de: 
mand, as it it would follow, that bzcaute there 

were 
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wrexhrere ſome finfully ſuffered in ſome Churches 
f old, who taught Gods:people to commit fornica= 
in, and co eat meats iffered to Idols, and to bold 
community of Women (a thing fo beaſtly as 
carce fit to be named) therefore we may not 
rithdraw from ſuch Churches as ſuffer ſach 
narings. Now-! when yet its evident that the 
anceord charges thoſe fins fo deeply upon thoſe - 
red, War ſuffered thoſe Abominations, that with- 
ſill {but ſpeedy Repentance their Chutch-ſtate 
nuſt be removed. But ({urely our Brethren _ 
annot be ignorant: that the Lord commends 
hich of the Churches in Aja,as could not bear, 
Wt #ncharched thoſe that were evil, who ſaid they 
rre Jews, and Apiſties, and were not, but mere 
heir ſr Synagogue of Sathan : and how vehemently 
ani«c reproves thoſe that did not thus ſeparate 
\ fofflkom ſuch evil workers, whether Congregati- 
7cn-Fins, or particular Members, for ſure there is 
195)Wut one Law for few or for - many in this 


o 


henYale. DT Wc: 

True it 1s, That God '/had mercy for great 
thy, Foficnders upon repentance, and- there muft-be 
eſs, Fidmoniton before they be {pewed out of the 
| tofimouth. But what will this avail their caſe, who 
+ e-ſÞ6cing intreated and exhorted to turn from the 
not Frrour of their way, and diligently taught 
de: ſſoncerning the truth, yet perſiſt in their op-,_ 
cre Ypolition, | 5 4:2 

K The 
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The ſlight expoſition which. the Searchers 
gives us of 2 John 7. 9. Verſcs, is no. more: to 
be. commiended (as I conceive) then their Ad- 
verſartes unwary ſyllogiſm from thence : Sce- 
ing it 15 not all that conteſs that Jeſus Chyiſi 
rs come inthe fleſh, that hath fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son. For that is. the ſenſe 
of the Searchers, or el{e they muſt tell ns how 
many of-Chriſts Do&trines or teachings, muſi 
be owned as neceflary to mens conamunio 
with God and Chriſt 3 which will puzzle the 
Searchers as much as any body ele, their flon 
riſhesand reflexions againſt others notwith 
ſtanding. Nor need we lay much to our Bre 
threns demands,which they ground on a ſupzc 
ſttion of ihe truth of cur opinion, confidering what 
we have ſaid already, for if that we hold 6 
the truth, it 5 ſuch a truth a way not be di 
penſed with or neglected withour manike 
danger to the ret of the principles of Religion 
as hath been ſhewed ; It ſhall therefore no 
{iffice for the tryal of the conſciences of ou 
Brethren jn this matter, that we appcal ti 
them touching the like ſervice in anothor calc 
namely, the Laying on of Hands in the Ordinati 
on of Officers in the Church, which ſome © 
them will have to be that principle, Heb. 6 
' though others of them 7-1-6 thar as erroneom, | 

that our Brethren had lit. le cauſe to Kg: 
| abo!! 
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about ſome differing apprebenfooni about the end” 
of that 2iniftration, ſith themſelves are Givided 
both about the end and the principle it ſelf. 1 fays 
put caſe now, that ſome among you ſhould de- 
ny the Layng on of Hands on Officers tbe in 
ſtiturted of God,"and tell you it 18 an innovations 
man (to ſay no worſe) and that you have rio 
command” from God for it-5 ' and: thereupon 
they bring all ' the Arguments againſt you 
which you deviſe againſt us. And not only ſo, 
but they carry on all the Aﬀairs of the Church 
without any regard had to that orderly way of 
ordaining men to Office by prayer with the 
Laying on of Hands. - Only, becauſe 1ts your 
hamosr to have men ſo ordained, therefore -in' 
condeſcention to your weakneſs, and that they 
may the better bring you off that uſage they per- 
mit you once, twice of thrice,@c. to preach up 
ſuch a thing in their Congregations. Do you 
now make fo little conſcience of that Laying 
on of Hands which you pra&tice, and that 'a#a 
part of the Foundation ( fay ſome of you) as 
that you could maintain a free and cheartu] 
communion with ſuch perſons? Howlſoever 
you may ſhuffle in this caſe, conſidering the li- 
Fbcrty which you encline to in the other, yet 
lurcly were you free from that temptation, your | 
would find no ſmall dithculties to hold- ſuch 


communion with thoſe who ſhould not only 
K 2 make, 
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| rhake void, butcyen deſpiſe (for "tis no bets. 
ter) that wholſome: and Divine order which . 


God hath left.. for. the | Government of his 

Houle.*:. {1 1 

As for CAE Aſermablies, which are ardajned 

for neral Controverſies, arid which through 
he Lied ing of God are the beſt expedient un- 

Fr San, for compoſing, diviſions in. the 

Churches. Here the liberty of Chriftians ſhould 


bez yea, muſt-þemaintain'd, though they dif- 


fer right: much jn-cheir opinions.in matters of 


Religion, and thexctore we have (indeed) very | 


Chriſtianly admitted the Searchers to ſach our 


Aſſemblies 3 knowing well, that not only the 


Chriſtians in the «ges baxdering upon the Primi- 
zive, but even the Aprſt les of our Lord did allow 


Chriſtians of very different perſwafions, treely 


to deliberate on things propounded in ſuch 


Aſſemblies. Bur yet we little thought that our | 


Brethren would have abuſed us in the ſight of 


the World, for this our Chriſtian reſpect to- | 
wards them, asif we were inconfiſtant with our | 


principles inſuch our condeſcentions,un2ſs we 
alſo communicate with: them at the Lords Ta- 
ble. Surely. this kind of dealing is unlikely to 
effect the peace and concord of our too much 
divided Congregations. 

For my part, Icould heartily wiſh that all 
the ions of Chriſitans 1 in the W Ns 
tnat 


a = eto. mamas Ot al. oe -nd af cox an as Acc a£<sso #} we 
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chat are baptized according to the, appoint- 
& ment of Chriſt, eA2t#.28. 19. Mark 16. 16: 
S | Aft: 2.38. would make one C onfiſtory (atleaſt 
ſome times) to confider of the matters in dif- 
1 Þ& ference among them, For, if this be, not ad- 
1 F mitted,.there is no means under Heaven re- 
- I maining (as T conceive) to heal their diviſions, 
and conſequently to obtain that peace which 
ſhould rule inthe hearts of all Gods people, be- 
> © cauſe they are thereunto called in one-(univer= 
t | fal) body. 
F:1 And herein (I conceive) an union in the 
ir } main may be held,. though in our particular 
Ce. F communities, for: the avoiding ( otherwiſe 
i= F incvitable) inconveniencies, we are conſtrained. 
» | to hold ſome diftin&tions. For,1t is one thing 
y Ef zo for ſake the Church of Chriſt, and another-to 
h-E ceaſe communicating with ſuch a particular 
wr J Congregation, asin the time of Reformation, 
ot} will needs ſtay behind in the Reps of irregula= 
0- F rity. The firſt can be no other than Schiſm,fith 
ir F there can be no cauſe to forſake the Church-of 
'« | God, though there may be cauſe to forbear 
a- | communicating with ſome particular Mem- 
tO F bers or Congregations thereot. The other 1510 
h | far from Schiſm , that it is more truly called 
Reformation, nor doth it follow that becauſe we 
ll efuſe to communicate with our Brethren in 


3 Re» 


rheir irregular proceedings in the matters of - | 
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| Religion, that therefore we reject them in thoſe 
| principles of truth which they do religiouſly 
obſerve, and zcalouſly profeſs : neither 15 onr 


diſtinguiſhing our Congregations from theirs, | 


to much 3 ſeparation from them, as 2 Reformmatt- 
on of our ſelves, ſo that the 10. and 11, de- 
mands of the S-archers might well have been 
ſpared, ith as things ſtand among us, they arc 


not only unnecefſary,but I tear may prove very | 


pernicious to the peace of our Churches. 

Let me now conclude with a free Word to 
the Brethren of both perſwaſions 3 And that 15, 
to beſeech you to conlider one another as Bre- 


thren, and not as Adverfaries, and as Brethren | 


_toput'on Charity one towards anotherz and 
chiefly you that are zealous for the principle 
under debate 3 the more you walk in the truth, 
the more it concerns you to ſhew forth your 
works with meekneſs of 'wiſdom, and to a- 
bound 1n that gitt of the Spirit which hopeth 
and delieveth all things, which doubtleſs wall 
tcach you to believe this of your Brethren in 
general, that if they ſaw the truth as you, do, 
they would be nothing lef zealous for it then 
your ſelves, and conſider in the mean time as 
they are erroneous in our judgments (and cer- 
tainly erroneous they are) ſo we ſeem to be to 
them. And though the conſequence of their 

rejecting one principle of Religion, do indeed 
Tout Ta -ndan= 


—_ 
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endanger the reſt , yet let us believe, that if 
they were awar of this, they would abhor fuch 
an opinion as doth {o prejudice the DoErine 


J of Chriſt; 


Our Brethren do err, it 1s true, but they err 


J with a conſcience void of erroury | becauie ( as 


may be hoped }theyknownot that theyerr. Now 
Charity ſuffereth long, and 1s kind, 1s not put- 


J icd up againſtany that 7zealoufly ſerve the 


Lord, though perhaps they err from many of 
his Precepts. Charity is not the companion of 
that exceſs of indiſcreet Seal which abounds n 
ſome men, for it knoweth that temperance is 


F 5 neccffary in our zeal, as mercy is in judg- 


ment, violent Spirits {e]1dom or never doth the 
Church ſervice without diſſervice 3 And let us 
confider that the truth we ſtand for, hath no 
need of our paſlions to defend it 3 no, its own 
authority will ſupport it againſt the ſtrongeſt 


J oppolition, theretore Jet your mederition appear 


lo 4 Mens : 

Fo the Brethren on the other ſide, Let 'me 
thus ſpeak , beware that you dcfpiſe not your 
Brethren eſpecially you that are men of parts, 

ccauſe you being taken for Brethren of high 
degree, muſt now if you own the truth which 
you have oppoſed, ſeem to be abaſed. You that 
have been Inftrudters of the fhmple, mult now * 
lcarmof Babes, or «it leaſt ſuch things as per- 
| R 4 | tains 
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tains to Babes. Whereupon 1t you ask your us, 
conſciences, 1 am perſwadcd you (orar leattYyo 
forme of you) have met with ſuch, reafonings, tul 
as once a Wiſe man met with upon an eccation be 
Jke to this, when hereaſoned with bis friend Yap 
after this manner, Becauſe others are gone Lefere, ſin 
es it 4 ſhame for #4 t6 cume after? er 15 it nit rather de 
a great ſhame not et all to go after them. Aug, tv! 
Conteſl. 1.5.c $. wr 

And let it be conſidered how upon the dif- ob 
covery ofthe right manner of Baptizing (for: 
men had forſaken the way of God both in the»! 
ſubje& and manner of that Ordinance) there /*- 
was found a kind of necellity for Chriſtians of ca 
ancicut ſtanding,as it were to begin again. And Y'”- 
yet ſome then,(Cas you now) was by no means J»:/ 
to be prevailed with , but would (at leaſt) Wire 
have the way of baptizing left to every mang 
liberty\(as you would have the 4th principle) 
and now the' Lord hath plcaded that cauſe, 
when no other endeavour could prevail, for 
' thoſe that ſtumbled at that truth; are in a man- | 
ner wholly extin& in this Nation, whilit thoſe 
that imbraced it are bleſſed with great encreaſe, 
And what ſhall befall you if to your difobedi- 

\ enceyou ſhall add pertinacity, a littletime may 
determine. | 
- By that which hath been ſaid you may per- 
ceive (Brethren ) how the cafe fiands betwen 
us, | 


nd 
|) 


Yciple of Chriſtian Religion, of you. 
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us, gladly would we have communion with 
you inal Chriſtian priviledges, but your will- 
tul want (as of ſome may - -, ORs 
be feared * ) of one priri- #* Ar leaſt ſome of © 
ind therewithall your en- 
deavours to deprive ourChurches of it(as is t0O 
evident to be denyed) puts a ftop to that 
which is ſo much deſired, and how it ſhall be 
obtain'd 15 the buſineſs for timeto determine, 
and O thar the fſet_ time were come. Mean 
while we muſt leave the Searchers, and their 
[e-rch354r ſelves, and our Sigh, to him that will 
cauſe all the Churches to hnow that is # be 
1042 ſearcherh the hearty and try5ethihe Reins, and 


uns ni! give roevery man according 48 bis wirk ſnall 


1 


5 


f 


1, 


A_ Defence of the offices of Apoſtles; andf® 
of the continuance thereof 1» the Church Þ 


till the end, | : 


UC 


—y Or men to ſtrain more at the Word A-FÞc: 

4 polile, [as ſome do at the word Bi-ſ©! 
ſhop] then at the work or Office ſig-Fc 

nified thereby, isno other thing (as 1d 
conceive) then groundleſs humility, or hypo-F1 
critical ſubtilty 3 ſeeing it is evident that tholsFill 
_ Titles are as lowly as any that can be given tofar! 
fite with the matter, thereby intended. ner 
The firſt ſignifying a A: ſſenger, wr one ſent, th 
the other an Over/ecr. Wherefore that IT may ſÞfa! 
avoid this hamour, I will not fear to call old fn 
things by their old names, and thercfore ſhall {the 
call the Officers of the Church by the ſame Fer: 
names which the wiſdom of God hath given is 
them, not to make them proud, but rather ÞÞ»rd 
humbled, and to be as a 4:menro concerning ÞÞ. 
the work, which by their Office they ttand en-F Ti 
gaged to do. mn 3 


Nor 
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Nor ſhall we need at this time to fay much 
tÞ the Officers of the Church generally, but 
2 Þily of the Office of Apoſtles, or meſſengers, & 
eg Ebis becauſe ſom&-of our Brethren do not only 
MWorbe (bur endeavour to make others doubt- 
bl alſo, whether God hath given to his Church 
14@NY Apoltles or Meſſengers to ſucceed the 
pF Omitive Apoſiles, as a conttant Miniſtery in 
he Church to the end of the World. 
And albeit, we fay that the Apoſtles have 
Fucceflours (as well as Bilhops, &c. ) yet our 
A-ſÞcaning 15 not that there are any that ſucceed 
Bi-Micm in all reſpects , for there was in the Oi- 
ip- cc of the chiet Apoſtles, ſomething ordinary 
; JÞ1d fixed, and fomething extraordinary and 
z0- E:mporary, the latter was, firſt their immediate 
olbWillion 3 * Secondly, they | 
toEzrned their Doctrine ei- *Math.z $.19, 20. 
ier from the Sacred Lips Gl. 1.1. 
nt, ſWithe Lord Chriſt , or by | 
ay Þfallible Revelation, and were not taught it 
31d Bj man, as © Timuthy and 
all ſther their daccefſours * 2 Tim.1. 13. 
me here, Hel. 2. — Great ſal= 
ren ſition, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the 
1er Bird, and was confirmed to 16 by them that heard 
ng”. | 
n-Þ| Th:t which. --xe have heard, which we have 
mn with our eye; which we have look'd upon,and our 
hands 


lor 


(140). 


: bands have handled of the word of Life-== th 
which me have ſeen and heard declare ne unto yoifis 
'T John TeI,5. But Þ certifie you Brethren, that 
the Goſpel which was preached of me was not af ty" 
bs Fo man, for I neither receive 
* And yerir is true =, of man. * neither was Ine 
\thatPagl was taught i | 
the / knowledoe of #448F1 it bus by rhe Revel arigo 
lome of rhe princi- of Feſun C briſt Gal.1,11, N 
plesof Religion by Thirdly, They were Ci 
rape | lay a Foundation, and dl 
An; on 1s, propoſe 2 form ot Dodrin®l 
tor other Teachers to builF" * 
on, and to keep as their pattern, and a Stanfſſve 
dard by which to trie others Dodrine qa ** 
Spirits, I Cor.z.10.----45 4 wiſe Mafter buildeÞ'* 
4 bave laid the Feaundation, and another builde * 
thereon. He that ts of God bearech ws, he that tus ied 
of God heareth nor 14, hereby know we the Spir th 
of rrath, and the Spirit of errour, 1 John 4.6. ect 
-Fourthly , they wereÞ”* 
Neceſlarily endowed wit” 
the gift of Tongues, MF 
racles, &c. to demonſtraf S 
that they were ſent of God, and that theſea 
Dodrine was from Heaven , Luke 24.4" t 
-—=-B 3 tarry ye in the Cityof Jeruſalem il $g 
be endaed with power from on bigh, 2 COr.12,1 [be; 
Tri ythe figns of an eApoſtie were wronght amd bre 
you inal patience,in Signs aud Wonders, ind might 


CONES | deed 


X& ]. e, as 2 Concomi » 


rant 3 nor as a part 
of their Office, * 


( 141), 

\hM:ds. Th theſe md the like reſpe&s the Apo-' 

ulcs have no ſucceſſours, for it they have, then 
uſt their Words and Writings haye the like 
ftyprce, and Authority, and then we ſhould be 
70; ill receiving, new Oracles , and never knogy 
4; Wien the whole Councel of God was made 
1 @own to us. - | Rn 
. | Now the things which were ordinary and 
- txcd, in the Apoſolical Office were ſuch as 
1 cle, their Authority to preack the Goſpel in 
inf places, at all times, to all perſons, as occafi- 
will and opportunity by Gods providence was 
tarfiven to-them, Mark.16.15. Preach the Goſpel 
an e277 Creature , Math. 28, 19, 20. Teach all 
df «ti0n5===and Is T am with you, always even to 
det £2d 5f the world 5 this work could not be 
ugcd only to _the- chick or Primitive Apoſtles, 
Spjrſſet they were to leave the World by death 
_  ſcch. 1.5,6. The Fathers where are they, and the 
ere rophers do they live for ever ? Ads 20. 29, I 
wit" after my deceaſe grievars Wolves ſhall enter. 


tra Secondly , their unwearicd diligence '1n” 
thaſcaching both the Churches and Pattours in 
1. 4) the will of Ged, their carefor the well-ſet- 
il $vg and governing the Churches, Acts 20.31, 
>, 1 berefore watch and remember that by the ſpace of 
amorce years I ces fed not to warn every ohe night and 
wigh with tears. 2 COr.1 1. 28.-:;bat nhich comerh 


deed uj- 


(142) 
pon me datly, the care of all thi Churcher,2 Pet 1 
12>13,14,T5. 

[ will nt be nepligent to put you always in r 
rembrance of theſe things==-ea, I think it meet 
long as T am in this Tabernacle to ſtir you mp | 
patting you in remembrance, moreover I will 
deavour that you may be able after my deces[e ti 
bave theſe things always In remembrance. 

T he reſt will I fet in order when 1 com: and 
perfett ihat which « - lacking concerning you 

Faith, | | 
_  Fitez.5, ' For this cauſe left I thee in Creet, that 
thoa fhoxldeſt ſet in order the things that are want 
ing, and ordain Elders in every City, as T had aj 
pointed thee, , | 
3+ Theirbeing ſer for 4 defence of the Goſje 
apainſt falſe Apoſtles, Phil. 1-16, 17. the w1 
preach Chriſt of (ontention- -ſuppoſing to ad 
«fftitt;on to my bonds, T be ocher of Love , knowing 
that I ams ſet for the defence of the Goſpe!. 
' Fourthly, To ftrenthen the Hands of par- 
ticular Paſtours againſt Uſarpers, and ſuch as} 
deſpiſe the Minifters of Chriſt, Ads 20, And 
fron Meletus he ſent to Epheſus, and called tht} * 
Elders of the (harch, And when they were cont 
unts bim, he ſaid unto them-—1f your own ſclvts 
ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things=--T herefore 
watch,@c3 John 5. Beloved thixs doſt faithfully 
whatſoever thus doſt tothe Brethren, and ro. ſftran- 
gers 


/ 
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ger 5-==1 wrote to the Charch, but Diotrephes who - 
jweth to have the pre-eminence among them ve- 
reiveth us not, wherefore if 1 come, 1 will remember 
his d:eds t1:8 b7 doth,prating apainſt 14 with mali= 
cioves words, 1 T1m.1. 17. Let the Elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
Gal. 4.17.18. They zealouſly affeft you, bus not. 
well - yea, th:y monld exclude ue, that you might 
W fot them. | | 

Now that the chief Apoſtles have fome to 
ſucceed them in the Apoſtleſhip, as we have at- 
J firmed will appear firſt from the conſideration 
nA of that Commiſſion which our Lord gave for 

a the Teaching of the Nations, or for the preach- 

ing the Goſpel to every Creature. 
ſreſl- Secondly, from the duration of thoſe gifts 
of} in the Church which our Lord obtained and 

add gave, by virtue of his Aſcention. o 
rin} Thirdly, from the conſideration of the Pri- 

mitive Churches, their having fuck Apoſtles os 
2ar- Meſſengers. 'L | 
: aff Fourthly , from the practice of thoſe who 
4nd moſt queſtion the neceſlity of Meſſengers at 
the this day. : 
ll Fifthly, from the ſtate of the World, their 
2: neceffity to be taught the truth as it is'in Jeſus. 
fore | And in regard of the danger they lic under by 
means of talfe Apoltles. 


And 


©. 
> 
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And firſt it is evident from 1arh, 28.19.20; 
and Mark 16. 15.. that it is the will of God 
that the Nations be taught 9 and that every 
Creature ſhould have the Goſpel preached un- 

to them, wherefore 1t re- 
If the Church maincth that we ſtick to 
have nor a Miniſte- one thing out of three, and 
ry of Meſſengers, that is,cither ſome, body in 
_ O_o ſpecial are bound to preach 


Ofhce to preach '2) the Goſpel tO thoſe that 
the Nations. are without; or elſe that 
| all Chriſtians are equally 
bound to perform this. work if capable in re- 
ſpect of gifts, or elſe that this work ended with 


the Apoſtles. | | 
The laft will not be ſaid by any that conſi- Yr 
ders, that the making .one branch of that, 
Commilſtion, ILarhi28.and Mark 16.void of 
not obliging or binding to the Church now, or. 
any perſons 1n it, is in effe& to make thewhole 
commiſſion void, for if none have power by 
virtue of this Commiſſion to teach the Nati- 
ons, how can it be that any hath power from 
hence to baptize? both works being comman-{þ 
ded as it werein one breath. Nor can thef 
Church obſerve all things whatſoever Chriſt 
commanded his Apoſtles, if they be riot to ob-Þ. 
ſerve this great work to preach the Goſpel to 
the World. > \ 
| |: Net 
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20, 
50d Fork belongs toevery gifted Chrittian alike ; 
ery fccauſe the imployment of the Goſpel conſiſts 


an- Bn divers Offices, and all ſuch Members have 
re- Tot the ſame Office. | | 


cers (and that the Teaching, Aſath. 28. and 
he preaching, Mark 16. is a preaching not 
y virtue of gift only, but by Authority alſo 
| $innot be denied) x Tim. 1. 18, This charge [ 
hat Bmwrit to Son Timothy, 1 Tim. 6,20, O Ti 
ally Þorby heep that which i committed "to thy troſt, 


-& Tim.2.2. and the ſame commit thou to. faithful 


v1th Ben, and let theſe alſo firſt be proved, and: then let 
W'm: ſe the Office of a Deacon bring found blamt- 


nl-$5, 1 Tim.3-10. Surely if this care muſt be - - 


that ad, that none uſe the Office of a Deacon, but 
d Ot Bron fch proof had of their fitneſs, it cannot 
> 01: imagined that the greater matters of the Go= 
hole vel ſhould be taken in hand without the like 
7) Fire and circumſpeRion, 

att- 3. Fhey that would have this work of 
eaching tothe World,no mans concern , by 
nan Freue of Office, whiles they ſpeak againſt Meſ- 
ngers, do make more than any body elſe, 

herwiſe we may well enquire how ſhall they 

reach except they be ſent ? Row. 10. We con- 

Jude then, if thoſe that preach muſt be ſent ; 


. be 
Y x 


-# 


Neither can it rationally be faid that this 


2, Again, meer gifts do not make men Of- 


. $4 it that commiſſion, Mark. 28, Hark 16. 
L 
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--be yet in force,then the Apoſtles haye ſome to 

{ucceed them in thcrir Office Apottolical. = 
 Whichis yet more - evident by the conſide- 

ration of thoſe gifts which our Lord obtained 
and gave to his Church by virtue of his Aſcen- 
tion, Eph. 4+ 11..4nd he gave ſume eApiſtles,and 
ſome Prophets, and (ume Evangeliſts , and ſome 
Paſtiurs, and Teachers, for the perfefling thi 
Saints for the work of the Miniſtery, for the 6d - 
tying of the body of Chriſt, Till we all come inf 
rhe unity of the, Faith, &c, Ser 1 Cor. 12. 28. It 
were certainly a very dangerous thing to fay 
that any of theſe gitts are taken away trom the} 
Church of God, albeit ſome of them are pet- 
haps but rarely found, at leaſt in that part 0 
the World *which do proteſs the name of 
Chriſt > eſpecially Miracles, &c, which yet 
in2y not be ſaid to be wholly abſent from thef 
Churches in thele days, and in this Nation, 0 
which I could ſay fomething, partly from ſuch 
information as T know to be true, and partly 
from what I have heard and ſeen in that be- 
halt. But as touching the giit of . Offices herefſ. 
repeated, why any of them ſhould be taken, 
away from the Church, Tſcc not any ground 
at all, they being ſo evidently fixed in theſ 

- Church ;1/i the whole Church be compleatcd; 
and the uſe of theſe Offices reſpectively, as be- .. 
fore we have d-ctined , ſo necdful , that theſ**? 

| Churchſ*® 
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Church would caſfily find the want of them if 
indeed they be taken from her as we ſhall ſee 
1... {ore anon. And although we ſaid before that 
\ed be gift of Miracles, Tongues, &«. was necef- 
ary to the Office of the chiet Apoſtles, and yet 
was only temporary : and now ſay the gifts of 
Miracles may not be denyed to have a being or 
þ, (ontinuance in the Church, In this there is no. 
contradiction; for, the making thoſe gitts 
temporary (or but for a time) as they were ne- 
' Eicfſary to the Office of thoſe which firſt preach- 
ed the Goſpel, doth not at all conclude that 
te they are wholly abnegated, or taken away from 
te Church. And when we fay that theſe gifts 
were neceſſary to the Office of the chiet Apo- 
Joltles, our meaning not that Miracles was a 
part of their office, but only a neceſſary con- 
comicant thereto 3 ſo that though this con- 
omitant ſhould not befound, it 15 no prejudice 
0 the Office conſidered as we have defined it. 
We come now to enquire into the order of 
b he Primitive Churches, who certainly had 
'Ihany Apoſiles befide thoſe that were Founda- 
Ks on layers and Maſter-huilders , ſuch were 
" \{4n4ronicus and Fania, Rom. 16, 7. who are 
iJ to he men of note among the Apo/i-: (lore 
<q; fonceive they were of the ſeventy Apoliles) 
Fen they were, for it were a ſtrange interpre- 
pation to ſay they werenoted by the Apoſtles 3 
ny being to wreſt the words of Paul from their 
L 2 nattye 
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* -native ſignification which clearly gives Andr- 
nicwand junir, a place among, the Ariſtles, 
not among the chict Apoſtles, but. thoſe that 
were called the Meſſengers of the Churches, 
and theglory of Chriſt, as ſuch we .read of 
2- Cor. 8.23. And ſuch in all probability were 
thoſe, 3 Ep. Johr,who arc faid ro go forth for the 
names ſake of Chriſt taking nothing - of the Gen- 
tiles, whom Gaizs is commended for courte- 
ſly entertaining, and Duuteophes for rejecting, 
Had not theſe brethren been ſent topreach.l ſee 
not how John ſhould reprove them that recei- 
ved them not, or fiir up Gai»s to bring them on 
their journey WHEFHERSOEVER they 
would go, but John's cre of thew, and hu hela- 


ing them 31 reputation, and deſending them againſt Y 1" 


oppoſers of their CMiniſtery, and therewithal 


ther forſaking all for the name of Chriſt, and their 
freely preaching to the Gentiles rhar they might be. 


COr 


ſaved, ſhews that they were the Meſſengers of [en 


the Lord, and of his Churches, otherwiſe it 
. they ran before they were ſent, they could not 
manage the great affairs of the Goſpel among 


the Gentile. And though it-is true , John calls 


then Brethren only, yet this doth not. argue 
that they were not in Miniſterial capacity,for 
we find the ſame phraſe, uſed by Paxl , con- 
cerning thoſe who were Meſſengers of the 
Churches, 2 Cor.8.32.---Or if the Brethren be 
enquired of, they ore toe CAMeengers of ihe Chur- 

: chesy 


tha 
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cher, a1d the clory of Chriſt. . Toſay that thoſe 
Brethren were meſſengers, only as they were 
tÞ (ent to carry the contribution from the Gen= 
, | ti: Churches, to the Church at Fera{al-m (as 
f | ſome would have 1t) is a very cold 2xpoſition 
e | for firſt, it cannot be proved that they were 
2 | imployed in that buſineſs; but ſecondly,if they 
- & were, how ſhould they for this ſervice only be 
= © called the plery of Chriſt. Surely this character 
7. I muſt needs refer to their being intruſted with 
e © better treaſure then Silver and Gold,fith either 
- | Brethren or Siſters of very ordinary capacity 
n Þ (if faithful) might have been ſent with earthly 
y Etreafure, Again, Epaphyoditus 15 not only 
{= Ecalled the m/[2nger of the Church at Philippi, but 
f Y:lo Pan's companion in labour, ind hu fellow ſon's | 
al Ydier, which ſhews,that though he might bring \Þ 
ir the Churches bounty to P:4/, yet this did nor | 
be Sconfer upon him.the Title of Apoſtle or Meſ- 
of Berger 3 fith he had a greater imployment than 
it that, namely to labour 1n the work of the Go- 
5t Fſpel, and to war in that holy warfare even as a 
1g fcrmpeinion of Paul himſelf, and therefore wor- 
ls thily might he be called a meſſenger of the 
e {Charch of God. 
2x | Ofthis fort of the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
i- firas Barnabas, Luke, Marks, Silas, Syivinus, 
Tirchicus, Traplimas and Apollos, as appears from 
tacir being frequently fellow Travellers and 

L X 'La- 
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Labourers in the Goſpel with the Apollles,| 
concerning whom I argue thus. Theſe perſuns 
were Miniſters of the Gojpe!. Bat they were not in- fo 
eruſted with rhe care of particn/ar Churches, thn 6. oh 
fore their Office mas general, and by conjequenci}y,, 
travelling Miniſters cr mſſengers of the Go'pe'lfly,. 
The major is true, otherwiſe they ran before 
they were ſent; and then how could they 
preach ? £9m.10. orbe P»v's fellow-fouldiers 
and fellow Labourers? The minor 15 out off 
doubt, becauſe of their wihxcedneſs in rc 
ſpe of place, as before we have faid;,,. 
and beſide, fome of them are exprelly;., 
called the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 1 Theſ. 1, 1, 
where, Silvanus 15 joyned with Pal 2s 
{peaking to the Thrſſ-/omian:, and fo through- 
out that Epiſtle, and chop. 2. 6. it is thus faid, 
nor of men jouoht we glory, We, What we ? Pay 
and Silvanus, when we might have been [u- then-| 
ſome, How might Pau! and Silvanys have been| 
burthenſome > why 4s rhe Apoſtles of Chriſt, forff,7 
fuch they were, otherwiſe they might not have Bi 
been burthenſome as fuch m Ss 
 Timmthens and Ticu: axe evidently ManiſtersY a « 
of the ſame rank, as appears-partly from-theF,,. 
Scripture even now alleadged 3 where, as Pal} q; 
and $,,vangs, ſo allo / imortens,1s expretly call-f;;, 
ed an 4p ſtir of Chriſt. And partly trom thoſe ſay 
Epiſtles which Paul wrote to them reſpectively, 
I Tini,1. A: I leſorphi ther 39 abide fill ar E- 
"= | Pie- 
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cs, pheſus, when went into Macedoian--»:hat thou ' 
n__ might F irn ſome that they teach n) uher D;trine, 
"I /-d. Had Tiwochies charge been only at E- 
pheſus as Paftour only of that Church,there had 
been no need to beſeech him to abide there 3 it 
being not unknown to him that it was by all 
means requiſite tor fuch Paſtors to refide nea- 
1-}Y their reſpective flocks, and not to go to for- 
crvlJ rein Countreys, to mannage the Aﬀairs of 0- 
 OiFther Churches. But evident it 1s, that 7:mathy 
ICY was not fixed in any particular Church , but 
dE was Pauls felloz>:ravelier among the Churches 
MlyY jn divers Countreys, and frequently ſent by 
 1.Y him to ſundry places, from the time that he 
<5 was called by the Apoſtle to go forth with 
ll- 4m, till Paal ſent for the Elders of the Church 
1d, of E pheſus, which was not long, betore he was 
aYtiken priſoner, for all which fee. Af, 16. 12533 
en-$1. and 17.25. & 18,5 the 19.22. the 2. 4.to 19. 
MN And though 1n a certain P{/-/cript added to 
torfÞ>Tim.it is {aid, that [inmhy yas ordainea:the firſt 
acl Biſhop of the Charch at Epheſus,yct this cannot be 

Frrue, ſeeing the Church at Epheſus had Biſhops, 
IAGks 20.18. even whites Pay' and Timo:by 
were companions m preaching the Goſpel in 
4} divers Countrys. Nor are the ancicnts poſi- 
tive in this matter, for I find Foſebius only 
ole laying that it 15 reported that Tiz-by was the 
fictt 5iſhop of Epheſus, and Tims of Cree but he 
L 4 afirms 
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afixms nothing in this matter. But that 7 ;mr- - 


theus his care was for other Churches, as much 
as for that at Epheſus 1s evident Philip.2 19, .20. 
But Ltruſt in the Lord Feſys, to ſend Timotheus 
to you---for I have mo man like winded , who 
will naturally care for your ſtate==-Bat ye know the 
proof of bims that as a Son with the Father be bath 
ſerved with me in the Goſpel. 


_ Of Ti:a: the fame conſideration may be had, | 


ſceing he was left in Creet to ſet in order the 


things mhich wcre wanting, and to ordain Elders. | 


in EVERY Church, plainly ſhewing that his 
power in the Afﬀairs of the Goſpel; and, his 
care for the Churches. was the ſame for every 


Church, that it was for any one; which is a far 
different charge from that which was given to | 


the Elders of the Chirch of Epheſus, Acts 20. 
for they are not bid to:look to all the Churches 
in Aja, but only to the flock (in the fingular 
number) over which tbe Holy Ghoſt had mad: 
tbem Epiſcoprs,Overſeers er Biſhops,nor was Ti- 
2455 his care;for the Churches in Creer only 3 for 
Paul calls him us partner & fellow helper con- 
cerning the Church at Corinth, Cor«8.23.whe- 
ther any do enquire of Titus-he i my partner, and 
fellow belper concerning you. Ny 

. Ofthe ſame 1mport is that place, Gal. r. 18, 
19. 1 zent up to Jeruſalem to ſee Peter—-but other 

of the Ap«ſiles ſaw I none ſave James. the Lords 
; bryn 


a. 


x 
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JE irother : here Fame: the Lords brother is called 


an Apoſtle, he wasnot one of the 12. for that 
James 18. called the Son of Aiphers, Math. 10, 
2. ofthis mind 15 Eu/ebizr. | 
But Ferom would ſometimes make theſe two 
one ſelt-ſame man, and yet otherwhiles doth 
call htm Decimum ternum Apoſt lum, that 1s, the 
thirteenth Apoſtle, but that James the Lords 


J brother was not one of the 12. 1s evident 
1 Cor. 15. 5. to 8. where 1t 1s ſaid that our 
J Lord apppeared firſt to Cephas , en to the 12. 


after that be was ſeen of James then of ALL «the 
ApHles. Two'things are hence to be noted. 
I, That James 1s diſtinguiſhed from the 12: 


and fo are thoſe perſons fignified by ALL the. 


Apofiles; for it cannot be that by all the A- 
poſtles ſhould be meant the chiet Apoftles, for 
they were mentioned before, and 24s! himfelt 
who was an Apoftle of the fame dignity, 18 
mentioned afterwards. but by ALL the A- 
poltles, 1s moſt like to be meant the 70. Difci- 


ples whom onr Lord ſent out as meſſengers to 


preach the Goſpel in every City whithcr him- 
(«lf would go, and who no doubt became. fa- 
mous Maniſters-of the Goſpel after the Afcen- 
tion of our Lord, and with this Exſebizs doth 
ſeem to agree 3 we lce then, partly from. evi- 
dent Texts of Scripture, and: partly from ra- 
tional probabilities, that the ho 
Chur- 
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Churches were cndewed with a Miniſtry of 
many meſſengers or Apoſtles befide thoſe who 
were the Foundation layers and, Maſter-buil- 
ders 1n the Churchot Chriſt } And kence we 
infer that God hath ordained ſuch a minitery 


to continue in his Church till the body of our | 


Lord be pertectcd. 


4. Frm the prattice of twofe Ir:thren who wo | 
qajt ion the being of mejſcngers, as 4 miniſtery in | 
the Church a; ths day. Ut will appear chat ſuch an 


Cite doth remdii . 
For. do they not ireqnently ſend out men to 
» y Y 


att Authoritatively both in preaching the Go- | 


ſpel to them that are without ? in ſetting 


things in order in remote Congregations? to | 
exerciſe Diſcipline by Excomuninicaction of of- | 


fenders? and remitting the penitent ? by or- 


daining them Elders, and diſpencing to them | 


the holy Ordinances? &:. As theſe things 


cannot be denied, fo we may julily enquire | 
how it comes to paſs that they do thus ? if in- | 


deed the Church hath none to act in the capa- 
city of -Apoſtles, or mcſlengers of the Goſpel, 
atIcaſtas we have defined them, ſeeing it can- 
not be proved, (neither T thenk do our Bre- 
 thren affirm) that Elders of the Churches have 
equal power in other Congregations, as in that 
which they are choſen to ſerve ,neither is it in 
the poryer of any Congregation to take the 

Paſtour 
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$5 wy mY A po RV 4 Foy Fs joe wa ay 


155) .\ 


Paſtour of any Church from them neither 
may any Church impoſe their Paftour upon 
znother Church, wherefore unlet(s there be a 
miniſtery remaining in the,Church which 15 re- 
lated to all Congregations inditterently, we 
may perceive what confuſion is like to enſue. 
Moreover if thoſe who go to preach to the 
World cannot juſiifie their calling, how ſhall 
they comfort themſelves in their undertaking, 
or anſwer oppoſers when queſtioned concer- _ 
ning their Commilſton ? cfpecially in fuch | 
places where the Scriptures are reccived fith 
all that have read them may calily perce1ve, 
that as the Goſpel is to be preachud, ſo rhoſe 
which go forth as Miniſters thereot, muſt be 
{cnt either by immediate nathon from Hea- 
ven (which our brethren pretend not to) or 
ſome mediate miffjon from the Church of 
God, which none can pretend to,that deny the 
Ofhce ot meſſengers fith other Ofhcers are not 
by vertue of their Office to go out into the 
World to tcach the Nations, or to preach the 
Goſpel to every creature. It to that which we 
have faidit ſhould be replyed, ' hat Churches 
which are diſtant one from another may by conſent 
ler the Elders of one Church aft as Eid:rs in cn» 
ver, &Cc. this is ſooner ſaid than proved , for 


feeng Officers have their Commil)]t n at what time 


they aie ordained,” it canno: be that they ſhould 
have 
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vow 


greater by the conſent or non-conſent of any 
p=r{on or pzrlons whatſoever. 
Again, It would bz underitood 5ow long the 


thoſe Conpregations doth remain ? Whether they 
thenceforth ſtand equally engaged to Overſee 


ed them to ſerve as Paſtors? And alſo how ma- 
ny ſeveral Congregations they may att in as Pa- 
tours by conſen: > Whether two only , or ten 
only, or an handred, and fo ad inftairamz. Sure- 


they were at the time of their Ocdination, aps 
pointed to Overſcez . they can never bound 
cher POWET 3 and: then what meſſenger of the 
Church did ever excced them in that reſpect. 


many Churches for 4 z#5nth or half 4 year, then 


fite, the occaſions (till. being the fame? And 
how much comss this ſhort of the power com- 
mitted to any meſſenger in the World at this 
day ? Wherefore ſeeing that our brethren do 
extrcile as great Authority in {ending men to 
preach tothe World, and to ſettle their Chur- 
£285 as we do, tt i5 ſtrange they ſhould diflike 

| , our 


have there power (dz jure) made either 12(s or 


pI Wer 047 irzthren gives to men ty 6t as Elaers in | 


thoſe Churches, as the Church that firſt call- | 


ly it ance they give particular Paſtours, power | 
to.a& as Elders in more Congregations then | 


And further, if our brethren can give. their 
particular Paſtours power to att as Paſtours in | 


why not 4 year 2,0r 3. and ſo for the term of 
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our calling thoſe Offices by ſuch names as the 
Scripture gives them, rather then by ſuch 
names as are excluſive of that Authority , 
which 1s exercfcd either by thoſe who go our 
to preach the Goſpel to every creature,or thoſe 
that take the care of all theChurches. True tt is, 


I that Peter calls himſelf an Elder. and that he 
I was Elder inone Church as well as in another, 


but this was becauſe he had an Office which 
was comprehenſive of all Offices in the 
Church, and hence it is that we ind the Apo- 
ttles ſometimes performing the Office of Dz- 


J cons, when it might be done withour lett to the 
J preaching of the Word, but | 


though it be true that the Aass. 2. 


J grcater contains the Icfs,yet Gal.2, 3,10. 


the leſs doth not contain 


I the greater 3 for it cannot be denied, that the 


Office of a particular Elder cf a (ongregation On= 


Ily, and a charge to Teach all Naticn;,are things 


inconfiſtant to one and the ſame perſon. 
What may or-ought to be done in preaching. 


I the Goſpel by perſons gitted in the Church, as 


a general priviledge ir duty, 16 15not my bultnets 
hereto diſcourſe, but only to ſhew what it 1s 
which neceſſarily ts to be done by verine of thoſe O®- 
fices which God hath ordained in hs Church, 0- 
therwiſe it were eaſte to fhew that God hath 
not only provided 4 Libcrety in bis Church Fe 

1c 
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the modeſt exer:i/? of the piftc of £25 Spirit, 1n the 
way of Propreie. Exhertztion,, ce, That the 
body may be edified. But alſo. when by his 
providence any of the members of the body ate 
expoſed ro rem:re plarer, or otherwile called to 
reſtife their Faith, they may lawfully Evange- 
lize or preach the Goſpel, as 15. evident both 


from the holy Scriptures, A. 8.4, 5. And o- | 


ther very ancient Authors. Sce Svcrites Sch. - 
liſtscre, Jt. the 15. 16. Chapters. "8 
$5. The necc{lity . of meſſengers or Apoſtles 
(1n the ſenſe we have dehined ) 15 yet more evi- 
dent *rm the ſtate of the word, ir: reſpect of rheir 
continu re-d to be ranght the Goipel in the arcient 
parity thereof, ard the rather bec*r;ſ: of thit Ire. 
danger they li: undey, by rea n ot the many deci- 
_wersor jalle prpeſt'es, which are g1nNe cut into the 
w:vld, who cory up? '<:; word iy ming: ins therexich 
their own Tradit LAG 
The world 15 the Lords Harveſt, into which 
he 1s pleaſcd to ſend his Labourers , and the 
Church is commanded to pray that the Lord 
of the Harveſt would ſend torth painful Lahou- 
rers into his Harveſt, Lybe.to.1.2. It will not 
be denied that thſ{e labourers areat leaſt chic- 
| fly) ſome that are ina miniſterial capacity to 
. preach the Goſpel. And they cannot fo well be 
underſtood of any particular fan&ion in the 
miniſtery, as that of meſſengers, partly tor _ 
2c 
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the other Officers in the miniſtry are bound to 
particular congregations. as we have ſhewed be- 
tore , and partly tor that our Saviour gives this 
dir-&ion to the Church, upon the occation of 
his ſcading forth meſſengers to preach the Go- 


$ ſpe). If then it be the duty of the Church at 


this day, to pray to the Lord that he would 
{nd forth painful Labourers.to preach to the 


I world, as ſure none can deny that) there 15 not 


any room left to doubt of the continuance of 
{uch an Office, as that of meſſengers of the Go- 
ſpcl , tor bhat very clauſe touching their being 
ſent forth, and that as - Lamhs in the . midit 


I of Wolves, doth ſufficiently infirudct us what 


Labourers theſe are. A necellity theretore lie- 
«th upon the Church of God to diſpoſe of her 
Members to that needtul work, as the Lord 
vouchſates to fit them tor 3 lealt otherwiſe ſhe 
be ike thoſe who make many prayers tor that 


wich they never intend to do. 


Tt is certain the Church hath no power to 


I cauſe the world to come to her Aſſemblies, nor 


15 it like that the world will fend to the Church 
of God for inſtruction, It remaineth therefore, 
{ccing the Golpel 1s tor the illumination of all, 
that as Gad hath won to fead forth his Am» 
baſſadours to beſcech the world in Chrifts 
ſtead to be reconciled to God even fo, ouetrair 
of the Aſcention of our. Lord {at this day) isa 
gilt 
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gift even for the Rebellious,that the Lord God 
might dwel among them, P/al. 68 18. which 
| being compared with Epheſ. 4. may very well 
be interpreted, of a gitted miniſtery to turn 
Rebellious ſinners from darkneſs to IIght, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. To which 
agrees that place, Juhn 16,8. where. our Lord 


doth aſſure his Diſciples, that when he ſhould | 


ſend the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhould convince the 
world of fin, of Righteouſneſs and judgment, 
and this (no doubt) as he ſhould operate or 
work upon men by the miniſiery of the word, 
which promiſe either ended with that age 
(which is abfurd to think)or elſe rf it remain to 
 theſedays, then it ſuppoſes a miniftery to 

hold forth to the world the everlafting Goſpel 
_ for the obedience of faith, I mean ſuch a mi- 
' niſtry as are bound even by virtue of their call- 
ing, as debtors to the wiſe and unwile, to 
| preach the Goſpel to thoſe that are with- 


' outs 


There isno doubt but Satan hath his Apes, 
Miniſters or m:{ſengers in the world, as well as 
in times paſt 2 Cor.11.13;22. It were ſtrange 
now if our Lo-d Chriſt ſhould have none to 
withſtand theſe, if need be with an are they A- 
poſtics? fo am [, as well as with an ve they Ae 
nifters of C:riſt ? ſs am 1. Nor doth the Apo= 
ſtle hear d:f4//ow rhe eAppeilation of Ap:ſtles or 
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Alniſters of Chriſt to others beſide himſelf and the 
reſs of the chief Apſtles : But that which 
he doth diſallow, 15, that men ſhould be. 
-allcd either the one or the other , when their 
works declared that they were f-i/s Aprſtter, 
and fuch as only rransformed themſelves as the 
Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. But had it been 
unlawful for any to be called Ap#l:s befide 
the Foundation-layers, Pazxl had a very eafic 
way to confute theſe decetvers even by telling 
them that their profelſiing themſelves Apoſties 
was proof ſufficient that they were decctversz 
yet he never makes that an Argument at all, 
but goes about to vindicate his Apſtle{bip as 
being nothing infcriour to thoſe Tranformed- 
Apoſtles, fith he was not a whit behind the 
very chiefeſt Ap:ſtles. The fame conſideration 
may be had of that. place, Rey. 2.2. 7 hou haſt 
tryed them which ſay they are Apiſtles and are not, 
and haſt found thrm Lyars : For had there been 
r.0 more Apoſiles but the chief Apoſiles, there 
nad been no need to try whether theſe were 
Anfthgs Of Chrilt or not, for ſtill their very 
iaying, they were ſuch, had, without more 
do proved them Lyars, and like as if any 
inonld arilc and ſay / aw Chriſt the Savicur of 
:e Yorid, his very ſaying fo were the greateſt 
£v1acnce that the ſame isa decciver. But why 
M lo ? 


} 
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ſs? verily becauſe there is only one Loyd Teſwy 
our Saviour, whow the Heavens muſt retain till 
the times of the reſtirution ef all thing, even fo, 
there were not a ſucceſſion of Apoſtles, it were 
one of the eafteſt things in the World to dif- 
cover a falſe Ap /t!e. 

Finally, The Goſpel muſt be preached in ali 


the World for a witneſs to all people, and then 


{hall the end come, Meth. 24-14. which ſuppo- 
{cs the being of a miniſtery, whoſe work 1t is to 
preach 7 a! Nations, even to the end of the 
world, Rev.14 6. The Angel | a definite for an 
indefinite nambir | meſſenger. or Meſſengers muſt 
preach the everlaſting Goſpel imtnediately before 
great Fabylon fall. It followeth then, - that 
though darkneſs hath much prevailed ſince the 
firſt publication of the Goſpel, yet a minittery 
ſhall go forth, even the meſſengexs of the Go- 
{pel by whom the earth [hall be enliphtned, 

And here let it be noted that the preacher 
(or preachers) of the everlaſting Goſpel, hath 
nota Goſpel to confirm with Signs and Won- 
ders, but a Goſpel to preach to every Netion, 
Kindred, Tongue, and People, even the ſame 
that was preached by our Lord , and confirmed to 
by th:m that he wd him. 

The ſum of that which we have fad 1s this 3 
That as God hath given to his Church a tixed 
| Mini- 
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Miniſtery of Biſhops , Eldrrs, Paſtire, &C. tO 


take the care of particular Congregations fo 
he hath given her a travelling miniſtery, or | 
unfixed, in reſpe& of particular Societies or 
Congregations, to whom it appertains by vir- 
tue of their Office to take all occafions to canſe' 
the Light of the glorious Giſpel to ſhine unto ſuch 
as fit in darkneſs to-plant Churches, to confirm 
and fettle them in the Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel, To viſit and comfort thoſe which 
have believed through grace, 

Go ye, preach the Goſpel to : 
every mo Feſus 7 briſt ” —_— 
===whe was preached among " | 
you by US, even by me, and Silvanus , and T1- 
motheus. Thanks be* to - : 

God which maketh manifeſt > C0or.2.14. 
the ſavoar of his knowledge by 
DS ineveryplace 

And nhen they had prez- | 
ched the Goſpel to that City, AQs 14.2122, . 
and taught many, they r= br 
turned again to Liftra , and to Iconium?, and 
Antioch confirming the ſonls sf the Diſgples * 
For this cauſe have 1 ſent un- 

Ano you Timotheus; wh0ts 1x Cor-4.17- 
my beloved Son and faithful 
in the Lord Rf »ho ſhall bring Yer in remembrance 
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of my wayes nhich be in 
 AQ;T4.360. © Chriſt,as I teach query where | 
in every Church, let 1 go as 

gain and viſit owr brethren in every City where 
xe have preached the Word, and ſee brw they dra | 
And LoT am with you | 

Math. 29.20. alwayes, cven to the End 

it of the World. 

When we ſay the meſſengers of the Goſpel 
are wafixed miniſters, Our meaning 15 not 
thereby to deny , but that for the moxe con- 
venient mannagement of the great Aﬀairs of 
the Golp:), they may divide themſelves into 
divers parts, and ſo may be called the meſjen- 
vers of ſuch Cenntreys, as with nhow they miſt 
tr:queatly converſe uf the Gifpel of Chriſt, Gal. 2. 
9. wien James,Cephas, and John perceivied rhe 
' grace which nas given 10 me and Barnabas, te) 
g4ve uno me and Barnabas the right hand of fel- 
lowſhin that we ſhould go to the Heathen, and they 
to the ( ircumciſfion. In Aſia we read of fevm 

* meſengers, and thele re: 

* S:e the Old latcd to ſeven Chrches 1 
'Tcanf. ſeven principal (ities in that 
| Country. yet it may not be 
doubted but there were many Congregations 
and ſcattered Diſciples in Country Villages.and 
fo, rany Elde-;allo : yea, and that in thoſe ve- 
= 
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ry Churches which are particularly nzm"a;fer in 
the Church of Epheſ#s (which 1s the firſt of the 
feven we find divers Biſhips or Elders before 
Ten wrote from Parmos, ACS 20. 17,28. 

It is true. the Ancients call thefe ſeven An- 
gels or meſſergers, Biſkeps or chief Miniſters. 
But then we know by Biſ-(ps they cemmonIy 
mean ſuch as had the charge of many particu» 
lar Congregations, Thus they make Timothy. 
2 Biſhop, yet confeſs him to be a preacher of 
the Goſpel from Epheſus unto lliriesm , and 
throughout Hellas in Achaia. Titus they make 
Biſhop of Creer, yet ſuch an one as preached the 
Goſpel in all that Country. They alſo make 
Silvanus Biſhop of Theſtalonice, but the Scrip- 
ture as we have ſeen calls him an Aprſtle, as 
well as the reſt, Now whether it be more ſafe 
to call thoſe travelling Miniſters of Chriſt Bz - 
(hops, after the manner of men or Apſtoles, af 
ter the manner of the Scripture, is the. buſineſs 
for the ſober and nnprejudiced Reader to cor» 
lider. 
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